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Meyn Mamvro

STONES OF OUR MOTHERLAND

EARTH ENERGIES * ANCIENT STONES * SACRED SITES * PAGANISM * LEYPATHS
CORNISH PRE-HISTORY & CULTURE * MEGALITHIC MYSTERIES * LEGENDS & FOLKLORE

It used to be thought that the late 1960s and 1970s was the ‘golden age’ for
landscape geometry, otherwise known as geomancy. After all, that was the time when John
Michell came to Cornwall to do his classic work on the alignments of stones at the Land’s
End peninsula, and the time when the ‘Ley Hunter’ magazine was flourishing and many of
the early researchers and writers of the movement were finding their feet and opening their
minds to all sorts of new and original thinking. After that, the movement seemed to split,
with the dowsers going off in one direction to find energy lines and dowsable landscape
pictograms and other shapes, and the geomantic researchers taking some years to regroup
and reform into organisations such as the ‘Society of Ley Hunters’ and the ‘Network of Ley
Hunters’, both of whom are still active today.

And yet when we look around in Cornwall, it seems as if landscape geomancers and
alignment researchers are active as never before. In this issue of MM for example, there is a
major article on the alignments of several sets of stones in a little known part of West
Penwith, the Lamorna Plateau. Much of this is new research, and has partly come about due
to the rise of more modern sophisticated technology, such as Google Maps, which allow us
to investigate the prehistoric landscape in ways that could not have been dreamnt of 40
years ago. A big impetus for this has been Palden Jenkins’ on-line map of West Penwith
[which can be found at www.ancientpenwith.org]. In addition a locally-based astronomer
Carolyn Kennett has taken a direct interest in the possible alignments of ancient sites
(especially Boscawen-in circle) to solar and lunar settings and risings, and the stones that
may have been deliberately placed by the megalithic builders to view these phenomena. She
uses the latest software technology to calculate these, aided by on-the-ground observations,
and a special article by her is currently being prepared for MM. Truly, it is here and now
when we may be living in the next ‘golden age’ of landscape geometry or geomancy.

Meyn Mamvro is taking a sabbatical! Or to be more precise, your editor is having 6 months
off this year to go to Scotland (to run a Tour of Orkney and Lewis), followed by the
summer and autumn in Crete, where she has a home she shares with her partner. This
means that the next issue of Meyn Mamvro (n0.94) will be slightly delayed. Instead of
being published in September 2017, it won’t be out until November 2017. Subsequent
issues will have a slightly later than usual publication date for a while until we catch up, but
all postal subscriptions for 3 issues will be honoured. We apologise for this delay, but rest
assured that MM will be back later this year, with all its usual features.
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DOWSING NEWS

The Autumn/Winter 2016 events
kicked off in September with a Trencrom
Dowsers visit to Bodrifty settlement and
Mulfra Quoit. At the settlement, the focus of
interest was the large rock outside the houses -
at SW44490 35437. Dowsing results sugg-
ested that the rock had been the focus of | -
ceremony with formal processions to and
from the settlement and well. Interestingly,
dowsing also suggested that processions =
divided around the rock, men to the north and
women to the south. They also found that a "“h 3
distinctive channel in the rock provided a kind # =« & < oA
of ‘view frame’ to a prominent cairn on Little  Liftle Galva cairn seen through the notch
Galva, in a NW direction, denoting Fhe of the sacre‘f,;;‘::?c]ajﬁ ngsf by settlement
summer solstice sunset, and an energy line
was dowsed marking that orientation. An energy line also ran from the rock up to the
barrow on the hill to the north and another up to Mulfra Quoit. The Group then walked up
to Mulfra Quoit, where they dowsed for the boundary of the original earth mound which
came out at about 35 feet. The general feeling was that the Quoit had been deliberately
decommisioned. Apart from the dowsing results from several people, the missing "leg" of
the Quoit suggested that this was the case, as well as the peculiar angle of the capstone.
There was speculation that it had been pushed horizontally southwards before dropping
steeply to the ground. From there, the Group made their way back down to the settlement,
stopping at a large stone, which dowsed as the entrance to what appeared to be the
‘shaman’s hut’ overlooking the settlement. A most interesting afternoon’s visit.

A month later, Trencrom Dowsers had their last site visit of the year. On a windy
day with passing showers they visited Rosewall Hill (east) & Trevalgan (Buttermilk) Hill,
overlooking St.Ives. Rosewall Hill east had been visited by West Cornwail Dowsers in
Spring 2011 [see MM76 p.2], and the gatepost stone they had found [at SW4904 3290] and
dowsed was re-visited - with mixed results! Some of the group confirmed that it was a
Bronze Age menhir, subsequently cut down for a gatepost, while others felt that the
neighbouring gatepost was of more interest. From there the Group went to the View Frame
identified by the late Tony Blackman on the WCD visit, from where they could view the
hill outside St.Ives, now crowned with Knill’s Monument. There they had lunch, and in the
afternoon, they crossed over to Trevalgan Hill, visited by WCD in Autumn 2013 [see
MM84 p.2] and Spring 2014 [see MMS85 p.3], where they dowsed the cairn (cist) burial at
SW4869 3963, which was subsequently added to the HER [Historic Environment Record].

2



MEYN MAMVRO | 93 | Summer 2017 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

Later in October, Tamar Dowsers had an illustrated
talk by Christopher Clarke on the native Columbian tribe
“The Kogi”, who have a message for the world about
environmental concerns. They also have a concept that
there are special, sacred nodal points, which are connected
by invisible forces or lines, a notion that has a resonance
with dowsing. Joining these important places by walking
barefoot and laying a symbolic thread between them helps
to reinforce and reinvigorate the power of those connec-
tions. In November there was a talk/discussion with Nigel
Twinn on “What are ley lines?”. which, not surpringly,
produced may theories but few definitive answers!

Also in November Trencrom Dowsers had a talk by
Andy Norfolk on “Cornish Song-lines: legends in the
3 o landscape”, an idea that will be familiar to MM readers
View th_r ough Rosewall Hill o, aticles by Andy first espoused in MM62 p.14-18 &

east view frame [seep.2]  nrM63 p.14-18, although updated with some new ideas.

The follow-up December talk by Danu Fox on Song Lines

was unfortunately cancelled, due to Danu’s sickness, so the year finished with a Tamar

Dowsers talk by Sean Ferris on “A modern alchemy” which suggested that the cause of
much modern malady was the unbalanced state of various metals within the human body.

Penwith Press

For earth mysteries and dowsing books,
DVDs, maps and tools
For those on their own inspiring journeys

Founded by Hamish Miller in the 1990s, Penwith Press is still based in west
Cornwall but now includes titles by some of the best dowsing and earth mysteries
researchers of this generation: Grahame Gardner, Billy Gawn, Nigel Twinn,
David Leesley, Sig Lonegren, Christopher Strong and Palden Jenkins, as well as
Hamish Miller’s own perennial favourites and his DVDs produced by Tim Walter.

’

We also stock the energy current maps for the great dowsing journeys
based on the books: “Sun and the Serpent”, (Carn Lés Boel in Cornwall to
Hopton in Norfolk) and “Dance of the Dragon”,

(Skelligs in Ireland, through Cornwall and away across Europe)

Visit www.penwithpress.co.uk for more information and the on-line shop or
email jill@penwithpress.co.uk
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FEEDBACK ........ on TREVORIAN CIRCLE

meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

In the last issue of MM92,

in the feature on St.Buryan parish en ) - . N H

[p.13], there was a mention of the| Dy

Higher Trevorian stone circle | y e
. A’

[SW4169 2625] which was first
identified by W.C.Borlase in 1876
and shown on the 1887 OS map
[see right]. MM reader Alan
Simkins had a look at this and /
noticed a number of stones also /
listed in the nearby fields. He ‘

found that two of these to the NE ! / .
formed a perfect alignment with 64 "
the circle at an angle of etone Fiale
approximately 47 degrees. This of

.
:\ < Trevoruis
4 Trpmbit i
~

{ -

course would denote a midsummer | 1887 OS map showing Trevorian circle & outliers
solstice sunrise ahgnment, so this —

is a very interesting observation.

He also had a look at an on-line Bing Maps satellite image of the area [https://
binged.it/2iPLYmf], and found what could be a crop mark of the circle highlighted.
Although nothing now remains of the circle ‘in situ’ [see MM74 p.14] it was probably
finally destroyed and the stones removed as late as the 19th and 20th centuries. A previous
owner of the Trevorian Hotel recounted that there was a pile of stones from the circle in a
field to the south, and he was warned that “harm would come to anyone who upset them”.
Nevertheless they are now gone and nothing remains, either of the circle or the stones
indicated on the 1887 map.

Because of its relatively recent destruction, it is surprising that the circle is very
little known about. Even Andy Jones, Principal Archaeologist with Cornwall
Archaeological Unit, knew nothing about it, until MM mentioned it to him. In his chapter
“Early landscape and ceremony” [in “Archaeology and Landscape at the:Land’s End,
Cornwall” - reviewed on p.20 of this MM], he says: “Penwith stone circles are commonly
found in pairs, closely or widely set. Two stone circles survive at Tregeaseal, and a second
stone circle was located near to the Merry Maidens. The Mén-an-Tol (circle) lies 800m to
the SW of the Nine Maidens. No stone circle is known in the vicinity of Boscawen-{in,
although ... another circle could have been demolished without a record being made”. In
fact, Trevorian circle would have stood only 0.7 mile (1.13 km) SE of Boscawen-iin, so
could well have been the ‘second circle’ of the complex. Despite its total loss, Trevorian
circle still has some secrets to share with us.
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C.A.S.P.N & LAN NEWS ROUND-UP

A Cornish Ancient Sites Protection Network
A S
As has been mentioned in past issues, CASPN is the lead partner of the Ancient
Penwith strand of the Penwith Landscape Partnership project. For the last 18 months we
have been beavering away ‘behind the scenes’ to develop Landscape Trails and ancient site
assessments as part of our contribution to the Landscape Conservation Action Plan. That
work is now complete, and the LCAP will be sumnitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund later
this year in order to release the second tranche of money - and then the Project will really
be up and running! We have been proud to have been such a key player in this major
project, and look forward to the implementation of the scheme from 2018 - 2022.

Meanwhile, our annual Pathways to the Past weekend is nearly upon us - now in its
11th year. As always, we have a varied and interesting programme, and we hope to see as
many of you at the different events as possible - all free to FOCAS members (see below).
Saturday May 27th
10.00 - 12.30 Zennor Carn, Quoit etc. Walk with John & Jill Moss. Meet Zennor car park.
2.00 - 5.00 From cliff castle to courtyard house. Walk around Bosigran with David
Giddings. Meet at Bosigran Engine House layby.

8.00 - 10.00 The power of place: reconstructing Cornwall’s prehistoric environment.

Talk by Paul Bonnington. Old Town Hall, St.Just

Sunday May 28th

11.00 - 12.30 A photographic journey around West Penwith. Talk by James Kitto. Old
Town Hall, St.Just.

2.00 - 5.00 Fairies and Phantoms, Carns and Confusion. Walk around Tregeseal with
Adrian Rodda.

8.00 - 9.00 Finds & discoveries in West Penwith. Talk by Rory Te’Tigo North Inn Pendeen

CORNISH ANCIENT SITES PROTECTION NETWORK [CASPN]
CASPN Address: Whitewaves, Boscaswell Village, Pendeen, Penzance, TR19 7EP
Web site: www.cornishancientsites.com E-mail: secretary@cornishancientsites.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups [search for C.A.S.P.N & Lizard Ancient Sites]
FRIENDS OF CORNWALL’S ANCIENT SITES [FOCAS]

To join FOCAS (£10/year waged, £14 couples, £7 unwaged) tel: Eve Salthouse 07927
671612 or e-mail focas@cornishancientsites.com, visit CASPN web site (PayPal or down-
loadable application form), or write to: 11 Victoria Row, St.Just, Penzance TR19 7LG
Adopt-a-Site scheme: e-mail: info@cornishancientsites.com
Sites Clear-Ups: Dave Munday 01736-787230 e-mail: dave@cornishancientsites.com
Report damage at sites: Tel: 01736-787186 or 01736-787522

LIZARD ANCIENT SITES NETWORK [LAN] via CASPN address (above)
Adopt-a-Site scheme: e-mail: info@cornishancientsites.com
Sites Clear-Ups: Tel: 01326-281139 e-mail: info@cornishancientsites.com
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ANCIENT TRACKS
13: Backs Lane [Chin Downs to Bosullow Trehyllys]

A series that looks at some pathways to ancient sites in West Penwith that may be the
tracks where our ancestors walked. Many of the old tracks exist as the old churchway
paths connecting settlements to the parish churches, but parts of them, especially those
with tall hedges may define old estate boundaries or are older than those. These deeply
sunken tracks, especially those that pass or go to ancient sites, are the essence and heart
of this time-worn land.

At the foot of Chlin Downs is a short stretch % R
of green lane [from SW4071 3411], known locally [ N
as Backs Lane. It can be seen quite clearly from N i
Chiin Castle at the top of the Downs, and a path
runs in a north-east direction from the Castle down Lane, 438,
BOSULLOW

to the beginning of the path. It can also be A Tmmmoys
approached by a path from Trehyllys Farm. o ]

Backs

Kerrow

Xrarm

Madron

This stretch of green lane leads directly to
Bosullow Trehyllys courtyard house settlement at
SW406 342 [see MMS87 p.7 ‘Home sweet
ancient home’ for more details of the Court-
yard House settlement]. This means that not
only is it a green lane, but that it is likely to go
even further back in time, as it is probable that
it was in existence when both Chin Castle
and Bosullow Trehyllys courtyard house
settlement were constructed in the Iron Age, i
about 2500 years ago. Indeed, both sites may
have been constructed by the same people, =& =
and the track also built at that time to link the
two. It may also have been part of the original
Tinners Way across the West Penwith moors,
used for transporting goods from inland to the 8
coast. We can infer this, because although
Backs Lane now finishes at the settlement, it
once continued, following the line of the i@
existing field hedge, and exited at the eastern jist
end of Carn Downs, where another stretch of #
the same green lane still exists. We therefore
have in this short stretch of track the echoes of
a world that existed millennia ago, whose way § %
was walked by many Iron Age people. Bosullow Trehyllys towards Carn Downs

meynmamvro.co.uk/archive
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MISSING MENHIRS - CORNWALL’S LOST STONES
17: Buryas Bridge stones

A probable standing stone, one of 3 originals, has [
recently been identified on the Megalithic Portal web site | 7"
by DrNickLeB. It lies to the south of Buryas Bridge on the |
A30 Penzance to Land’s End road, and can be reached by
taking the public bridleway heading south from Bridge
Cottage. Follow the footpath uphill for about 230 metres
until a twisted gate and fallen tree is found on the right.
This leads into a field where the northernmost stone of the
three now lies [at SW44599 28947]. It was first recorded A >
on the OS 6 inch map of 1887, along with two other stones, | N A
one in a field to the south of this one [at approx. 4460 | /Ay
2885], and a third one a couple of fields further south of

that [at approx. 4457 2863]. However, by the second| , M : \/
edition of the map in 1909, only the northernmost stone | & ]
remained, so we can assume that the other two were 1887 OS map

removed between 1887 and 1909.

The same fate nearly befell the
existing northernmost stone, as there are
clearly a line of drill holes along one side of
the stone, presumably made with a view to
blasting it with gunpowder. However, this
never occured, and, although badly mutilated,
the stone fortunately remains. It is around
2.17 metres (7ft) in length, and lies close to its
original site, as packing stones can been seen
around the shallow post hole. The field is a -
very steep sided one, so the views from the stone are |
magnificent, all the way to Mounts Bay and to Tregonning fg
and Goldolphin hills beyond.

The three original stones are almost in a due north-
south line, so may have formed part of the same alignment
or stone row. Stone rows are rare in this part of Cornwall,
so their loss is greatly to be deplored, and it is sad to think
that if today’s more enlightened approaches existed about
100 years ago, the stones may have been saved for all
time. As it is, we are lucky to have this one stone remain-
ing, and now it has been recorded, let us hope that it stays
preserved for the future.
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THE OLD STONES OF LAMORNA PLATEAU
REVISITED

In MM25 [Autumn 1994] there was an article on ‘The Old Stones of Lamorna
Plateau’, which explored many of the then largely unknown and unrecorded stones that
were widely found off the beaten track in the area between Mousehole and Lamorna. Since
then, there has been a greater awareness of these stones, with many of them listed on
Google Maps and included in Palden Jenkins’ online map of alignments. So recently, MM
returned to the area to check out these stones and explore their relationships to each other
and the surrounding landscape.
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Swingate stones [A - H] south of Swingate. Kemyel stones [A - D] around Kemyel Crease.

The first stone visited was at CASTALLACK T—
a 1.55m (5ft) boulder stone [4540 2545], in a g ;
field beside the minor road to Castallack farm.
This was originally recorded by John Michell
in his book The Old Stones of Lands End in
the early 1970s. On its eastern side near the
ground is a line of seven cup marks with two
more below, that could have been drilled in
historic times for the purpose of cutting the
stone. It is on two of the alignments in this
subset of stones, LP4 & LP7 [see p.13], and it
is also on a longer alignment going through a number of other stones to/from Boscawen-{in
circle, marking an astronomical alignment, first identified by Norman Lockyer in 1911.
From the circle this marks the Imbolc (Feb) sunset or Samhain (Nov) sunrise.

8
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At 4542 2530 there is a hedge stone menhir, and south of this at 4550 2513 there is a field,
originally called Longstone Field, though no trace of any stone now remains [see MM14].
However both stone sites are on a 9 point alignment running from Kemyel B menhir /see
p.12] to Tresvennack Pillar menhir. It is also possible that the Longstone Field stone may
also have stood on a 3 point alignment to Swingate B & Swingate E stones, which, if it did,
would make yet another alignment in this densely packed area.

Moving eastwards, we come to a cluster of stones consti-
tuting the Swingate group. The first of these was again
identified by John Michell and is now called the
SWINGATE A menbhir. It is a 2m (64ft) triangular shaped
boulder stone that stands in a field west of Swingate B
[below] at 4570 2517. Michell said that “Like all except
the most famous stones, it is now threatened by changing
agricultural methods and the introduction of heavy farm =
machinery”, but fortunately over 40 years later it remains |
in place. However, Michell mentioned that a second
nearby stone (making them a pair) had recently been
destroyed. Swingate A is intervisible with several other
stones and is on the subset group alignment LP5 [see
p.13]. Tt is also on a longer alignment through a hedge
stone to the Blind Fiddler menhir and Sancreed Beacon.

Swingate A
In the early 1980s John Barnatt visited the area for his

book Prehistoric Cornwall, and recorded two more stones

in this group, which he called Swingate B & C. However . :
on the way down the lane from Swingate farmhouse, he J.
missed a further stone in a field opposite the aforemen-
tioned farmhouse, now named SWINGATE D [4582
2539]. This is another triangular stone, about 1.5m (4.8ft)
high, and lies on two alignments LP1 and LP4 [see p.13].

As this article was being prepared for publication, Andy
Norfolk, who was looking at the Google maps for the area,
noticed another two hitherto unidentified stones in
adjoining fields south-east of Swingate D. These have now
been named SWINGATE G & SWINGATE H /photos
on p.10]. Swingate G is a boulder stone at 4598 2535, and
Swingate H is an upright at 4608 2532. These two stones
are likely to be part of this same subset, as they form an
alignment LP6 [see p.13] that runs from Swingate D,
through G & H and on to Swingate E.

Swingate D
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[left] Swingate G and [right[ long distance shot of Swingate H, taken from the field
boundary between G & H. Without the field boundaries both stones would have been
intervisible with each other and with Swingate D.

Returning to the lane and and continuing down it, we come
to a field on the right where SWINGATE B stone stands
[4582 2524]. It is a 1.65m (5.4ft) upright stone almost due
south of Swingate D, and is intervisible with it. It lies on
two alignments in this subset LP1 & LP3 [see p.13], but
unlike Castallack, Swingate A & Swingate D it is upright
in shape rather than triangular.

The lane from Swingate Farm leads down to Kemyel Drea
Farm where it meets an inland path. Turn left (NE direc-
tion) and take the path through the farm, where the next
stone SWINGATE C stands [4614 2522]. This is a 1.85m
(6ft) upright stone, similar to Swingate B, but this time at
an angle that points in a NE direction to St.Michael’s
Mount, denoting a midsummer solstice sunrise alignment.
St.Michael’s Mount is of course perhaps Cornwall’s most
famous holy island, and the early name of the Mount even &
meant “hill of the sun”. All this seems to suggest that
Swingate C is an ancient standing stone, and one of the =
stones of this sub-group. It is on alignment LP3 [see p.13],
and also on a longer alignment going from it to Redhouse
SW menhir, Sancreed church tower, Botrea Barrows
(barrow A), Truthwall Common entrance grave C, to Carn
Bean B & Carn Bean A cairns.

There are two further stones in this Swingate group,
SWINGATE E & SWINGATE F that, when they were
first investigated over 20 years ago, were thought to be
rubbing posts. However in the light of the discovery of all
the other stones in the group, and the fact that they too are
on subset alignments this needs to be reasessed. Swingate C

10
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They lie further along
this inland path from
Keyyel Drea Farm
towards ~ Mousehole
with lovely views over &
the sea, and were it not
for modern hedges,
would certainly be
intervisible with some
of the other Swingate
stones. We come first
to SWINGATE E
[4635 2520] which is
on three alignments
LP2, LP3 and LP6 Swingate E Swingate F

[see p.13], followed

by, in an adjoining field eastwards, SWINGATE F [4649 2535], which is on alignments
LP2 & LP4. Both of these stones are uprights, and seem to be definitely connected with
the other Swingate stones.

That completes this group of 7 Swingate stones, which is an incredible concentration for
such a small area of about 1 sq. mile. However, we are not finished with stones in this
mini area, for less than a mile further south, there are another cluster of 4 stones, known
as the Kemyel cluster, around Kemyel Crease farm.

If we reverse direction on this inland path and head back
westwards towards Lamorna, we pass Kemyel Drea farm
and continue on the footpath through a wooded copse and
across a stream until we reach Kemyel Crease farm. From
the farm, at a house called Kemyel Point, an old green
land heads down towards the sea, perhaps a fisherman’s
or a smuggler’s lane. In the first field to the west of this
lane stands KEMYEL A menhir [4569 2467], a 1.9m
(6Y%ft) high stone, which Robin Payne (in The Romance of |
the Stones) describes as “a formidable piece of granite
that took a considerable amount of effort to erect”. The
farmer said that it goes back at least 5 or 6 generations in
his family, so it would seem to be a good candidate for a
genuine menhir. It points directly to the very tip of the
Lizard across the expanse of Mount’s Bay at an angle that
would give a Samhain (Nov) sunrise or Imbolc (Feb)
sunset alignment. It is also on the LP5 alignment /p.13].

11
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Walking further down the green lane, at a bend in the lane, g
where it turns in a SE direction, there is a stone in the
hedge at 4573 2466 called KEMYEL B This dowses as a &
genuine menhir, and is clearly not a gatepost stone, as it f§
stands behind two gatepost stones. Since first discovered
by MM in 1994, it has become more overgrown but is still §
identifiable. It lies on the LP2 alignment [see p.13], and
also marks the start point of a longer 9 point alignment
that ends at Tresvennack Pillar menhir.

Further down the lane in a field to the east at 4587 2458
stands KEMYEL C stone. This is another triangular stone
1.75m (5.75ft) standing in a slight hollow. Again, there §
are extensive views out to sea, and in the far distance the
coastline of the Lizard peninsula stretches away to the SE.
This stone is on two of the sub-set alignments,
LP1 & LP7 [see p.13], but LP7 is also part of
a longer alignment that goes from this stone
and 2 others in the sub-set through the
Redhouse menhirs to Kerris Round and Kerris
menhir, These latter stones are only a short
distance to the NW of this subset on the
Lamorna plateau, and form a good 6-point
alignment within a few miles of each other.

Finally, we come to the last stone in this Eiis 3
Kemyel group, KEMYEL D [4568 2486], the Kemyel C
most recent to be identified. It stands in a field

immediately behind the Kemyel Crease farm buildings
beside a public footpath, and is an upright stone, about
1.5m (5ft) high. Its position right at the edge of the field :%
next to some wire fencing does not suggest that it is a §
rubbing post, and indeed it on alignment LP7 [see p.13]
that can be extended to Kerris Round & Menhir. It has a
similar shape to the Swingate B stone, and it is a curious
observation that all the stones in this sub group can be
divided either into upright stones (Swingate B, Swingate
C, Swingate H, Kemyel B & Kemyel D); triangular stones
(Swingate D, Swingate E, Swingate F, Kemyel A &
Kemyel C); or boulder shaped (Castallack, Swingate A &
Swingate G). This is a most interesting - and still little
known - set of stones in this little-visited corner of West A
Penwith that repay visiting and studying further. Kemyel D
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LP1 Azimuth - 177.0°
Kemyel C menhir 4587 2458
Swingate B menhir 4582 2524
Swingate D menhir 4582 2539
LP2 Azimuth - 44.0°
Kemyel B menhir 4573 2466
Swingate E menhir 4635 2520
Swingate F menhir 4649 2535
LP3 Azimuth - 92.0°
Swingate B menhir 4582 2524
Swingate C menhir 4614 2522
Swingate E menhir 4635 2520

LP4 Azimuth - 93.7°
Swingate F menhir 4649 2535
Swingate D menhir 4582 2539
Castallack menhir 4540 2545
LP5 Azimuth - 0.07°

Kemyel A menhir 4569 2467
Swingate A menhir 4570 2517
Sheffield menhir 4585 2752

LP6 Azimuth - 112.0°

Swingate D menhir 4582 2539
Swingate G menhir 4598 2535
Swingate H menhir 4608 2532
Swingate E menhir 4635 2520

LP7 Azimuth - 150.5°

Kemyel C menhir 4587 2458
Kemyel D menhir 4568 2486
Castallack menhir 4540 2545

extended to Kerris Round & menhir

to Kerris 1o Sheffield
VA

DISCUSSION

The Lamorna Plateau complex seems extraordinary -
unlike anything else in West Penwith or elsewhere in
Cornwall. The question remains as to why this should
be so? Of course it might be all a coincidence, or the
stones rubbing posts put up by farmers. But many are
much bigger than they need to be if they were simply
rubbing posts, and why so many compared with other
farms, who have one or two at most? Palden Jenkins
suggests that perhaps it was a special prehistoric project
of some sort, for some particular purpose, and localised
there in a somewhat out-of-the-way location that's quite
usefully flat and over the valley from the Merry Maid-
ens complex. He adds: “The idea that it represents a
constellation is tantalising. Or it's a set of mathematical
relationships?” Or could it be that everywhere was
originally covered with as many standing stones and
markstones, but in most cases many have been removed

over time, leaving just this remote flat corner with them, that no-one bothered to remove?
Whatever the answer, this area remains an intriguing enigma.

Thanks to Palden Jenkins for his work on these alignments, to Ray Cox for explorations of
the sites, to Lana Jarvis for dowsing input, and to Andy Norfolk for additional information.
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CASTALLACK'’S HISTORIC SITES
by Raymond Cox

(Castell — Cornish for “the place of castle, village or tor”)

The area around Castallack Carn and
the hamlet of Castallack above the Lamorna
valley was rich in ancient remains. Some are
there today and are indications of the life of
old communities. Of course many areas of
West Penwith can be easily designated as
multi-period landscapes when sites of
varying eras are seen together. Castallack
has the extant, the hidden, the destroyed, the
repaired, the artefacts, the imaginative — and
the questionable — in addition to one of the
beautiful bridle paths of the region [see
MM91 p.6]. This leads west from the hamlet, passes a mysterious disused quarry hidden
away just off the path in enclosed vegetation, and opens out into a field with far-reaching
views before becoming a wide green lane to the valley.

to
Penzance

When the Heritage Environmental Record (HER) states that the large Roundago,
(SW 448 254), (the Cornish name for Round or Tor,) may be associated with the nearby
hut circle, courtyard house and field system it’s worth taking note. Indeed, a courtyard
house was once identified within the Round itself from artefacts found in the 19th century,
as well as one just outside it to the east which was identified from crop marks. Then there
was the hut circle very close to the northeast, and a field system. They are no longer there
as they were unfortunately destroyed by a local person or persons who wanted the stone.
There are no natural stones in great number in this area unlike many places in Penwith.

The Roundago, a Romano-British Round, has been a scheduled monument since
1972. Tt is the large central feature of the Castallack sites and measures about 55m (180ft)
by 49m (160ft). The entrance was on the south side. Part of the enclosure wall, about half
the length, is extant and is about 1.5m (4.9ft) high and varying in thickness. Evidence came
to light of wall rebuilding in the past, but the Roundago was partially destroyed in the 19"
century. The Ordnance Survey’s 1st Edition 25” map shows the site incorporated into the
modern field landscape with segments of the wall missing. Nevertheless it remains a good
example of this type of monument, and in 2001 the Cornwall Archaeological Unit replaced
fallen slabs. The OS survey in 1960 indicates that it is situated on high ground, but the
position was not a good defensive one. An interesting thought, and evidence perhaps that
Rounds, less defensible enclosures than hill forts, were, for the farming communities, better
suited to keep out livestock, wild animals and — ironically - thieves than to defy attacks.
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