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The PLP (Penwith Landscape
Partnership), of which CASPN is a
lead partner, have been really getting
into their stride over recent months,
including the clearing (with volun
teers) of some major sites. Excellent
work was done at Chiin Castle, and #
the site now looks as fresh and acces- §
sible as the day it was last in usc
Work has also begun on Bosullowf
Trehyllis courtyard house settlement, § SERER AR i 3 2y
a large site that was much in need of  Chan Castle afier clear-up [c] Carolyn Kenneit
some TLC and attention; and contin-
ued at Mulfra Vean Courtyard House settlement, which is clearer than it has ever been.
The site is also being surveyed by a volunteer team, trained by PLP archaeologists. Con-
tractors have also been busy clearing the vegetation at Bosiliack settlement, so that new
Trails around the ancient sites (to be launched later this year) will give a much enhanced
and improved visitor experience for those wanting to visit the sites on foot.

IS

The PLP is now into its second year of operation, and time will go very quickly on
its 5-year programme. There are now a good team working at the PLP Offices in St.Just,
under the guiding hand of Project Manager Pattie Richmond. The PLP Access Officer,
Matt Watts, has established wecekly volunteer tasks, with a focus on Open Access paths
providing key links between ancient sites. During the last quarter of the year one pro-
gramme, 2,535m of paths were cleared by volunteers across 7 tasks, equating to 22 days
and a value of over £1000 in unskilled work. A highlight of the quarter was their first
weekend Walking Festival, which consisted of three guided walks to their cleared sites.
107 people attended over 2 days, and there was good coverage in the local press.

We are now really beginning to see the on-site effects of the PLP’s existence,
thanks to the Grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. Co-operation between the PLP and
CASPN has been excellent, and some of CASPN’s Management Team help to oversee the
APPO (Ancient Penwith Project Officer) of the PLP. For more information on the Project
please visit the informative website www.penwithlandscape.com, and their lively Face-
book page - Penwith Landscape Partnership.
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DOWSING NEWS

The winter season of talks started in October, with a presentation to both Tren-
crom Dowsers and Tamar Dowsers in the same weekend, by Gary Bilteliffe & Caroline
Hoare on *The Power of Centre’. The speakers were the authors of “The Spine of Albion:
an exploration of earth energies and landscape mysteries along the Belinus Line™, which
has created a lot of interest in dowsing circles. This talk was based on their new book.
which explores the energies of ancient tribal Celtic centres of Ireland, Wales, Cornwall,
Isle of Man, England and Scotland, including modern geographical centres and ancient
meetings of tracks and focal-points in the landscape. They describe their research as
“rediscovering ancient cosmology and the Celtic Goddess at the omphalos sites of the
British Isles™ In 1994 John Michell published a book At the centre of the world” which
was about omphalos sites all over the world. including Britain and Cornwall, but the
Biltcliffe/Hoare research has focussed on the “Celtic’ nations of Britain and Ireland +
England. The Cornish element in their talk centred on Lanivet [see article in MM22 p.12-
13] and the nearby St.Benet’s Abbey and well [see Wells Corner on p.11] but there was
much else of interest as well in their wide-ranging talk.

In November Trencrom Dowsers had a presentation by archaeo-astronomer
Carolyn Kennett on “Astronomy Heritage in Ancient Penwith™. Carolyn spoke about the
history of archaeo-astronomy in West Penwith, and the discovery if the metonic cycle of
19 years, before turning her attention to her research at Boscawen-{in stone circle [see her
article in MM95 p.9-13]. She showed the possible solar and lunar alignments from this
circle, including the winter solstice sunrise out of the Lamorna gap, the summer solstice
sunset over a barrow, and two lunar standstill events over the field menhir and Creeg Tol.
She also suggested that the Pleides star system (the seven Sisters) would have set over
Chapel Carn Brea in about 1500 BCE. Finally, she mentioned some possible alignments
at three other circles: from the Merry
Maidens a northern major lunar standstill
setting over Caer Bran; from the Nine
Maidens a similar one over Carn Galva;
and from Tregeseal a winter solstice sun-
set into the sea in a gap towards the Isles
of Scilly. Carolyn really brought her
research alive, and provoked some inter-
esting discussion and ideas afterwards,
including the observation that the Mary
Line at Boscawen-(in changed direction at
the centre stone itself. Chapel Carn Brea from Boscawen-iin circle

[e] Carolyn Kennett
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Two (different) presentations by BSD past-President John Moss were subsequently
made. In November he gave a talk to Tamar Dowsers entitled “Pasties, cream teas and
dowsing rods: the dowsing story of West Cornwall”. He showed that from the earliest of
days the peninsula had been the home of peoples who knew, or at least sensed, the invisi-
ble currents and the telluric flows of their domestic land. He took the story forward over
the centuries up to the present era, and showed the connection of many geomancers and
dowsers to this special place. including Guy Underwood, John Michell, Hamish Miller
and Don Wilkins. This was a well-attended presentation that provided a succinct sum-
mary, with some interesting revelations, of a place where light, geology, atmosphere and
earth energies all lend themselves to a special inspiration, meditation and intuition.

In December, John gave a talk to Trencrom Dowsers, an adaptation of his talk to
the south-west Dowsing Festival earlier in the year on the theme of “Consciously com-
municating with our surroundings™ and asked the question: Do we?. As an ex-President of
the British Society of Dowsers, he has presided over “everything from physics to fairies
and everything in between”, and his talk was peppered with examples and anecdotes from
his time there. He made the point that dowsers have to be careful that their beliefs do not
limit or influence their findings, and that they must learn to listen to the land rather than
bombard it with a long list of questions. He said that the spirit of place was important to
respect, and he thought that the Earth was some kind of conscious being, and that the en-
ergy lines that can be dowsed are a manifestation of that. A lively discussion followed
about how dowsing is not susceptible to double-blind tests. The session was followed by
seasonal fare and rounded off a good year for the Dowsers.

GO SCILLY WITH THE LEY HUNTERS! |

Come and join The Ley Hunters Moot on the
Isles of Scilly, from Saturday June 8th to
Friday June 14th 2019.

Guided by Cheryl Straffon, author of ‘The Earth
Mysteries Guide to Ancient Sites on the Scillies’.
A week of visits to ancient sites on all the islands with a friendly group of
dowsers and ley-hunters.

Book for this now by sending £90 (cheque payable to the Network of Ley
Hunters) to Laurence Main, 9 Mawddwy Cottages, Minllyn, Dinas Mawdd-
wy, Machynlleth, SY20 9LW. You will be advised about the payment for
the inter-island ferry trips when the NolLH know the number of group
bookings. For information on travel and accommodation visit
www.simplyscilly.co.uk, or tel: 01720 424031 (You must book early for
b & b or self catering accommodation). To camp at the Garrison campsite
(where some NoLH members will be camping), tel: 01720 422670.

www.networkofleyhunters.com Tel: 01650 531354
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LOST & FOUND
Treryn Dinas (Treen cth) menhir

Towards the end of last year, a field was cleared
below Treryn Dinas Cliff Castle, that had some prehistor-
ic field systems, which were irrevocably lost. However, §a
in the process the landowner discovered a fallen standing
stone, which he erected on site at SW39843 22421, It
stands just off the coastal path going eastwards from the
cliff castle, and is visible from the path. MM went to
have a look, and dowsed where it had been found (about |
20ft away from where it now stands), and that it had been
re-erected where it originally stood. It dowsed as a defi-
nite Bronze Age menhir, and a strong energy line ran
from it to a rocky outcrop nearby. Palden Jenkins
checked it out on his Ancient Penwith alignments map,
and discovered that it stands on 2 alignments: no.37
(Nine Maidens stone circle to Treryn Dinas cliff castle),
and no.165 (Treryn Dinas cliff castle to Castle-an-Dinas.
It also narrowly misses n0.108: (Treryn Dinas cliff castle Photo [c] Alan Barker
to Carn Brea). It is a lovely stone, and well worth a visit.

Alignments map is at www.ancientpenwith.org/map.himl . List available from MM.

Bolatherick boundary stone

It has been suggested on the Megalithic g A
Portal on-line site (www.megalithic.co.uk) that :
a little-known boundary stone on Bodmin
Moor may in fact be a re-used standing stone.
It stands at SX12658 76845, beside a track
leading from St.Breward to Leaze water treat-
ment works. It is not far from the site of the
two King Arthur’s Downs stone circles on
Emblance Downs to the NE [see MM63 p.13
& MM74 p.20]. Although relatively small in %
size, nevertheless its shape and location make -
it a candidate for being a re-used menhir.

Photo [c] DrNickLeB

Kenny Price has created an online blog called Ancient Whispers Penwith that focuses on
}l(mg-distant geomantic alignments across the country. His current page follows the first
;half of the Michael/Mary line by satellite and focuses on some events along the way,
rmcludmg the geometry at the Hurlers stone circles, and a look at the Tintagel-Bodmin
!Moor-Jerse) alignment. This begins at Tintagel Castle in North Cornwall, goes through the
‘ Hullers stone circles, and ends at a dolmen on Jersey. Well worth a look!
| http ancientwhisperspenwith. blogspot.com

4
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Cornish Ancient Sites Protection Network

C.A.S.P.N & LAN NEWS ROUND-UP ‘ ;

CASPN is now 21 years old, and has #
much to celebrate over two decades. It has a
lovely updated user-friendly website, and a i
very lively and well-supported Facebook
page. It has a network of Site Monitors, who §
look after most of the principal ancient sites
in West Penwith, and it continues its work §
doing small-scale Clear-ups at the ancient &
sites. There is a full programme of these
planned for this year with details on the web- : .
site and on the back page of MM. Sancreed Well clear-up [c] Roger Driscoll

It also organises ‘Pathways to the Past” weekend of walks and talks around West
Penwith, this year on the weekend of May 25th-26th. All are welcome to these events.
Saturday May 25th
10.00-12.30 Saints and Stones. Guided Walk with John & Jill Moss from St.Just church
to lesser-known sites on Tregeseal Common.
2.00-5.00 From working mines to World Heritage sites. Guided Walk with David Gid-
dings through industrial heritage of Botallack and Kenidjack valleys. Meet Counthouse.
7.30-9.00 Tintagel, Dumnonia and post-Roman Britain. An illustrated talk on Tintagel
by Jackie Nowakowski, Site Director. St.Just Town Hall.

Sunday May 26th

11.00-12.30 Introduction to Cornish Crosses by Andrew Langdon. St.Just Town Hall
2.00-5.00 Mermaids, wrecks and tombs. Guided Walk to Maen Castle and Land’s End.
with legendary storytelling by Adrian Rodda. Meet Sennen Cove (west) car park.
7.30-9.00 Folklore of Bodmin Moor & East Cornwall talk by Alex Langstone. St.Just
Town Hall.

CORNISH ANCIENT SITES PROTECTION NETWORK |CASPN]|
Address: Elowen, Wheal Kitty, Lelant Downs, Hayle TR27 6NS. Tel: 01736-740093
Web site: www.cornishancientsites.com  E-mail: info@cornishancientsites.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups [search for C.A.S.P.N & Lizard Ancient Sites]
To support CASPN please join: (£10/year waged, £14 couples, £7 unwaged)

E-mail info@cornishancientsites.com, visit CASPN web site (PayPal/downloadable
application form/standing order), or write to address above
Adopt-a-Site scheme: e-mail: info@cornishancientsites.com, or telephone above
Sites Clear-Ups: e-mail: info@cornishancientsites.com, or telephone above
Report damage at sites: Tel: 01736-787186

LIZARD ANCIENT SITES NETWORK |LAN]| via CASPN address (above)
Adopt-a-Site scheme: e-mail: info@comnishancientsites.com, or telephone above
Sites Clear-Ups: e-mail: info@cornishancientsites.com, or telephone above
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AUSSIE ARCHAEOLOGIST FINDS CORNISH
BARROW WITH 4000 YEAR OLD INTACT POT

An archaeologist at the Australian
National University (ANU), Dr. Catherine
Frieman, has recently discovered a hitherto
unidentified Bronze Age burial mound at
Hendersick near Looe [SX2396 5196]. The
site was discovered by chance when she was
conducting geophysical surveys nearby, and
was approached by a farmer about a possible
site in a neighbouring field. “He told us
about a “lump’ on his land and asked us to
take a look at it” she said. “So we ran our
equipment over the area and found a quite obvious circular ditch - about 15 metres across
- with a single entrance pointing south-cast and a bunch of pits in the middle™. This was
obviously the remains of a barrow, so, with co-operation from the CAS, the CAU and the
National Trust, she assembled a team of local volunteers to lead an excavation.

This excavation turned up a remarkable find: an intact clay urn buried 4000 years
ago that contained some fragments of human bone among the cremated remains /photo
above]. These fragments will be analysed to determine if possible the age, gender, diet
and original location of the individuals buried there. Other items found include various
examples of Cornish Bronze Age pottery, flint tools and two high-quality hammer stones,
used to make flint tools. Dr Frieman said: “This is a very beautiful, very complete burial,
and we’re very excited”.

However, what has puzzled Dr. Fricman and her team was the discovery of
medieval activity on the same site. She said: ~The site has thrown up a big mystery for us
because we found what we believe is an entire - albeit crushed - medieval pot from the
12th or 13th century AD (CE), carefully placed under a couple of layers of flat stones. It
had some cooked food remains adhering to it and we don’t know what it’s doing there or
why. Hundreds of years after the barrow was built, someone from the 12th or 13th century
came back to this site and dug into it to bury this pot. At this stage there were two local
monastries in view of this site, as Looe Island was a satellite monastery of Glastonbury
Abbey, so it would be very strange to have non-Christian activity on this site. The
evidence looks quite ritualistic, but what the ritual was we don’t know”. The team also
excavated an Iron Age round house, possibly from about 500 BCE, and are trying to
deduce reasons for the location of both barrow and round house. Dr. Frieman said: “This
was a traversed place and regularly visited over the millennia. We know that there are a
series of Bronze Age shipwrecks off this coast, so this was an important shipping highway
in prehistory, probably for the movement of metals, especially tin™.

6
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 CURIOUS AN® ENIGMATIC MONUMENTS

An occasional series that takes a look at some megalithic sites
that do not easily fit into existing categories
ROSTARLOCK—STADDLE STONES or CHEVAUX-DE-FRISE?

Found in north-west Spain and Portu-
gal, western Wales, western Ireland and Scot-

land, chevaux-de-frise are a feature of some §

Iron Age sites, their distribution demonstrating
cultural contact along the west coast of Europe

during the Iron Age. Up until now, none have §

been positively identified in Cornwall, but re-

cently John Peters from the Cornwall AONB, }

featured an enigmatic monument at Ros-
tarlock, near Advent on Bodmin Moor
[SX 1145 8035]. Rostarlock is a medieval set-
tlement, but the feature has several Bronze
Age hut circles nearby, so it could date from
any period. Carl Thorpe of the CAU suggested
that it could be a chevaux-de-frise,

which consists of a band of upright stones out-
side the main defensive circuit of a hillfort or
defended enclosure. However, Craig Weath- §

erhill thought that a chevaux-de-frise would be
far more tightly packed with sharp-topped

stones than this example. He thought that the
structure had supported off-ground timber i
buildings for drying grain and the like, much |

as staddle stones do. Jackie Nowakowski, of

the CAU, also thought it might be staddle
stones for a mowhay (meadow), and added:
“Often mowhays are located on lanes leading

Enigmatic feature at Rostarlock
[¢] John Peters

Chevaux-de-Frise outside Dun Aengus,
Aran Isles, Ireland [c] Craig Weath-

in the farmstead itself - this was a pattern [ saw when I examined all the layouts of farms
on Bodmin Moor for my undergraduate research many years ago. | recorded quite a few
mowhays where the staddle stones had survived - like Carnaglaze and Leaze™.

So the feature remains unidentified, and perhaps a chevaux-de-frize has yet to be
found in Cornwall. Although their presence would certainly have slowed the progress of
attackers, their defensive function has been questioned, particularly as their construction
sometimes seems quite fragile. It is clear that chevaux-de-frise are vulnerable, and it is
noteworthy that most examples survive in landscapes that have not been cultivated or
occupied since the Iron Age, or they have been protected by later earthworks. Clearly
many more examples may exist on unexcavated earthwork sites.

7
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STANNON MOOR STONE ROW

by Alan SimKkins

The stone circle on Stannon Moor will doubtless be s
familiar to many readers. What is not so well known is an . A

enigmatic 'stone setting. of four stones close to the circle,
listed on the HER [SX12507 80075]. This marks the begin-
ning of a stone row which is not included on the HER

[above] The stone setting, with Stannon 0 40m
circle on the horizon

[right] 1:500 Plan of stone row, with stone setting o the north .
[¢] Sandy Gerrard, Gordon Fisher and Janet Daynes adap. Paul Williment

In August 2018 I arranged to meet up with Dr. Sandy Gerrard along with Gordon
Fisher and Janet Daynes from ACE Archaeology Club in Devon for a visit to the circle
and environs to take a closer look at this setting. The setting is a staggered linear arrange-
ment of four small end-set granite slabs to the north-west of the circle, and is known as the
Dragon's Teeth or Devil’s Teeth. The setting is mentioned in Robin Payne's Romance of
the Stones as the potential start point of a stone row, aligned to some (destroyed) cairns to
the north, where the china clay quarry now resides..

With the quarry to the north we took a look around and espied a small stone on the
horizon to the south, which appeared to be in direct alignment with the two southern
stones of the Dragon’s Teeth.* Without the recent dry weather, I doubt we would have
spotted this stone from the setting. Leaving a ranging pole as a guide we walked south
where 9 further stones also appeared to line up, for a distance of around 150m. Did we
have a row? The southernmost stone of this row appeared to have the attributes of a
*blocking’ stone, a common feature of Neolithic stone rows [at SX12537 79943]

*Andy Norfolk has suggested that the Dragon’s Teeth stone setting may in fact have been
a double stone row at this point.
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Walking up and down the row several
landscape treats and tricks, which are com-
mon features of stone rows, immediately
became apparent:

¢ From the north walking south, Brown
Willy appears on the south-east horizon
as soon as the stone setting is left be-
hind, a view which grows the further
south you travel.

e Around 2/3rds along the row, Alex Tor 4
to the south-west dips below the hori-
zon, disappearing from view.

View firom the southern blocking stone
towards Rough Tor.

® From the southern blocking stone, the
viewer appears to be in the centre of a landscape bowl, an omphalos moment
perhaps?

® Looking roughly north-east, the blocking stone lines up with a large moorstone to
point directly at the notch on Rough Tor.

®  Walking north, there arc three ‘sea triangles’ to be seen to the west, which disappear
one by one as you move north.

There are many other rows in Britain which are close to stone circles, but are not
aligned to them. Those local to Cornwall include the rows at Shoveldown, Fernworthy
and Merrivale on Dartmoor, and Leskernick on Bodmin Moor.

The row at Stannon, if that is what it is — and all the signs currently point that way
- is not currently listed on the HER. It was suggested as a possible monument back in
2013, but was not considered significant at that time and so was not listed. The site has
now been fully surveyed by Dr Sandy Gerrard and we believe it should now be reconsid-
ered for inclusion. Full details of the row can be found on
https://stonerows. wordpress.com/gazetteer/region/bodmin-moor/stannon/

[Ed.] The old West Cornwall Dowsers Group visited
the area in August 2013 [see MMS83 p.3] and identified
a putative stone row then, though it does not appear to
be the same one as the one in Alan’s article [above]. A
return visit was made in February 2019 by Alan, Andy
Norfolk, MM editor Cheryl Straffon and Lana Jarvis,
and ‘Alan’s row’ was identified and confirmed. The
one found by WCD in 2013 was also found, which
appeared to run at approx 140 degrees, starting from
the third stone south from ‘Alan’s row’ and running in
a SSE direction to its southerly blocking stone at
SX12568 79954. On Google Maps it seems to follow
the line of an old trackway, though not prehistoric.
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OLD MOLL’S WELL UNCOVERED

An historic well on Kenidjack Com- gy
mon near StJust [SW39130 32492] has
recently been uncovered by Matt Watts of
the PLP and Cheryl Straffon of CASPN. It
lies down the side of valley from the Holed §
Stones below Carn Kenidjack, and is where %
a fresh spring arises. The well was found to
be wvery deep, and there were stones
surrounding it, with a rudimentary step down
to the well [photo right]. Craig Weatherhill
believes this to be the well referred to in an R 1
old tale by Robert Hunt, published in 1871. : Lo o

“On the tract called the ‘Gump,” near Kenidzhek, is a beautiful well of clear water, not far
from which was a miner's cot, in which dwelt two miners with their sister. They told her
never to go to the well after daylight; they would fetch the water for her. However, on one
Saturday night she had forgotten to get in a supply for the morrow, so she went off to the
well. Passing by a gap in a broken-down hedge (called a gurgo} near the well, she saw an
old woman sitting down, wrapped in a red shawl; she asked her what she did there at that
time of night, but received no reply; she thought this rather strange, but plunged her pitch-
er in the well; when she drew it up, though a perfectly sound vessel, it contained no water;
she tried again and again, and, though she saw the water rushing in at the mouth of the
pitcher, it was sure to be empty when lifted out. She then became rather frightened; spoke
again to the old woman, but receiving no answer, hastened away, and came in great alarm
to her brothers. They told her that it was on account of this old woman they did not wish
her to go to the well at night. What she saw was the ghost of old Moll, a witch who had
been a great terror to the people in her lifetime, and had laid many fearful spells on them.
They said they saw her sitting in the gap by the wall every night when going to bed”

Trevor Rogers, aged 88, of Alsia Barns, owner of the
land where Alsia Holy Well stood, died in a nursing home
after a short illness on December 27th 2018. Trevor was a
dedicated and faithful guardian of the well, and spent
much time and resources on maintaining and upkeeping
the structure and its surrounds. He told the story of how he 8
came to live at the site in his book “There are pagans at the ¥
bottom of my garden™ /2011 - reviewed in MM77 p.22], R
and subsequently wrote an article for MM on “Alsia’s #
Other Well” [MMS82 p.11-13]. At the time of writing, his §
property. including the holy well, was up for sale -

Trevor at Alsia Well |,

10



MEYN MAMVRO | 98 | Spring-Summer 2019 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

WELLS
CORNER

A regular feature on Cornwall’s holy wells

St.Benet’s Abbey well [SX0382 6365]
The new owners of St.Benet’s Abbey, near Lanivet in mid-
Cornwall, have uncovered and cleared a well in the gardens. !
St.Benet’s Abbey of the Benedictine order was founded in
1411 as a lazar house or hospital, and was used in the 16th !
century as the house of the Courtney family, with alterations |
at that time. The well therefore presumably dates from the * TR e
time of the Abbey’s foundation, or later when it was converted into a house. There was
formerly a St.Benedict’s Chapel at the house, licensed in 1411, and the well may have
been associated with that. If it was from the time of the Abbey’s original foundation as a
lazar house, then it is undoubtedly a healing well that may also have had a domestic use.
Lanivet means “sacred grove or place”, and is often considered to be the sacred centre of
Cornwall. Another holy well, dedicated to St.Congar, once stood about a mile to the east.
Most of its remains [at SX0575 6355] were thought to have been destroyed by the dual-
ling of the A30, but recently John Litton has found stones in a stream near the farmhouse.
www.facebook.com/Holy Wells of Cornwall
On-line map by Andy Norfolk at: hitps.//tinyurl.com/yd6rez9k

The Fourth John Michell Symposium

Temenos Academy at the Art Workers” Guild
22 June 2019, 9.45 for 10.00am - 5.00pm

6 Queen Square, Bloomsbury, London WCIN 3AT
£55 or £50 Members of the Temenas Academy / Concessions
£25 Limited number of tickets for full-time students with ID

Featuring presentations by authors, researchers, geometers & artists:
MICHAEL SCHNEIDER, Senior Adjunct Professor at California College of
the Arts, author of A Beginner’s Guide fo Constructing the Universe: “The New
Jerusalem Diagram and the Geometer’s Breakfast”

ADAM TETLOW, master geometer & teacher, author of Celtic Pattern & co-author of Sacred Number:
“A Harmonic Universe: Ancient Metrology, Geometry & the Quadrivium”

JOSCELYN GODWIN, author, editor & translator, Professor of Music Emeritus at Colgate University,
Honorary Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries: “The Philosophy of Charles Fort”

JULIA CLEAVE, independent researcher & lecturer, Member of the Academic Board of the Temenos
Academy: “The Shakespeare Authorship Question”

GARY LACHMAN, former musician & author of Lost Knowledge of the Imagination: “John Michell in the
Stream of the Sixties”

Symposium bookings: Stephen Overy, The Temenos Academy, PO Box 203, Ashford, Kent TN25 5ZT
(01233) 813-663 / temenosacademy@myfastmail.com / www.femenosacademy.org

Extra geometry workshop: “Drawing the Cosmological Circle: A Practical Workshop”, with Michael
Schneider & Adam Tetlow, Sunday 23 June, 11:00am - 3:00pm, Wimbledon, London SW19 8DF

£50 / £45 Early bird & Concessions

Bookings: Leon Conrad, leon@lifeloreinstitute.com / www lifeloreinstitute.eventbrite.co.uk

Further information / Mailing list: Christine Rhone, rhonechristine@hotmail.com
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MYTHIC PATHWAYS

2: ‘The Giants Way’ [St.Michael’s Mount to St.Ives Island]
A new series of features that looks at ancient pathways in West Penwith, that may be on
classic ‘ley’ lines, which in addition have myths and legends associated with them,
recorded by the folklore collectors William Bottrell and Robert Hunt in the 19th Century.
These Mythic Pathways combine elements of landscape tracks, alignments and myths and
legends, and may therefore have ancient origins.

Bottrell and Hunt both have several stories about the Giants of Cornwall. In one of
Bottrell’s stories, Tom (who was “no more than eight feet high™) takes beer from Marazion
to St.Ives for someone described as “a famous tin-dealer. brewer and mayor as well”. He
collects the beer from a public house near the road to St.Michael’s Mount and along the
way encounters an aged giant Denbras (meaning ‘big man”), whom he engages in a fight,
and accidently kills him. This occurs on the eve of midsummer, a magical ‘between-the-
worlds® time and in the evening Tom goes up on the hills where the bonfires are blazing.
The next day he buries the giant and places a dolmen over his body. He inherits Denbras’
castle, which is on a high spot in the land, which Andy Norfolk suggests was Trencrom
Hill". This stands at almost the mid-point between St.Michael’s Mount and St.Ives.

[left] St.Michaels’s Mount and [right] Trencrom Hill, looking towards St.ves Bay

Both St.Michael’s Mount and St.Ives Island were probable holy hilltops in the Neo-
lithic period. and by the Iron Age both were utilised as “cliff castles’ [see MMS4 p.11 &
/3]. Trade in tin most probably took place at both harbours (and St.Michael’s Mount was
probably the fabled *lctis’)?. Therefore, both places must have been considered ‘special’ in
prehistoric times, and, as it so happens, there is a straight alignment between St.Michael’s
Mount, Trencrom Hill and St.Ives and its Island. There may be a memory here in this story
of a “sacred way’ running between all three sites, which is dowsable as an energy line
today. St.Michael’s Mount is a nodal point, where the four great energy lines (named by
Hamish Miller & Paul Broadhurst as the Michael, Mary, Apollo and Athena lines) meet,
and the Athena line itself meanders from Trencrom Hill to St.Michael’s Mount. In addi-
tion, the modern-day St.Michael’s Way follows a path across the land linking together
St.Ives, Trencrom Hill and St.Michael’s Mount.
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