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The recent dividing-up of English Heritage into the statutory Historic England and
the ultimately self-financing English Heritage Trust is already beginning to have some
serious consequences. One positive outcome is that English Heritage is doing a review of
all the properties they own, one of which is Chysauster courtyard house settlement in west
Cornwall. A Conservation Management plan was drawn up by the CAU, which included
some excellent recommendations, including a suggestion that the fogou (currently filled in
with sand and inaccessible) should be properly excavated and restored. The report adds:
“Lack of access is a source of disappointment to many visitors and its restoration should
be considered a priority for future intervention”. This is very good news, but whether
English Heritage will act on the recommendations remains to be seen.

The other piece of news concerning English Heritage is not so good. At Tintagel, they
have decided that they would like to create 28 visual displays at the site of the Castle,
including one of a 8.5ft statue of Arthur in late medieval gear, to stand on the clifftop on
The Island and a ‘sword in the stone’ structure! The Cornwall Archaelogical Unit
assessed that 9 of these would have a neutral effect on archaeology and visual amenity,
but that 19 would have minor to moderate negative impacts: nevertheless Cornwall
Council gave permission for all of them. The first to be created was a carving of Merlin in
the cliff face below the Castle, which caused outrage and the accusation that English
Heritage was ‘dumbing down’ the site to try and boost visitor numbers. The issue received
widespread coverage in the national media, and a local Group KMTU (Kernow Matters to
Us) led the opposition by commenting: “Cornish history gets sidelined, while English
Heritage concentrates on dumbed-down populist trash that they think will attract the
punters”. In an appearance on the One Show on BBC1, Craig Weatherhill added: “ANY
negative impact on the archaeology and visual amenity of such an iconic, important and
spectacular site should have been refused permission”. There are questions that need to be
asked about how this was allowed to happen. The CAU were perfectly correct in the
consultation report that they produced, but the fact that Cornwall Council then proceeded
to ignore all their reservations and just passed the applications without question seems
incomprehensible. English Heritage have agreed to a meeting with KMTU to discuss the
matter, but whether they are willing to withdraw their plans is another matter altogether. It
seems unbelievable that they would even consider plonking statues and instillations of
‘King Arthur’ and other tableaux all over what has been, and continues to be, such an
important archaeological and historic site, and if this is a presage of how they might treat
their sites in future, then God/dess help us all!
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DOWSING NEWS

October 2015 brought the first of the Autumn’s indoor talks with Trencrom
Dowsers presentation on ‘Animal Healing” with 4 nn Lodygowski, and Tamar Dowsers
discussion of ‘Sound Dowsing’ with Nigel Twinn and Bill Kenny. In November, there
was another talk with Tamar Dowsers on ‘Applying Intuition’ with Christopher Strong,
and again one on ‘Animal Healing’ with 4 nn Lodygowski. In the same month, there was
a special visit from Isabel Derry, President of the British Society of Dowsers, who
travelled down from Cumbria to Trencrom to present Ba Miller with the Billy Gawn
Award, "in recognition of 30 years of commitment to Earth Energies' dowsing and her
continuing work as an exceptional dowser, healer, rescarcher and promoter of the art".

Meanwhile, West Comwall Dowsers were out and about in the land, and in
November visited Gunwalloe Church (previously visited by Trencrom Dowsers in Aug
2013 - see MM83 p.3). Bart O’Farrell spoke about how the Apollo and Athena lines met
here in the belltower, which was specially opened for the Group. They tracked the
different paths of both lines, and Bart mentioned how the width of the Apollo line varied,
contracting at dusk and expanding at sunrise. On a previous occasion an Earthsound group
had chanted here, and the Apollo line width had expanded considerably.

The Group also discovered that the Celtic cross in the churchyard had been moved
from its original position closer to the churchyard wall, and had originally marked a
pilgrim’s path leading from the churchyard down to a holy well in the sands below: a note
inside the church in a churchbook also confirmed this. The Group dowsed for this well,
and found its location in the sands outside the
church at SW66042 20551, but the spring
feeding it had since moved. One of the Group,

dry. Dowsing also revealed that the church
wall had been originally further out, which T
meant that the holy well would have been &
inside the wall, and not outside as it is now.
See p.4 of this MM for more information & ; e
about this holy well and Gunwalloe Day. Dowsing for the well on the sands

At the beginning of December Trencrom Dowsers held a talk by John Moss and
Palden Jenkins on ‘Leys and Energy Lines: what does it all mean?’. John gave a succinct
summary of ley hunting over the last century, emphasising the difference between leys
(alignment of sites) and energy lines. Then Palden took over, showing the application of
alignments of sites in West Penwith from his new Alignments Map. Many of the
audience, both ley hunters and dowsers, joined in the fascinating interactive discussion.
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The winter solstice sunrise found o
Tamar Dowsers at The Hurlers on & ("f*ﬁf%ﬂ‘"‘*f
Bodmin Moor, together with Anne Hughes
and a group of choiristers and celebrants to |
sing in the dawn. Before the singing began, [
the Michael and Mary lines were plotted, |
together with 63 radial lines emanating
from the centre of the stone circle.
Subsequent enquiry uncovered that there
had formerly been around 40, prior to a
ceremony taking place at the stones the
night before. During the Solstice singing,
the radial count rose to 80, then to 83,
where it plateaued - before dropping back
as the group drifted away. A ‘bubble of
energy’ around the singers was dowsed,
which grew with the input of the
participants; and investigation of both of
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the Michael and Mary lines afterwards B e
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showed that they had moved to some
extent from their typical alignments. A
fascinating early morning’s work.

A STONE. CIRCAES

Talks continued with Tamar and Trencrom Dowsers throughout early 2016. In
January Tamar Dowsers had a talk by Palden Jenkins on his West Penwith alignments
map; and Trencrom Dowsers had a workshop by Fay Palmer on ‘The Consciousness of
Water’, during which participants dowsed for the energy in water, the environment and
themselves, and discovered how water can transmit that energy from one location to
another. In February Trencrom Dowsers had a talk by John Christian, Dartmoor artist and
dowser. e described how he had had a vision of a ley crossing the land, visualised as a
thin silver line, and pointed out that Alfred Watkins had described much the same thing in
his book The Old Straight Track, published in 1925. John also discovered that a number
of churches in mid-Devon were in direct alignment, finishing at the Temple church on
Bodmin Moor, and he talked about some of the beliefs of the Templars. Coincidentally,
the next day the Tamar Dowsers had a talk by A/an Jones on the Knights Templar. In
March Trencrom Dowsers had a talk by Dr Patrick MacManaway on ‘Conversations with
Landscape - Dragons, Elementals and Devas: celebrating our sacred relationship with all
things’, in which he showed how communicating with plant spirits on their own
vibrational levels could vastly increase crop yields. In the same month Tamar Dowsers
had a talk by 4nne Hughes on ‘Death - a dowser’s perspective’ in which she explored
death as an aspect of consciousness, and how to deal with dowsable information from the
spirit world. Finally in April Trencrom Dowsers had a talk by Christopher Strong on
finding lost objects, pets, people and ancestors.

The Hurlers drawing [c] NIgel Twinn. Dowsing heading [c] Jean Hands

3



MEYN MAMVRO | 90 | Summer 2016 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

GUNWALLOE WELL - SUNK BENEATH THE SANDS

Gunwalloe holy well on the Lizard was
formerly one of Cornwall’s most renouned
holy wells. It was first mentioned by
A.H.Cummings in 1875 (in The Churches and
Antiquities of Gunwalloe) in which he placed
it “close to the church porch, only a few fee
over the precipitous rock, which in part forms g
a breakwater and protection from the waves”. 8
He goes on to say: “The spring that once
bubbled up in its rocky basin is no longer o T
there: sand and stones fill up the well at each Gunwalloe church cove,
high tide, and though occasionally cleaned out viewed from the site of the holy well
for the satisfaction of the wayfarer’s curiosity
is yet only an imperfect semblence of its former self”. In 1891 Quiller Couch (4 ncient and
holy wells of Cornwall) searched “long and carefully for the well” but could find no trace.

However, an anonymous report in The Cornishman’ newspaper of August 12th
1909 was more helpful. It said: “Local tradition, supported by the ‘oldest inhabitant’, has
always agreed in placing the site of the long-buried holy well at the foot of the rocks a few
feet to the south of the churchyard wall. About twenty feet or so from the wall and some
four feet above the sand could be seen a roughly semicircular cutting in the rock.” It adds:
“A small band of enthusiasts, headed by the Vicar of Gunwalloe, recently made an attempt
to see if the cutting gave any clue to the site of the well. Spades were borrowed from some
children, who were attempting to divert the river from its usual channel, and a start was
made. A foot or so below the level of the sand the rock was found to be cut back in a
semicircle, and about two feet deep fresh and sweet-tasting water was found, apparently
running out from a crevice in the rock. Time did not allow for further exploration, but it is
hoped to clear away the sand and ascertain if this is really the holy well.”

According to A.H.Cummings: “That Gunwalloe was considered by the country folk
a well of some importance there can be little doubt, for one day in the year, which was
called Gunwalloe Day, was set apart for cleaning out this holy well, now only remembered
by two old men out of the whole population of this place.” The Cornishman report adds:
“The oldest inhabitant says that up to 70 years ago the well was cleared out every year
from the sand that was washed into it, and a sum of five shillings was paid by the parish for
this purpose.” It also says that the water was used for baptisms, and that the well was used
for divination. “Pins or similar objects were thrown in, while the proper incantations were
used, and by the movement of the water, or the position in which the object settled,
conclusions were drawn, perhaps by a girl who wanted to know when and whom she
should marry, or by a fisherman anxious to know what his luck would be.” There are some
local people nowadays, headed by Ann Muller of Ann’s Pasty Shop on the Lizard, who
would like to revive this custom, and uncover and clear out the well once again, so who
knows whether the well ‘sunk beneath the sands’ may one day once again reappear!
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C.AS.P.N & LAN NEWS ROUND-UP

Cornish Ancient Sites Protection Network

Work has begun on the Penwith Landscape Partnership Project (Part 2) to submit
to the Heritage Lottery Fund to confirm the Grant of 2.7 million pounds for a series of
interconnected projects for the West Penwith landscape. CASPN is the lead partner on the
Archacology (Ancient Penwith) strand, with aid from the Historic Environment Service of
Cornwall Council. A Working Party has been set up, and is now in the process of creating
a number of ‘Landscape Trails’ that will provide circular walks and cycle routes to the
ancient sites. Linked to this will be schemes for the preservation and maintenance of the
sites, and educational projects to involve local people and schools in ‘ownership’ of these
important places. We have about 18 months to get all of this together before the second
stage bid, so this is a very busy time for us.

However, we are all looking forward to the annual Pathways to the Past weekend
at the end of May (Sat 28th & Sun 29th). This year marks the 10th anniversary of the
weekend, and a great selection of walks and talks are planned. Full details are on the
website (address below), or from Meyn Mamvro. Please note that the talks on Saturday
evening (with Paul Bonnington) and Sunday morning (with Adam Sharpe) have been
moved from the Count House at Botallack to St.Just Town Hall. We hope to see many of
our MM readers at these events.

Finally, it is with sadness that we report the death of Neville Noye. Neville was a
great supporter of CASPN, and donated to us the hillfort at Lesingey, to the west of
Penzance, which we have been looking after for a number of years now. Neville stipulated
that the collection made at his funeral should be split between CASPN and another
charity, so that even in his death he thought of us. Lesingey Round will always be his
legacy to all.

CORNISH ANCIENT SITES PROTECTION NETWORK [CASPN]
CASPN Address: Whitewaves, Boscaswell Village, Pendeen, Penzance, TR19 7EP
Web site: www.cornishancientsites.com E-mail: secretary@cornishancientsites.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups [search for C.A.S.P.N & Lizard Ancient Sites]
FRIENDS OF CORNWALL’S ANCIENT SITES [FOCAS]

To join FOCAS (£10/year waged, £14 couples, £7 unwaged) tel: Eve Salthouse 07927
671612 or e-mail focas@cormishancientsites.com, visit CASPN web site for downloadable
application form, or write to: 11 Victoria Row, St.Just, Penzance TR19 7LG
Adopt-a-Site scheme: e-mail: focas@cornishancientsites.com
Sites Clear-Ups: Dave Munday 01736-787230 e-mail: dave@cornishancientsites.com
Report damage at sites: Tel: 01736-787186 or 01736-787522

LIZARD ANCIENT SITES NETWORK [LAN] via CASPN address (above)
Adopt-a-Site scheme: e-mail: info@cornishancientsites.com, or phone 01736-787186
Sites Clear-Ups: Tel: 01736-787186 e-mail: info@cornishancientsites.com

|




MEYN MAMVRO | 90 | Summer 2016

ANCIENT TRACKS

10: Botrea lane

meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

A series that looks at some pathways to ancient sites in West Penwith that may be the
tracks where our ancestors walked. Many of the old tracks exist as the old churchway
paths connecting settlements to the parish churches, but parts of them, especially those
with tall hedges may define old estate boundaries or are older than those. These deeply
sunken tracks, especially those that pass or go to ancient sites, are the essence and heart

of this time-worn land.

An ancient track, that may be an old tinner’s track or
drovers road, runs from the A3071 Penzance to St.Just road
towards Sancreed. On the hill slopes above the track, lie a
number of ancient sites, that archaeologist Andy Jones has
identified as a ‘Cornish Bronze Age ceremonial land-
scape’ [BAR publications, 2005 and article in MM61 p.16-17].
There are four kerbed platform barrows on Botrea hill in a
roughly north-south line [SW4031 3121]. If you climb the hill
from the A3071 road, each barrow appears, one after the other,
until you reach the topmost barrow, where the landscape opens
up, and a number of sacred hills become visible:
to the SE is Sancreed Beacon, to the east is
St.Michael’s Mount, and to the west (on a clear
day) are the Isles of Scilly. These 4 barrows were
excavated in 1826, with finds of arrowheads, and
a cist containing an urn with ashes.

Returning to the lane, as you approach
Botrea Farm, there is a standing stone in a
paddock to the east of the lane behind some trees
[SW4034 3051]. Since first reporting it in MM73
p.9, we have learnt that in fact the stone was
lying down, but was erected on the directions of the late
Hamish Miller. Hamish arranged for very few stones to be put
back up, so he must have thought that this one was of some
significance, though neither the landowner John Tobin nor
Hamish’s widow Ba can remember why that was so. :

Finally, on the hill slope above Botrea Farm, from the
later Iron Age there lies a single courtyard house [SW4042
3076] with an associated Round House [at 4040 3080] and
field system. The Courtyard House is a large one - 28m (92ft)
by 24m (80ft) with round, long and oval rooms, and has
extensive views over the valley. The family who built this
home must have been aware of the barrows of their ancestors
lying just over the hill, and the old track that led to their home.

6
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HOME SWEET ANCIENT HOME
WHERE OUR ANCESTORS LIVED: 11 - Bosigran

To the west of Bosigran Farm on the B3306

N
north coast road, lies a substantial Courtyard House g R —
settlement, known as Bosigran West [SW423 371].| . . m%‘" Bof%
The settlement is quite widely scattered, and consists |\, Bosigran fame ©
of three Courtyard Houses [CH] and a possible “(\:“”e /:f;l X
Round House [RH], with the remains of a possible [ iaaeati

fourth Courtyard House, mutilated by more recent
structures. The settlement is quite well preserved,
with visible remains, including some of the rooms of
the Courtyard Houses, and several upright stones.

fCan,
(@lva \

o
3
St Just B

Bosigran West |

N | [ c]r V(jraigiWeatherhill

Bosigran East houses with views of Carn Galva

Perhaps the most significant feature of the site is how it references Carn Galva, a
holy hill and Neolithic tor enclosure that is visible dramatically standing to the south of
the site. Undoubtedly, this hill would have been seen as a place of the ancestors, and
would have been an ever-present reminder of the sacred landscape wherein the Courtyard
House Settlement was built. In addition, to the north-west of the settlement, only 460m
(500 yds) away lies Bosigran Castle, a contemporary Iron Age cliff castle, that was most
probably used and visited by the inhabitants of the settlement. These people lived in the
most dramatic sacred landscape possible.

About half a km (less than half a mile) away to the east lies the remains of
Bosigran East Courtyard House settlement [SW428 370], a much more modest affair
and less well preserved than Bosigran West. A single courtyard house was built here, with
another possible smaller one built adjoining an Iron Age Round. A stone mound to the
west may have originally been a fogou.
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MISSING MENHIRS -
CORNWALL’S LOST STONES

16: Carnewas menhir

This menhir was first identified in 2009 by
Sheila Harper and Steve Hebdige of the Newquay
OCS. It was lying in the boundary hedge of the &=
National Trust car park at Bedruthan Steps, North &
Cornwall [SW8475 6885] and is listed on the {5
Megalithic Portal web site. It was about 9ft tall, and &
made of precipitated quartz, similar to other menhirs
in the area. It was plotted as being on an alignment
which passes by St.Eval longstone, the Magi Stone on |
St.Breock Downs, and the Mén Gurtha standing stone.
The stone was reported to the National Trust, but
sadly was not listed on the Historic Environment
Record at the time. When NOCAG (Newquay Old §
Cornwall Archaeology Group) re-visited it in 2014,
they discovered that a wall had been built over it,
leaving just the two ends visible. NOCAG added: “It
also looks like the end of the stone was knocked off, . ;
which is really a shame and illustrates the ignorance of [4bove] Carnewas menhir in its

some [people] to our archaeological heritage”. They original position
contacted the National Trust about it, and Mike  /Below] Incorporated into the
Simmonds replied that they didn’t know it was a rebuilt hedge

menbhir until after the hedge was rebuilt.

STONE CIRCLE & CROMLECH AT ST.COLUMB MAJOR?

Sheila Harper has also drawn our attention to an entry that she came across in some
notebooks of George White from 1959, in which he talks mabout “some interesting stones
approx. ¥ mile north of the farm house at Whitewater, St.Columb Major”. He says that
they were “the remains of a cromlech surrounded by a ring of stone pillars app. 4ft 6in in
height, the diameter of the circle being approx. 20ft.” The site was inspected by himself
and the archaeologist Dorothy Dudley in 1952, but nothing has been recorded since then.
Sheila drew it to the attention of Phil Ellery from St.Columb Major OCS, who went to
have a look at the site and found a pile of quartz rocks dumped along the side of a hedge
adjacent to a gate in the possible vicinity of where the possible “quoit and stone circle”
may have been. The HER records a possible ploughed out barrow across the road at
SW9003 6574.



MEYN MAMVRO | 90 | Summer 2016 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

BOSLOW STONE THEORY

Penwith [SW3925 3305] stands at a crossroads
of ancient trackways and is on the boundary of [
St.Just and Sancreed parishes. The stone is in
its original position at the head of a stonc-lined
grave and bears a single name which can only §
be read at midday when the sun is exactly in
the south: TAETVERA. This is Latinised 7th
century Cornish: Taithuere = “exalter of the ¥
journey”. The stone is now at some risk from modern farm machinery as a recent picture
shows that deep rutted tracks have been made very close to, and over the grave.

Craig Weatherhill has recently come up with an interesting theory about the grave.
He says:- “A contemporary incised cross on the southern face of the stone, and Alpha-
Omega symbols under the inscription, indicate that this is the grave of an early Celtic
priest, but which one? ‘Taithuere’ could be a ‘name taken in religion’, e.g. Wynftrith
became St Boniface; Magonus was the birth name of St Patrick; and every Pope in history
has done it, too. Was there a local priest of this era who was known for taking himself off
on frequent journeys? There was: St Just himself, actually a man called Yestin, who also
journeyed to his other churches at St Just in Roseland and Gorran Haven, while there are
tales of his visits to St Achebran at St Keverne. Then there’s the name of this stone in
1613: Crowze East (crows Ust, “St Just’s cross”). Is this the gravestone of St Just?”’

WELLS
CORNER

A regular feature on Cornwall’s holy wells
Menacuddle well [SX0118 5325]

Menacuddle well, near St.Austell, lies most B
picturesquely amongst  trees and rhodeden-
drum bushes by a river and a waterfall, ® g .
reached by a bridge across the stream. It has a 15th century well house restored in the
1920s as a tribute to a member of the Sawle family of the Menacuddle estate who was
killed in WWI. However, it has over recent years sadly detererioted and is need of some
TLC. A local group, the Friends of Menacuddle Well, have been formed under the
auspices of STAR (St.Austell Renewables), a local community group, and they applied
for a grant from the new Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ fund for community projects. Three groups
in Cornwall were short-listed for the annual award, and the Friends were given a total of
at least £8000 to help them with their project. They intend to restore the well and create a
plan for its future maintenance, and once the initial project has been completed, to extend
their work to the surrounding area.
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LOGAN STONES:

they moved the earth for me
by Rory Te’Tigo

Granite or porphyric rock is the base rock of the Penwith peninsula. In a few places
it is also possible to find greenstone, blue elvin and slate. But granite infused with metal
ores of tin, copper, and iron is what you can find in abundance in this most westerly
peninsula of Cornwall. Granite is a name that derives from the Latin word “granu” for
grain. And crystalized grains of the minerals feldspar, quartz and mica as well as a variety
of amphibole minerals is what constitutes our local granite. This mix of mineral crystals
varies in its quantities and as a result the colour and consistency of the local granite can be
different within a few dozen of yards. An important quality of the local granite is that
these minerals have different expansion rates at different temperatures. This is the reason
for a temperature related “weathering” or degrading of the local granite that leads to the
natural creation of “tors” or stacks of granite that sometimes includes large pieces of rock
that are finely balanced on top of earth-fast stone.

This occurs not very often and if one looks around these “tors,” it is possible to see
that for every finely balanced “logan stone” there are many other tor stones that were not
in balance when the weathering parted them from their base rock. These toppled and fell
and now lie next to their original perches. Naturally balanced “rocking stones”, Cornish
“logan stones” occur in all areas of Cornish granite upland but they are rare. So they did
not escape the observations of our forebears. It is easy to understand that they saw them as
special places; places that were holy and by gently rocking these stones that can weigh
several tons they sought to contact a higher self, the venerated spirits of their own forbears
and the great earth mother goddess herself.

Unfortunately logan stones also attract
hooligans and other idiots who try to topple
them from their perches. The best known |
case of hooliganism was the toppling of the
well-known Treen Logan Stone [SW3968
3810] in 1824 by the Royal Navy Lieutenant ;
Hugh Colvill Goldsmith who caused it to slip
about three feet where it lodged in a crevice. [§
Because of the strength of local outrage about
this act of wanton vandalism he was made to
restore the rock to its rightful place. This cost :
him £130 8s 6d - a large sum of money in Treen logan stone [circled] -
1824. It is alleged that the Treen Logan Stone second outcrop from the end.
nevertheless no longer rocks as it was not put
back into its proper position.
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This Logan Rock has an interesting legend attached to it. The logan stone was used
by a giant to sit on it whilst his wife sat on another rock, the Lady Giants Chair nearby.
Another giant that lived in a cave below had become attracted to the giant’s wife. So one
day the cave giant stabbed the other giant in the belly and pushed him into the sea. The
giants of fairy-tales most possibly were the tribal leaders of old and the cliff castle of
Treryn Dinas, in whose western corner the Treen Logan Stone can be found, was most
possibly a stronghold used by them.

There are three other logan stones I want
to introduce to the readers of Meyn Mamvro.
Two are in the parish of Zennor. The largest is
the “Giants or Witches Rock” [SW4538 3877].
It can be found in an area of ploughed out stones
to the north-north-east of Zennor Churchtown.
This area of scrub is not easy to enter. At times I
have found this stone was unbalanced and no
longer resting just on one contact point but on
three and therefore no longer rocking. At other
times I found that it is quite easy to rock it. It
has several dips, large bowls that were most Giants/Witch's Rock, Zennor
possibly created by fire and weathering on its
northern, lower area. These dips not only change the balance of this rock but also make it
easier to climb on to it. It is reported that one can be initiated as a witch by walking
around this stone nine times anticlockwise (widdershins) on a night without a moon, or by
climbing up on to the stone nine times. Walking around this stone is very difficult as it is
in the middle of an area full of boulders, ivy, gorse and blackberry bushes. Therefore
walking around it, in the dark, nine times takes a very devoted person indeed.

The other Logan stone in Zennor
that 1 want to introduce to you is on
Zennor Carn [SW4629 3810], a large
rocky hill inland from Zennor. If you
walk up into Zennor valley and take a
scrabbly footpath to the left, up the hill
close to some cottages, you will end up
on the southern end of Zennor Carn. You
will find the Logan Stone on the south-
western fringe of the rocky outcrop. This
stone makes a deep rumbling sound Logan stone, Zennor Carn [circled]
when rocked. Standing on it, rocking it
and looking across the valley one can become quite disorientated and enter into a
meditative state of mind and thus find a way into the otherworld.
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The third Logan Stone is visible from the
coastal path just south of Land’s End. I remember
seeing this boulder many years ago whilst walking
on the coastal path. I thought at the time that it was
a quoit, the remains of an early Bronze Age burial
chamber. Much later when I to investigate it [at
SW3492 2415], it turned out that what from a
distance looked to me like four slabs of Granite that i
formed a small chamber with a capstone on top,
was actually a single square block of earthfast rock
with a finely balanced large stone on top. It was Logan Stone near Land’s End
quite easy for me to climb up on to this stone. But
unless one focuses ones eyes on a fixed point on the horizon, rocking the stone felt scary.
Once I had overcome this frightening feeling by focusing my eyes on a fixed point I then
realised that if I unfocused whilst still looking into the distance I was able get into a deep
meditative state. The rolling movement of the stone, the rolling of the waves and the
gentle movement of my body combined to create an experience as if I was standing on a
threshold into the “Other World.” My feet were firmly on the rock so that I could maintain
the movement of the stone but my mind began to travel across the waves, along the
shining path of light reflected on the water towards ‘Tir-na-nog’, the Island of the Blessed
of Celtic mythology. Once I stopped actively rocking the stone it still took some time
before it stopped moving me. I have to admit that this logan stone moved the earth for me.

And maybe if these stones are approached in a quiet, respectful and gentle way
they may move the earth for you as well; be it by gently touching a tree, a rock or a tuft of
grass, a logan stone or just a pebble from a beach. The entire world is full of spirit, some
places more so than others. And logan stones are definitely stones that are outstanding in
their ability to act as gateways to the understanding of the beauty of the green earth and
the life upon it.

Photos p.10 [c] Meyn Mamvro p.11 & 12 [c] Rory Te Tigo.

Other logan stones in West Penwith

Other logan stones recorded in West Penwith by Peter Stanier* include ones on the
moors at Boswarlas Lehau near St.Just (mentioned by Borlase), apparently no longer
extant; on the summit of Cam Galva “which readily and easily oscillates”; on the summit
of Rosewall Hill (which West Cornwall Dowsers looked for but could not find); and on
nearby Tregarthen Hill where “several logan stones can be found: in the 19" century one
was called the Cradle because of its shape and a large cavity on top, and there are at least
two examples of double logans, where the motion of the top stone sets off the one it is
resting on”. Stanier also mentions several coastal logan stones in addition to the one at
Treryn Dinas [see p.10]. These are at Gwennap Head to the west of Treryn Dinas; and at
Bosigran Castle on the north coast, just north of Carn Galva, of which Polsue [1868]
says: “On top of the castle there are traces of defences, and also a flat logan stone, about
10 ft (3m) long, 7' ft (2.3m) broad, and 28 ft (8.6m) in circumference and easily moved.”
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