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One of Cornwall’s best-loved sites (though ironically not a prehistoric one) is
St.Nectan’s Glen and the Kieve. It is also one of Cornwall’s most controversial sites, as
previous issues of MM will testify [see for example, MM19 p.4 ‘(Meanness and magic in
Cornwall’), MM21 p.5 (‘The price of a magic glen’), MM49 p.19 (‘St. Nectan's Kieve
abused’), and MM78 p.5 (‘St.Nectan’s Kieve finds new owner’).] This last item in Summer
2012 referred to the purchase of the site by Guy Mills, an international millionaire and
owner of a business park in Yorkshire. At the time he said that he was determined that the
site should remain “a place of inward reflection and self-realisation for everyone to enjoy”.
He installed local man Loz Barker as custodian, and instigated a three year plan to see the
site cleared and tidied up. At first all seemed well, and people enthusiastically reported that
the site felt better than ever before, and still retained its spiritual feel. Now however, there’s
trouble in that elemental place. Last year Loz Barker left as custodian, and now Guy Mills
has put in a planning application for the construction of a new Visitor Centre, tea room and
bunkhouse/retreat building that can house up to a dozen people. Some local people are up
in arms, but, looking back, Guy Mills did say that he wanted to triple visitor numbers from
10,000 to 30,000 a year. So far, there is no threat to public access to the place, but one
wonders how a spiritual retreat centre can be squared with the constant stream of visitors to
the site. Only time will tell, and this site may continue to court controversy for some time.

Planning applications always arouse strong feelings. No-one wants their favourite
places to change, and while most applications do not directly affect ancient sites, their
nearness to them can certainly adversely affect their ambience for many people. The Merry
Maidens stone circle environs at Lamorna seems particularly prone for applications
concerning wind farms and phone masts, contentious developments nowadays. Fortunately
there is a an active local group that keeps a strong watch on these things, and which helped
to get at least one wind turbine application thrown out. But it is sometimes hard to find the
right grounds for opposition. ‘Spiritual feel’ or ‘sacred atmosphere’ are very personal and
intangible things that are often not admissable for objections, and yet they are what draws
people to these ancient sites, sometimes set as an island of peace in a sea of modernity. Two
ancient sites on St.Breock Downs are currently under threat of nearby developments.
Pawton Quoit (to which there is no right of way access) has an application for a large
agri-building development in the field next door, and the Nine Maidens stone row has the
threat of another large wind turbine complex nearby. The Downs have virtually no statutory
protection, a sad omission, when we see how such an important natural and prehistoric
landscape asset could so easily be lost.
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DOWSING NEWS

The Bank Holiday weekend of May 4th
& 5th marked International Dowsing Day, and
Trencrom Dowsers met on the Sunday on
Trencrom Hill (where the Athena energy cur-
rent passes through on its way around the
world), where they were joined by members of
the Parallel Community and Earthsinger Danu
Fox for a session of drumming, chanting and
singing in celebration of the land. The width of
the Athena current was measured before and . SETe
after the event, and was found to have ex-  Trencrom Dowsers on Trencrom Hill
panded from 5 metres to 23 metres during the
afternoon. On the next day the Group met again, this time at Carn Les Boel, the first node
point in the south west of the Michael and Mary energy currents. They were joined by a
couple of members of Sunrise Dowsers, from the other end of the Michael alignment in
Hopton, Norfolk who were staying in west Penwith for the weekend.

Meanwhile, on the same day, the Tamar Dowsers were at the Hurlers stone circles
in SE Cornwall, where Alan Neal was able to show how geological fault lines underlie
both the Michael and the Mary long-distance energy lines. He also demonstrated that as
the Michael line runs north towards the third of the stone circles at the Hurlers, it diverts
abruptly off to the west, just glancing the circle itself, while the underlying fault fissure
carries straight on ahead, into and under the circle, which was a new dowsing discovery,
though one confirmed by the recent geological survey of the site /[see MM85 p.20]

Two weeks later West Cornwall
Dowsers met up at Treryn Dinas cliff castle
near Porthcurno [see MM84 p.12 & p.17] ona
very windy day that nevertheless produced
some interesting dowsing results. The four
lines of defences with their ramparts and
ditches were identified, but in addition traces
of many hut circles were also found, more than
the two that have been identified near the
headland. Tales of giants, witches and the little
people, and the headland’s magical origin
completed the day’s dowsing in this special
spot.

Two dowsers at Treryn Dinas
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June was a fine month for the dowsers. A good crowd turned up for Trencrom
Dowsers visit at the beginning of the month to Mén-an-Tol and Boskednan Nine Maidens
stone circle. After a picnic lunch at the Mén-an-Tol, the Group worked on the questions
posed by John Moss's handouts, which included: finding the missing or recumbent stones
for the adjoining stone circle; identifying leys to the courtyard houses at Mulfra,
Chysauster, Castle-an-Dinas, and Bosullow Trehyllis; finding possible boundary stones
and finally discovering any energy leys. At Boskednan Nine Maidens, the Group had a
good collaborative dowsing session, dowsing for water lines near the centre, a cist, leys
and energy leys. The day finished with an excellent cream tea at Lanyon Farm.

Later in the month West Cornwall Dowsers made a first visit to Castle-an-Dinas
hill fort & Roger’s Folly in West Penwith. They walked along the ridgeway to the site,
passing barrows and round houses along the way. At the site, with its tremendous views to
other hilltop sites in West Penwith, seen from new and original perspectives, the Group
dowsed for water and energy lines. A couple of weeks later, Bart O’Farrell, co-ordinator of
the Group, led an introduction to dowsing for CAS members at Helman Tor, previously
visited by Celtic, West Cornwall and Tamar Dowsers in 2008, 2009 & 2012 [see MM69,
MM70 & MM77 for more details]. The discoveries on the Tor from the previous visits
were confirmed, and the standing stone at the base of the Tor, first discovered in 2009, was
revisited by some of the Group /photo in MM70]. The original position of the stone in the
field was located (about 60 ft from its current position in the field bank), and a midsummer
solstice sunrise over Rough Tor was dowsed, Rough Tor appearing at that point just above
the visual horizon, a classic Neolithic/Bronze Age visual ‘trick” of perspective.

Later in July, West Cornwall Dowsers returned to the Guilly complex on the
Lizard [see MM85 p.4] in order to ‘flag out’ the stone circles and processional way, and to
explore the round houses and an enclosed spring. They also discovered traces of two burial
chambers and more stones from this megalithic complex. Meanwhile, Tamar Dowsers
visited Caradon Town as guests of local farmer Nick Rounsevell. They found traces of a
former monastic settlement, as well as a lost burial ground and a stone-housed well that
dowsed as having been in use for 6000 years. Finally, in August all three groups Tamar
Dowsers, Trencrom Dowsers & West Cornwall Dowsers came together for the day at
Duloe stone circle. The water lines going into the c1rc1e were explored, all ending
suddenly with a ‘sink” which turned out to be a
geological fault starting in the field, just beyond
the field bore hole, and ending inside the circle
Andy Norfolk did an experiment inside th
circle, tuning a ‘singing bowl’, which caused
the outside ‘aura’ of the circle to expand consid-
erably with each ‘ringing’. The group then
moved on to the church, where the carved font
from the holy well dowsed as Romano-Cornish,
and finally the holy well itself to find the source
of the spring. An interesting day.

3 Duloe stone circle
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C.A.S.P.N & LAN NEWS ROUND-UP

Cornish Ancient Sites Protection Network

CASPN has continued its Community
Outreach work, which included taking a group
of Pool Brownies with their leaders up to the
Mén-an-Tol for an introduction to the site. The
girls enjoyed going through the holed stone, — §
with an interested audience of ponies! Then
CASPN members John & Jill Moss and Lana
Jarvis introduced them to the art of dowsing, to
find the missing stones and underground water
courses, at which they were very good. Follow- "
ing this, John contacted Cape Cornwall School in St.Just to give Class 10 a talk about sites.

Meanwhile, CASPN continued with its regular clear-ups at sites in West Penwith,
and LAN concentrated on two sites on the Lizard. In the spring Bart O’Farrell led several
clear-ups at Polcoverack settlement, and in the autumn Charlie Johns organised a picnic
and guided tour to Kynance Gate settlement, followed by some clear-up days. Details of
clear-ups for 2015 can be found on the website, and on the back page of MM. These are
not arduous and are companionable, and everyone is welcome. All tools are provided.

Finally, the programme for Pathways to Past annual weekend for May 30th & 31st
2015 has been published and can be found on the website. Highlights this year include
walks around Mén-an-Tol, Nine Maidens circle & Bosiliack barrow; Nanjulian settlement;
and the Merry Maidens area, and talks by Paul Bonnington on the invention of metal
making, and Charlie Johns on sites on the Scillies. Book the weekend now!

CORNISH ANCIENT SITES PROTECTION NETWORK [CASPN]

CASPN Address: Whitewaves, Boscaswell Village, Pendeen, Penzance, TR19 7EP

Web site: www.cornishancientsites.com E-mail: secretary@cornishancientsites.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups [search for C.A.S.P.N & Lizard Ancient Sites]
FRIENDS OF CORNWALL’S ANCIENT SITES [FOCAS]

To join FOCAS (£10/year waged, £14 couples, £7 unwaged) tel: Eve Salthouse 07927

671612 or e-mail focas@cornishancientsites.com, visit CASPN web site for downloadable

application form, or write to: 11 Victoria Row, St.Just, Penzance TR19 7LG

Adopt-a-Site scheme: e-mail: focas@cornishancientsites.com

Sites Clear-Ups: Dave Munday 01736-787230 e-mail: dave@comishancientsites.com

Report damage at sites: Tel: 01736-787186 or 01736-787522

LIZARD ANCIENT SITES NETWORK [LAN] via CASPN address (above)
Adopt-a-Site scheme: e-mail: info@cornishancientsites.com, or phone 01736-787186
Sites Clear-Ups: Tel: 01736-787186 e-mail: info@cornishancientsites.com
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WORLD GODDESS DAY IN CORNWALL Sept 2014

The World Goddess Day Project is an
initiative by Claudiney Prieto, the Brazilian au-
thor of the bestselling Wicca- Goddess Religion,
to bring the divine feminine back into the world.
In Cornwall, the Priestesses of Kernow group !
held the day (on Sept 7th) in celebration at
Pengersick Castle. It was a lovely day — the
weather was just right and those who attended
were open and happy to celebrate the day as
Priestesses, with their family and friends. Sue «~
Edwards, who organised the day, commented: “As a Priestess of Kernow who follows the
Goddess traditions, I feel it’s important to have one day granted to the Goddess in which we
can remember her in all her forms. Women especially are looking for something which
celebrates the feminine within and are turning to the way of the Goddess. She is re-entering
into our modern life bringing back her vitality, power, wisdom and healing, through Pagan
traditions.” During the afternoon there was storytelling, a blanket bazaar, a shrine to the
Goddess was created and a Peace Tree was decorated. There was live music and great
company. For many of those present, the highlight of the afternoon was a Ceremony led by
the Priestesses of Kernow, during which the Priestesses bound a circle with threads,
simulating the weaving of the web part of the vision which brought the Priestess of Kernow
into being a decade or so ago. The Goddess tradition remains alive and well in Cornwall.

CORNER

A regular feature on
Cornwall’s holy wells

Little Petherick well [SW919 721]
Two miles south of Padstow lies the village of Little Petherick,
“ which according to legend was founded by St.Petroc before he
settled at Bodmin. The Saint’s Way from Padstow to Fowey also runs through the village.
Baba Boom and Pixy Led have both come across a well here, not recorded in any of the
books on Cornwall’s holy wells, including Quiller-Couch, Lane-Davis or Meyrick, al-
though Nocholas Orme does mention it in The Saints of Cornwall (2000), where he says
that its Cornish name is ‘nansfonteyn’, meaning “valley with a spring or well”. On the
Cornwall’s Holy Wells Facebook page Pixy Led posted these photographs and com-
mented: “Stopped at Little Petherick in Cornwall and saw this beautiful little Holy Well.
The church next to it was amazing. Take the small lane just before the church to the right,
then follow the lane as far as you can go. There is a well house too. Beautiful place”.
www.facebook/com/groups/holywells of Cornwall
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ANCIENT TRACKS

6: Merry Maidens
A series that looks at some pathways to ancient sites in West Penwith that may be the tracks
where our ancestors walked. Many of the old tracks exist as the old churchway paths
connecting settlements to the parish churches, but parts of them, especially those with tall
hedges may define old estate boundaries or are older than those. These deeply sunken
tracks, especially those that pass or go to ancient sites, are the essence and heart of this
time-worn land.

Most people visit the Merry Maid-
ens stone circle [SW4327 2451] by driving
along the B3315 Penzance - Treen road
and parking in the lay-by beside the circle,
which sits on a plateau of land above the
Lamorna Gap. There is however another
way to go to the circle by walking up the
valley from Lamorna itself by a sunken
lane that may be an ancient track, and the
route used by our Bronze-Age ancestors
who built the circle. From Lamorna, walk
up the road that rises up through the valley until you
come to the entrance to a lane on the left-hand side
(west) of the road at SW4440 2470. This leads into a
deep sunken lane that rises up through the valley, over- &
hung with trees, that has a very atmospheric feel, until
you reach the top at the Menwinnion Residential Home.
On the left (south) is a farm lane that leads to Borah, a
Cornish place name that means “The place of the witch”,
which has other mysterious associations. But continue
along what is now a minor road until you come to the
B3315. Do not join that road however, but take the path
that runs straight from the stile in a direct line to the
Merry Maidens stone circle. This approach, consisting
of ancient sunken track, minor road and field pathway
[pictured right] has much to recommend it as a more
spiritual approach to the stone circle.

The field stretch of this pathway passes a stone in a hedge at an angle that the
archaeologist John Barnett thought was originally a standing stone at 4343 2452, and a
fallen menhir in the hedge at 4338 2452. These stones form part of an alignment that runs
from Gan Rith menhir at 4294 2448 - remains of a holed stone at 4315 2450 - Merry
Maidens stone circle at 4327 2451 - fallen menhir at 4338 2452 - hedge stone at 4343 2452
- site of the Tregurnow stone circle (missing) at 4375 2455 - lane to Borah farm at 4415
2460. This alignment runs just south and parallel to the footpath and road mentioned above.

6
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HOME SWEET ANCIENT HOME
WHERE OUR ANCESTORS LIVED: 7 - Boswarva

Boswarva Courtyard House settlement lies on
the southerly slopes of Boswarva Carn [SW4290
3300] to the NW of Madron (or Trengwainton)
Carn, which is visible from the site and was probably
a sacred hill to the people who lived there. It lies on
public access land, but permission should be sought
from Lower Boswarva farm for access down a farm
lane and through fields to the site. It was first
discovered in the late 1920s, and was cleared last
year. It is especially beautiful at May time when all
the bluebells are in bloom.

The site consists of three Courtyard Houses to
the north, and a fourth one to the south of these,
together with three round houses,
amid the remains of a terraced field |Doswarva
system. The Courtyard Houses are in | j=—-3,
various states of preservation, but are
all quite extensive in size with a
courtyard and several rooms. Court-
yard House no.3 is probably the best |
preserved of the four, measuring|
32m (105ft) x 24m (80ft). The stone |
lined east entrance leads into a very
large Courtyard, leading off from
which is a long room (with its en-
trance retaining one of its jamb-
stones), a round room and a small

oval room. The other houses are less L[C] Craig W eathe’ffili
well preserved, but no.4 does have Ty
some visible remains of a round room , s .

and a long room.

The site is remote and little :
visited, and, despite some stone robbing i
and pit digging for mining in the past, §
now slumbers peacefully admist its 8
carpet of bluebells. o

Courtyard House no.4
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4 pages of MEGALITHIC DISCOVERIES

MM Reader James Kitto has recently o
reported the existence of a small triangular| 7755, « i
standing stone at Higher Releath [SW6612 o CROUAN
3380], not far from Crowan. This is in the same | \'/\ oy
area as another small stone at Lezerea Vean A
[SW- 6774 3286], described in MM67 p.16. .
Both stones are about 1 to 1.5m (5 to 5Yft) e e ’I‘
high, and the Higher Releath one has a nicely e e e
shaped shoulder, which seems to be natural.
However the two stones do not seem to be
connected to each other, nor to the nearby| = Yotath 5
Burras menhir [SW6795 3445] a 3m (10f)| =~ /,/ = vl
standing stone beside the B3297 road. ;’:,w\;“,,,mk e o Hisisten

Higher Releath stone Lezerea Vean stone

However, both stones do seem to be on alignments.
Lezerea Vean is on a SW line running through Prospidnick
menbhir to Breage church. Higher Releath is on a line running
from Crowan circle [SW6642 3480], the site of which lies
about 1km (%mile) to the north, through the stone to the ¥
ancient round of St.Elvan, just north of Porthleven [SW 6391
2746], Although this is an Iron Age site, it may have been
built on an even more ancient place. In addition, Higher
Releath looks in a SW direction to a possible midwinter
solstice sunset between the Godolphin and Tregonning hills.

A few fields away from the Lezerea Vean stone is
another, discovered by James. The Bodilly stone [SW6710
3210] does have cut marks down one side, but at 1.92m
(6%ft) it seems too big to have been simply a rubbing post. In
an area not especially noted for its megalithic monuments, it
is good to report the existence of these unrecorded stones.

8

Bodilly stone
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MISSING MENHIRS - CORNWALL’S LOST STONES
14: Tremenheere & Tregarthen stone (Gulval)
In ‘Missing Menhirs’ no.13
[MM84 p.5] we looked at the i Tudgvant
Tremenheere or Tremenhir stones R Towers pEDGE chuch [ o s
recorded. The name means “place| B3311 Beehios.  BOEW ¥ ’I\
of the standing stone”, and two such R M 4
hir: remain one near| ¥ Soulptwrsd
menhirs ;- Ca,dez,s_  Tooski
St.Keverne on the Lizard and one at ! 2T
Stithians in mid-west Cornwall. We to
also visited a Tremenheere near Gulval Helston
Helston, and discovered that there| (§)church o i
c 9 e Penzance
were formerly two standing stones 0 i 1
here, which had been removed some to Chyandour T mils “'7:’“‘ ‘

years ago.

There is however another Tremenheere in West Pen-

with, near to Gulval, that gives its name to the Tremenheere
Sculpture Gardens. Perhaps in memory of the name, the Gar- 3
dens have two modern standing stones at their entrance /photo
right]. However, Tremenheere (which today consists of two
farms, Higher and Lower Tremenheere) presumably originally

had its own standing stone, after which the farms were named. FaN

This stone is not recorded anywhere, and no trace of it remains
today. There is however another interesting stone in the vicin-
ity. This is about 1.2m (4ft) high and stands in at a junction in
a hedge up a lane from Tregarthen Farmhouse [at SW48963
32625]. It is obviously considerably older than the hedge, |
which has been built around it, and in fact it dowses as having
been a Bronze Age marker stone. In addition there is a strong
energy line that runs from Ludgvan church nearby, through
this stone, and on through the site of the original Tremenheere §
menhir, a rocky outcrop in some woods next to Tremenheere

Sculpture Gardens [at SW4942 3232],

been a meeting place in the Bronze Age, and finally to Gulval #
Church, which is doubtless pre-Christian in origin, standing as
it does in the centre of a circle of roads [see MM78 p.11]. The

which dowses as having

interesting thing about this strong energy line is that it provides [

a link between two other major energy lines, the Athena line
that runs through Ludgvan church and the Apollo line that runs
church. A very

through  Gulval
‘tremenheers’ indeed!

interesting area of

Tregarthen hedge stone

9
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LOST AND FOUND - Trengonebris menhir

A standing stone, hitherto
buried and unrecorded, has been
found at Tregonebris, between
Boscawen-in and Sancreed in
West Penwith. It lay in a field
beside a public footpath, leading
from the A30 to a minor road to
Sancreed, and was dug up by the
farmer because his tractor “kept
catching on it”. Shortly after he

to Sancreed

13

\
< menhir in h
‘\I)Tlhlf edge
e
field menhir  Boscawen-fin
farm

to Penzance
A

Drift menhirs

to St
Buryan

—_>yz

had dug it up, a passing archaeologist, Yvonne Luke, who was down in Cornwall on
holiday, happened to be walking that path and noticed it! /photos below].

ol o .
y - '“ﬁ\, -

Yvonne reported the situation to Historic Environ-
ment, who have now listed the stone. Meanwhile the farmer has
since dragged the stone down into the corner of the field and
dumped it there. MM went to have a look at it, and took some §
measurements. It is 2.6m (8'ft) high at its highest point, and
1.36m (4'4ft) wide at its widest point, so it is a good sized
standing stone. It formerly stood at SW 41622 28095, from
where it had obviously fallen (or been felled), and subsequently
covered with soil or buried. It stood close to other menhirs: to
the south there are the field and hedge stones on Boscawen-(in
farm, and to the east (almost in direct alignment) there is the
Blind Fiddler menhir, a 3.3m (10%ft) stone, beyond which lie
the Drift pair of standing stones. It stands beside the public path,
which if extended southwards goes to Boscawen-(in farm, and

which may be an ancient trackway. It is good to find a ‘missing ~ Standing stone as it
piece’ of the standing stone network in the area, but sad that the  would have originally
farmer could not be persuaded to re-erect the menhir in its looked upright

original position.

10
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THE MYSTERY OF SENNEN’S STONE SETTING

The 2012 issue of Cornish Archaeology 51 [published 2014] has an article on the
excavations that were carried out in 2007 ahead of a new sewage pipeline that was installed
between Sennen and Porthcurno in West Penwith,. A number of discoveries were made,
including a field (Field 4) near the beginning of the pipeline in Sennen. An enigmatic ‘stone
setting’ was discovered in the field, consisting of
three boulder stones, together with a series of pits
and postholes within and around the stone setting,
as well as a number of lithics (flints). The stone
setting consisted of three boulders: no.48 was :
2.4mx 1.4m, no.47 was 1.5m x 1.15m, and no.49 ¢
was 0.8m x 0.5m. The post holes may have
originally contained timber posts. The excavators §
found that the site dated to the late Neolithic or
early Bronze Age (¢.3000-1500 BCE), and that it
had some ritual significance: “It was perhaps a
place where people walked up to sit while flint /c/Historic Environment Projects,CCC
was knapped and perhaps left the chert and other
pebbles as offerings to the beings who were believed to dwell there. And perhaps during
these visits, stories were told about the spirits or ancestors who may have inhabited the
rocks or the giants who were buried beneath them”.

MM went to visit the site (at SW3525 2560) earlier this year, and although there is
nothing to see any longer, as it has been backfilled, dowsing produced some interesting
results. It confirmed that it was indeed a late Neolithic site, but said that it wasn’t as such a
sacred one (in that people didn’t come there for ritual purposes). After eliminating some
other possibilities, the answer given was that it was a marker site that was used to direct
people who were carrying their dead from further up Cornwall, down to Sennen harbour to
take them across the sea to the Isles of Scilly (that are visible from the site). It has long been
thought that in prehistoric times, the Scillies were the ‘isles of the dead’ to where bodies
from the mainland were sometimes taken, and this seems to confirm that possibility.

While we were in the field we spotted
something that the archaeologists had not
noticed. In the top corner there was a cluster of
three stones that were free standing and not part
of the hedge. When we went to investigate, we
discovered a Propped Stone (at SW3524 2554),
an enigmatic class of monument found else-
where in Cornwall. Dowsing revealed that it too
dated from the Neolithic (about 5000 years ago), !
and its presence in the same field shows that this g
place was significant from the very beginning &
for prehistoric peoples.
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The centre-page feature that focusses on one or
more particular sites each time in depth.
This one looks at -

CHAPEL CARN BREA SUMMIT CAIRN

Chapel Carn Brea barrows were featured in the very first
In Site feature [MMG65], but this time we are taking a look
specifically at the summit cairn [SW3859 2807]. It is now a heap
of rocks and rubble, but was originally a late Neolithic entrance
grave that went through a large number of modifications and
adaptations over the years. This original entrance grave mea-
sured 9.1m (30ft) in diameter, and contained a south facing
chamber, 2.7m (9ft) long and 1.2m (4ft) wide.' It was curiously
tapered in its inner end, and carried two capstones. A trace of it
can still be seen as a corner of stonework on the western side of| © o
the ruined rubble today.

Some time after its construction in
the early Bronze Age, the entrance grave
was built over by a large cairn, the stones of
which constitute some of the rubble that lies §
about there today. At the time this cairn was |
built, a burial cist was inserted on the south-
ern side, the remnants of which can still be
seen today /[photo right] (and which is
sometimes wrongly assumed to be the origi- §
nal entrance grave).

This large cairn was at a later stage
enlarged yet again, the result being an
immense sugar-loaf shaped pile 4.6m (15ft)
high and 19m (61%ft) across, with three
concentric retaining walls.! This cairn was
still largely intact by the 13thC CE, when a
tiny hermitage chapel of St.Michael of Brea
was built on the very top of the cairn
{drawing right]. Here the hermits kept a
beacon light for the guidance of local fish-
ermen and travellers. This is the earliest William Borlase ¢.1760
record of a navigational light in Cornwall.

! Calculated by Craig Weatherhill from W.C. Borlase's quite detailed plan in "Prehistoric
Stone Monuments - Cornwall", which he co-wrote with Rev. W.C. Lukis in 1885.
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This small chapel on the cairn was
rather romantically illustrated by H.P.
Tremenheere around the turn of the 19th
century, but by this time it had become
quite ruinous, and it was subsequently
demolished in 1816. Then in 1868 and 3
1879, the antiquarian William Copeland g
Borlase wreaked further havoc to the cairn #
when he drove a huge trench into it from
the SW side, reducing its height to just |
2.7m (8%ft). Excavations revealed a com-
plex structure of the three concentric walls
within the cairn, with a retaining wall. In
the centre of the barrow was a drystone
walled chamber, half sunk in a pit measur- £
ing 2.3m (7'%ft) long, 1.1m (3'%ft) wide
and 1.2m (5ft) high. This contained a stone
lined cist which held cremated remains
and pot sherds. This cist was destroyed, §
although the southern one /[photo p.12]
remains. Pottery, a whetstone and a spindle
whorl were found during the excavations.
The cairn had been originally surrounded o
by a free- stand]ng stone nng’ though sad]y Artzfcal mound built ¢ 1880 after excavation
this no longer remains.

After the excavation, the remaining stones were built up into an artifical beehive-
shaped mound /photo above].

This structure remained until World War II, when a shelter was dug into the east
side of the mound, and an observation post built on the summit of the mound itself. This all
but effectively destroyed what remained of the prehistoric structure. After these buildings
were removed at the end of the war, all that was left was a heap or rubble and stones,
which is what can be viewed today. It is the sad end of what originally must have been a
fine prehistoric summit cairn, visible from most places in the vicinity, and to which most
of the small coastal barrows running around this western peninsula seem to be aligned.?
Paul Bonnington® has described it as a “prestige mound”, based on its size, complexity and
prominent position, and has commented: “It is highly likely that Chapel Carn Brea was
already a significant foci in the landscape by the Early Bronze Age, as it contained both
Britain’s most westerly known long cairn (from the Neolithic period), and probably the
foundations of what was to become the region’s largest round barrow. Undoubtedly
imbued with myth and legend, it contained both the oldest and largest barrows in the area,
and was surrounded by many others that were ordered in deference to it”.

2 see ‘The Coastal Barrows walk’ in MM65 p.8-11
*see ‘Chapel Carn Brea: a ceremonial centre’ by Paul Bonnington in MM53 p.14-18.
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