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Meyn Flamvro

STONES OF OUR MOTHERLAND

EARTH ENERGIES * ANCIENT STONES * SACRED SITES * PAGANISM * LEYPATHS
CORNISH PRE-HISTORY & CULTURE * MEGALITHIC MYSTERIES * LEGENDS & FOLKLORE

It’s quite amazing that some 5000 years after they were first placed in the landscape,
megalithic sites continue to be found and identified even today. This MM includes details
of several newly-discovered standing stones, one now used as gateposts not far from
Madron Baptistry [see p.5], and one on the bank of a hedge that lies on an alignment from
the Merry Maidens stone circle [see p.7]. Another one at Rissick, to the north of St.Buryan
and south of Crows-an-Wra, has also been discovered - but in this case unfortunately not
until it had been uprooted and removed [see p.4] This latter one is all the more surprising
for not having been identified before, despite the wealth of attention standing stones in
Cornwall have received over the last 40 or so years from various researchers, not least of
which has been Meyn Mamvro! But we missed this one, as did everyone else, and our only
excuse is that it was not on or near a path to anywhere, except the farm on which it stood.
Its removal (by a firm of agricultural contracters) does however highlight a very worrying
situation. How can it be that in the early years of the 21st century, when ancient landscapes
should be given widespread and comprehensive protection, that a standing stone can be
simply removed and/or destroyed, with nobody being informed or consulted? You would
think wouldn’t you that any farmer or landowner would have a statutory duty to inform the
Historic Environment service of Cornwall Council (or any other local authority) if they
intended to remove a stone from their land that could be ancient. But apparently not it
seems. Some megalithic sites (but not all) are scheduled, but many more are not, largely
because they have never been noted by any antiquarian or modern researcher. If a site is
scheduled, then any landowner or developer has a statutory obligation to inform the
authorities, and by and large the system works well. Interestingly, such a case has recently
happened. The developers of a new housing scheme near Fowey, Wainhomes, had to apply
to have the Tristan stone moved [see p.4]. The issue has raised a number of concerns, but at
least it was given a full airing before English Heritage and Cornwall Council eventually
gave qualified permission. By contast, the ‘unknown’ standing stone at Rissick in West
Penwith was unceremoniously removed and sold on without anyone being informed. Even
if the stone has been scheduled, one wonders if the agricultural contracters would have just
gone ahead anyway. They can’t have known (nor did they enquire) whether it was a
scheduled monument or not. A not dissimilar case happened some years ago, when a
landowner removed the Eathorne menhir near Gweek, and only replaced it because of
pressure from MM readers and others [see MM19 p.3, MM20 p.3 & MM59 p.4]. In this
case it is too late to do anything about the Rissick stone, and although its new location has
been discovered by MM, it no longer stands where it did.
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DOWSING NEWS

In November 2012, the West Comwall Dowsers g
attracted over a dozen people on a lovely clear crisp day to &
Alsia Well, courtesy of the owner Trevor Rogers. Trevor took
them to the field that had been field-walked in the past and
many flints found. Down at the well itself he gave a history
of the site and other interesting ideas; then across the stream
to an area that he thought had originally been a meeting v
place. The dowsers did indeed find traces of an original
spring around which people had gathered, and themselves
naturally formed a circle in this enchanting place. Lunch was
taken in Trevor’s house that he had built himself from an old
Granary Barn, and afterwards everyone dowsed around the
place. A possible new Mary line was found as it braided
itself around the well and then ran down into the valley of
Alsia Mill on its way to St.Buryan. In addition another water
line was found travelling through the edge of a barn and
down to the well. And finally, traces of six or seven Iron Age
hut circles were found in the field above the well.

Trevor and some of the
group at Alsia well

In December, on a bright and blustery -
day, fourteen West Comwall Dowsers made
their way to Balowall Barrow near St.Just. This _
was the first time the group had been there, and
they found a number of energy lines through th
barrow. Two of these were straight leys: one
went from beside the Barrow on to Tregeseal
chambered tomb and circle and further sites /c.f
MMI p.12-13]. The other newly-identified one
ran straight from Cape Cornwall through the
Barrow to Chapel Carn Brea entrance grave, and on to St.Buryan church. Other lines were
more meandering, including one strong one from the Longships to the Barrow and on to
Tregeseal; one from the Brisons through the Barrow and on to St.Just Church; one from the
Scillies to the Barrow and on to Carn Kenidjack; and one from the Barrow itself that ran
along the line of coastal barrows to Sennen [see MM65 p.8-11]. Many inhumations were
dowsed in the Barrow itself, spanning a long period; and an attractive spot was found at the
entrance grave, where many of the group collected. Its orientation was SSW, which was
just too far south for a winter solstice sunset. After lunch the Group went on to St.Just
Church, where they identified the line from the Barrow and found that it went through a

former standing stone on the church site and the bell tower of the present Church.
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On a very cold but clear day in January, West Comwall Dowsers met up at Madron
Baptistry to explore the energies at this sacred site. The Apollo Line, which does a dog-
leg to this site and back was readily identified, but in addition another strong serpentine
line was found, running from Madron Churchyard through the pathway leading to the
Baptistry and on through West Lanyon Quoit before turning sharply to go to the logan
stone at Zennor. In the Baptistry itself a spiralling energy line with a ‘feel-good” factor
was found, though the stagnant water lying about the site was felt to be blocking some of
the water energy flows. At the other side of the Baptistry going towards Penzance a
gatepost was dowsed by Bart as an original standing stone [see p.5 for more details].
In the afternoon the Group moved on to Madron Church where they enjoyed more
dowsing. The Apollo Line was again identified, running through the old cross in the
churchyard and then looping the church before continuing to Gulval Church.

At the beginning of February, Trencrom Dowsers
organised a talk at Marazion Community Centre with
writer and researcher Sig Lonegren on The history
construction and use of labyrinths. Over 50 people came t
hear Sig’s interesting and wide-ranging talk, covering all
aspects of labyrinths, including making them and moving
in and out of them using musical notes, chakras, elements
and questions. Afterwards, everyone went down to the
nearby beach, where Sig demonstrated creating a labyrinth
by dowsing its E i -
best location and
then making it in [§°
the sand. Finally, @
everyone walked
it in a questing &
and sacred way,
rounding off an g
excellent and un-
usual event.

[above] Sig Lonegren on the
beach and [left] walking the
completed labyrinth.
Photos [c] Suzie Baker

Later in the month Tamar Dowsers presented a talk by David Ward on Dowsing in
Hypnotherapy, which was followed by another talk at the beginning of March by Richard
Dealler on The Mary/Michael Pilgrim Route, which his group are in the process of
establishing from Cornwall up to Norfolk [see MMS80 p.3 for details of the booklet]. This
talk was also given to Trencrom Dowsers in Marazion on the next weekend. Richard had
this to say about his Project: “Our vision resonates with environmental concerns and
research which recognises benefits for physical and emotional wellbeing of ‘nature cures’.
In our restless, noisy society, slowing to the natural rhythm and pace of walking and
journeying to and between sacred places can help us reconnect to ourselves and attune
more deeply to, as T.S. Elliot described it, ‘the still point of the turning world’."
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NEWSNEWS MOVING MENHIRS NEWSNEWS
TRISTAN STONE TO BE MOVED

A storm has erupted over plans to re-locate the ..
famous Tristan Stone near Fowey in SE Cormwall. At -
present this 9t inscribed stone (dedicated to “Tristan, son of =
Cunomorus™) lies beside the A3082 at SXI1112 5224.
However it has not always stood here: in the 1750s it was at
Four Turnings crossroads; 12 years later it was seen lying in a
ditch near Newtown until at least 1873, when J.T.Blight saw
it set upright. Later it was moved back to Four
Turnings, and in 1971 when road widening took place it was '
moved to its present site. Now Cornwall Council have given
permission for an estate of 80 houses to be built on an
adjacent site, and it is proposed to move it again further
down the road towards Fowey. There was a torrent of protest
about this proposal, including some Councillors such as Bert
Biscoe who described it as “cultural violence” and “an
infringement of the cultural integrity of Cornwall”. Storm clouds gather over the
However, English Heritage said that, providing that the Tristan Stone
stone was properly recorded and laser scanned, they would hoto [c] Alex Langstone
prefer it to be moved than swallowed up by the new estate.

RISSICK STONE UPROOTED AND MOVED

A standing stone that was unrecorded and unnoticed by all the researchers into West
Penwith’s stones (including Vivien Russell, John Barnatt, Robin Payne and Meyn
Mamvro!) has been uprooted. The stone stood on Trevore Farm at Rissick, just south of
Crows-an-Wra [at approx SW3912 2694] and is visible on the latest Google Earth photo.
However, following the recent death of the elderly couple who used to own the farm, it was
let out to an agricultural firm for potato growing, and the stone disappeared overnight.
Local resident Jonathan Burnett reported the
loss, and local archaeologist David Giddings
spoke to him and learnt that the stone was
some 10ft high, so was unlikely to have been
a simple rubbing post. It was also aligned to
the two Bunkers Hills menhirs [SW4031
2719 & 4041 2721] which themselves were
destroyed in 1976, which makes it likely to ®
have been a prehistoric stone. However,
following a tip off, MM has discovered the . ==
location of the stone, which together with
another from the same farm, were sold on to
a farmer in St.Buryan, who has erected them The Rissick stone and companion

as gateposts for future use near Alsia Farm. close to Alsia farm near St.Buryan
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MISSING MENHIRS - CORNWALL’S LOST STONES
10: Boswarthen gatepost stone

While dowsing at Madron Baptistry this January with ¥4
the West Cornwall Dowsers, Bart O’Farrell went exploring in
the lane behind the Baptistry and found a gatepost stone (at
SW4469 3285), which dowsed very strongly as a former
standing stone. A few weeks later MM re-visited the stone,
and WCD member Lana Jarvis found the stone, which
indicated that the other, smaller gatepost stone was also part
of the original standing stone, having been split off from it.
When we examined both gateposts, we found that there were
two sets of drill marks that matched up, indicating the stone
was split at some point to make the two posts. Dowsing also |
revealed that the stone had originally stood in a field about
900 ft away, from where it was presumably dragged to its

present position.

The next step was to try and find if there had
been any record of the stone in the past. And here we
had some success. Although the stone had not been
recorded, its location had. An 1840 Tithe map
revealed that a nearby field was called Longstone
Field, a very strong indication that the gatepost stone(s)
had originally been standing there. John Barnatt
[Prehistoric Cornwall, 1982] gives a map reference
for it at SW4462 3304, which nominally places it in
the centre of that field, though we cannot be sure
exactly where in the field it stood. The field would
have been about 300m from the gatepost stones,

gatepost stones
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which is equivalent to the 900 or so feet that were dowsed. Robin Payne /[The Romance of
the Stones, 1999] also mentions it, calling it “missing Boswarthen menhir”, and comments
that there are no traces of the stone there today. MM is delighted to prove him wrong, and
to show that sometimes, even when a stone would appear to have completely disappeared,

traces of it can still be found.

The original location of the stone in Longstone field places the stone not far from
another standing stone, the stump of which still remains, at the entrance to Boswarthen
farm [SW4427 3298]. Depending where in Longstone Field the stone originally stood, this
would have formed an almost direct east-west alignment, which could have marked the
rising and setting sun at the Spring and Autumn equinoxes. About half a mile north of these
two stones, is the fine standing stone of Carfury (which itself may have had a companion,
now fallen), so the whole area seems once to have been very rich in standing stones.

5
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Cornish Ancient Sites Protection Network

C.A.S.P.N & LAN NEWS ROUND-UP !

There has been a change to one of the sessions for the 7th annual Pathways to the
Past weekend on May 25th-26th. Sadly, one of the advertised speakers Roger Farnworth
recently died [see p.17 of this MM], so his Sunday morning session has been replaced. The
programme now consists of an opening walk on Saturday around the Treen &
Bosporthennis prehistoric monuments, entitled Curiouser and Curiouser! with Cheryl
Straffon & Lana Jarvis, to be followed by an afternoon Stank around the Gump with
David Giddings on Chin Downs. In the evening Paul Bonnington will give an
illustrated talk on Art of the Ancestors, and on the Sunday morning there will be another
talk by Bart O’Farrell on Lines in the Landscape. On the Sunday afternoon Adrian
Rodda will do a walk visiting Sanctuaries: a lan and a circle (St.Buryan church &
Boscawen-0in circle), and the weekend finishes with a chat with Craig Weatherhill on Place
names of West Penwith. Full details can be found on the CASPN website or by phoning
01736-787186.

Meanwhile CASPN has continued its work looking after the sites, with monthly
clear-ups in West Penwith, and with LAN on the Lizard peninsula. So far this year CASPN
has cleared up at Sancreed well (Jan), Madron well (Feb), Mulfra settlement (Mar), and
Treen circle enclosure (Apr). Down on the Lizard, LAN revisited Croft Pascoe barrow in
Feb for the first time in 3 years and cleared it again, and returned to Kynance Gate
settlement in March, where the whole of the southern settlement is now cleared. Also in
March, they had an extra clear-up at Polcoverack hut circle settlement [SW7738 1878],
which has been badly overgrown for a number of years until Natural England did a
preliminary cut down earlier this year, and opened it up for the first time in many years.
Finally in April they went to another new site, a barrow to the north of Traboe crossroads
[SW7379 2126]. Future clear-up dates are given on the Noticeboard on the back page.

CORNISH ANCIENT SITES PROTECTION NETWORK [CASPN]
CASPN Address: Whitewaves, Boscaswell Village, Pendeen, Penzance, TR19 7EP
Web site: www.cornishancientsites.com  E-mail: secretary@cornishancientsites.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups [search for C.A.S.P.N]

FRIENDS OF CORNWALL’S ANCIENT SITES [FOCAS}
To join FOCAS (£8/year waged- £5 unwaged) tel: FOCAS Administrator Eve Benney
07927 671612 or e-mail focas@cornishancientsites.com, visit CASPN web site for
downloadable application form, or write to: 11 Victoria Row, St.Just, Penzance TR19 7LG
Adopt-a-Site scheme: e-mail: focas@cornishancientsites.com
Sites Clear-Ups: Dave Munday 01736-787230 e-mail: dave@cornishancientsites.com
Report damage at sites: Tel: 01736-787186 or 01736-787522

LIZARD ANCIENT SITES NETWORK [LAN] via CASPN address (above)
Adopt-a-Site scheme: e-mail: info@cornishancientsites.com, or phone 01736-787186
Sites Clear-Ups: Tel: 01736-787186 e-mail: info@cornishancientsites.com

6
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SSSSSSSSSSSSSS>>> INTO ALIGNMENT SSSSSSSOSSSSS>SS>>
NEWLY-FOUND MENHIR ON THE MERRY MAIDENS LINE

B3315
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One of the best attested alignments in West Penwith is the one that runs from the
Giin Rith menhir [SW4294 2448] to the remains of a holed stone in the ground [4315
2450], and then on through the Merry Maidens stone circle [4327 2451], leaving by the
ENE gap between its entrance stones, and on to a stone in the hedge (identified by the
archaeologist John Barnatt) [4343 2452], the destroyed Tregurnow stone circle [4375
2455], and finishing at the lane to Borah farmhouse [4415 2460], whose name means “the
place of the witch”. To these 6 points in less than a mile can now be added a seventh.

While following the line, MM discovered an overgrown fallen menhir on a
banked hedge where it meets three field
boundaries at 4338 2452. It lies almost &
equidistant between the circle and Barnatt’s §s
stone in the hedge, and is directly on the
alignment, thus confirming its authenticity.
The stone measures about 9ft high, tapering to
a point, and dowsing revealed it had originally
stood about 5-6ft high, with 3ft in the ground.
Dowsing also revealed that the standing stones
on the line - Gin Rith menhir, this fallen §&
menhir, and  Barnatt’s stone in the hedge - *
originally formed the line, with the
Merry Maidens and Tregurnow ” 2
circles built slightly later. The e
reason why this fallen menhir has’
for so long remained undiscovered ;
is that for most of the year?
vegetation would obscure its
existence, and it is only because g5
MM was walking the line in §
December that it was noticed. All
the sites on the alignment are [
roughly contemporaneous, except &8
for the lane to Borah farmhouse,
whose name may recall a lost  Other stones on the line - (above lefi) Gin Rith
——— menhir & (above right) Barnatt’s hedge stone

7|
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HOME SWEET ANCIENT HOME
WHERE OUR ANCESTORS LIVED 2: Bosiliack

Bosiliack settlement (SW428 344) is a lost and largely
unknown prehistoric village that has a long continuity of Bosiliack % ¥
occupation. It was first excavated in 1984 by Charles Thomas ° Morvah m“e'?i"f« - -
and his team, and then buried under bracken and gorse until it < ,/ Bosiliack
was cleared back and re-excavated in 2011. It lies to the north W il
of Lanyon Farm, and is close to other prehistoric ? -
monuments, such as Bosiliack Barrow and Lanyon and West Lanyon .'TL“’;}Z:‘
West Lanyon quoits, all of which predate the settlement. d
So, when the first huts were built in the middle to late
Bronze Age (1400-1000 BCE), Bosiliack barrow and the to oo
quoits were already the relics of their ancestors. '

Soil samples taken during the 1984
excavation have been analysed and radiocarbon-
dated. They show that the cleared upland
landscape in the Bronze Age consisted of gorse,
cherry, hazlenut and a little oak. The soils were §
poor, and were probably used for pastoralism
(animals) rather than agriculture (crops). The site
is dominated by Carn Gulva on the northern §
skyline, which had been a sacred tor enclosure in §
the late Neolithic/early Bronze Ages, and was §
clearly still of importance to these later Bronze
Age peoples. One of the huts (no.3 - photo right)
excavated in 2011 revealed that a large natural grounder (boulder) had been incorporated into
the structure, which archaeologist David Giddings suggested was deliberate, and was a way for
the settlement builders to “ground themselves into the earth™ and “give reverence to the chthonic
gods who were thought to dwell beneath the earth”.

Although Bronze Age settlement sites are relatively rare in Cornwall, more are
being identified nowadays, including Bodrifty, Sperris, Wicca and Trewey. Part of the
problem is that they have often become overlaid by later Iron Age settlements, and that is
certainly the case here at Bosiliack. When soil samples were taken in 1984, the radiocarbon
dates revealed not only a Bronze Age date, but also an Iron Age date of 750-200 BCE. The
remains of 14 roundhouses dating from that later period have been identified, most with
entrances facing the south or south-west. It seems that the Iron Age people were very aware
that these were the dwelling places of their ancestors, and built their houses on top of them.
The huts average 6m (19%ft) in diameter, and of the 14, 11 were single huts, 2 were two-
roomed huts, and 1 was three-roomed. This site shows a long period of occupation, and
must have been a favourable and pleasant place to live.

meynmamvro.co.uk/archive
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ANCIENT TRACKS

1: Boscawen-iin farm to circle by Raymond Cox

A new series that looks at some pathways to ancient sites in West Penwith that may be the
tracks where our ancestors walked. Many of the old tracks exist as the old churchway
paths connecting settlements to the parish churches, but parts of them, especially those
with tall hedges may define old estate boundaries or are older than those. The deeply
sunken tracks, especially those where the granite is prevalent are the essence and heart of
this time-worn land, and where they pass alongside ancient monuments of any kind one
can experience an enhancement of their arcane atmosphere, a subliminal reality.

Part of this old pathway forms the
church or field path from the village of St.
Buryan to the hamlet (now the farm) of
Boscawen-(in. As the path approaches Bos-
cawen-0n farm, it crosses a stile to join a
more enclosed ancient pathway [from i
SW4185 2760 to 4130 2735] that borders| — Leseawerun
fields to reach the stone circle. This is
perhaps the most atmospheric and secret
approach to any of the region's stone circles.
The hedge ends at the tall boundary hedge of
the circle and the circle's central stone comes
into_ view first of all, perfectly framed by the
hedge. One then moves through the hedge
into the large circular enclosure and thel
whole stone circle comes magically to view.

Z ’1“ : j

5 S Boscawen-un

. 7 farm
Anciettt rirqck
e~ 4

This ancient track approaching the circle
has an alignment along which it runs.
From west to east it includes:

Missing stone [Bunkers Hill W]40312719/
Boscawen-{in stone circle 4122 2735 /
Ancient track 413 274 to 418275/
Trenuggo cross 4278 2764 /

Tresvennack Pillar menhir 4418 2788

oaF N R
Entering the stone circle from
the ancient trackway

This pathway from St.Buryan to the ancient track leading to Boscawen-in circle will be
walked as part of the Pathways to the Past weekend on Sunday May 26th with Adrian
Rodda. Meet at St. Buryan church at 2pm on that day. All welcome.

- 9
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? C\'\W'\&\T\Y 3%3“ \\AOO’Y' PAGAN PAGES

by Eve Salthouse

The Moot met at Sancreed Village Hall this year for our Samhain celebration, as
Sancreed House is now sadly in new ownership. For those intrepid souls who have for
many years looked forward to adventuring into the dark to brave the mud and
undergrowth to celebrate beside the fire pit, it was a very different celebration with the
change of venue. But for those less able to withstand the physical challenges of wintry
mud and cold, it was an opportunity to fully participate in a Samhain ritual. In many
traditions, Samhain is considered the New Year. It is also believed to be the time of the
year when the veil between the worlds is at it’s thinnest, when the souls of the dead can
cross over. In some parts of the country, this is the night when the Wild Hunt rides; in
other traditions it is the court of the Sidhe, the Fair folk, who ride forth from their faerie
mounds. It is All Hallows Eve, which has metamorphosed in modern culture into
Halloween. In line with these traditions, we remembered and honoured our beloved dead,
using the fragile light of individual candles to focus our thoughts on the beauty and
fragility of life, light burning brightly in the darkness.

With the ritual planning group getting ever smaller, the decision was sadly taken
not to hold a Yule ritual, the first time this Solstice celebration has not been held by the
Moot in over ten years. However, with the first signs of the returning spring, our energy
returned and we celebrated Imbele, as has become traditional for our Moot, by walking to
Sancreed Holy Well, looking beautiful as always after the loving attentions of the CASPN
volunteers at our annual clear up the previous month. Although muddy, the path was clear
of brambles and fringed with fat pink sycamore buds and dark glossy ivy. We were
encouraged to see a good level of water in the well, and beautiful clouties swinging in the
weak spring sunshine. Imbolc is celebrated as the time when the Cailleach, the Crone of
the Old Year, is reborn as the Maiden. She is honoured by many names: Bride, Bridie,
Brigit, Brighid. She was held to be the patron goddess of healing, poetry and smithcraft,
(in modern terms, creativity), and as such, following our walk to the Well and a blessing
from the water, the Moot celebrated her festival at Sancreed Village Hall with poetry and
reflections on our personal creative projects.

The Moot celebrates the eight seasonal festivals of the year and our seasonal
celebrations are open to all. In the warmer months they are held at some of our many
beautiful ancient sites. All are very welcome to come along, either to join in or even just
to see what it is we do. For more details, please see the contact details on the back page.
The Moot also meets monthly, on the second Tuesday, in the upstairs function room of the
Admiral Benbow Inn in Penzance. At Moots we have a variety of activities: discussion
evenings, guest speakers, workshops, as well as catching up on local news and events. All

are very welcome to attend.
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PAGAN PAGES
ASHLAND GODDESS SANCTUARY

A new Goddess sanctuary is being created
in north Cornwall, nor far from Bude. With the
help of Graell Corsini from the Ashland Goddess [#8
Sanctuary in Oregan, USA, the Cornish sanctuary &
is being established on land owned locally by the @
Ash family. 93 year old Joy Ash had a vision that |
the land should be dedicated to the healing of &
women, and so her son David is overseeing the
work, which so far has consisted of the creation of a sacred pond, a stone circle and a lower
area dedicated to the elementals. Crystals, feathers, holy waters, leaves, sacred symbols,
holy nectars, stones, soil and more were placed beneath each stone of the 8-stone circle,
with a smaller stone marking the central energy vortex. It is intended that the land should be
available for Goddess Gatherings, retreats, sacred dance & music, and for private bookings for
personal healing and meditation. Inexpensive accommodation is also available nearby. To visit
or for bookings contact davidash333@btinternet.com or phone 07792387291.

GODDESS IN CORNWALL 2013

The Goddess in Cornwall event, Cornwall’s premiere spiritual event for women,
which has run successfully for over 6 years, is back again this year at Boswedden House
near St.Just. Running from Sept 3rd-8th there is a cornucopia of workshops, ceremonies
and entertainment. Further details can be found at www.goddessincornwall.co.uk.

“WELLS

CORNER

A new regu{ar feature S 9 .
on Cornwall’s holy wells

Tregellast well [SW5184 3440].

MM’s attention was recently drawn to a well not
known to us before. On the Holywells of Cornwall Facebook page, Jonathan Polkest
posted a photo of Tregellast well, which lies in the middle of a crossroads near Cockwells,
just off the A30 road between Penzance and St.Erth. There is no mention of it in
Meyrick’s book on holy wells, and no trace of a chapel nearby, so presumably it is a
utiliterian rather than a holy well. But its location, right in the centre of a crossroads, is
interesting, and it also lies not far from the famous Collurian well [SW523 347], a holy
well famed for the cure of eye troubles. Tregellast was restored by Ludgvan OCS in 2002,
but its surface is now covered by moss, which hides the fresh water beneath.

www.facebook/com/groups/holywells of Cornwall
11




MEYN MAMVRO | 81 | Summer 2013 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

The centre-page feature that focusses on one or
more particular sites each time in depth.
As a lead-in to the article on p.14-16
this one looks at
TREGESEAL CIRCLE & NEARBY SITES

Tregeseal stone circle [SW 3866
3238] lies to the south of Carn Kenidjack,
a strangely-shaped rocky outcrop/tor
enclosure on the moors near to St.Just,
associated with legends of the dead and
supernatural beings, as well as anomalous
earth-lights. The circle now has 19 stones
standing, though it was much disturbed in
the past. Most were re-erected in the 1920s
by ‘persons unknown’ and some in the
1980s. The stones range in height from — T —
0.8m (2'ft) to 1.5m (5ft) and are equally spaced with a =
gap in the south-western side, but a former quarry| -
encroaches on its western flank.

There was formerly a second circle due west of the &
extant one at 3861 3237 which was destroyed in the 19th
& early 20th centuries, although some stones are now »
incorporated in the Cornish hedge. Also a third circle, .
again due west at 3857 3257, has been identified from crop S
marks, but this may have been a cairn circle. There was © om
originally a great concentration of circles, barrows, [c] Craig Weatherhill
enclosures and other monuments on Tregeseal Common .
) This area of the Common is rich with legends of the Otherworld: fairy folk, demons
and devils. One story tells of how a local miner chanced upon a Fairy Feast at the circle and
was bound in gossamer thread and left there all night; another tells of an encounter with the
Devil himself on Carn Kenidjack, which dominates the horizon from the circle; and yet
another tells of Pee Tregear who was piskey-led here and encountered the little folk. All
these stories may be memories of the ancestors.and spirits of the dead in this ancient area. It
seems likely that Tregeseal Circle, along with other stone circles in the area, was a place of
ceremony and ritual. Together with its twin (or triple) circles, it was probably originally the
centre of a whole area of ritual monuments, perhaps all focussed on the distinctive shape of
Carn Kenidjack that overlooks the moor. It is known that Carn Kenidjack was a Tor
Enclosure, which means that it was used as well, perhaps as a separate sacred area. It was
probably thought of as the dwelling place of the ancestors or the Gods/Goddesses, and there

may have been a ceremonial path from the circle(s) to the Tor Enclosure.
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OTHER SITES NEAR TO TREGESEAL CIRCLE

Tregeseal Barrows

North of the stone circle there are a number of round barrows, which can be found
by taking the path from the stone circle towards Carn Kenidjack and after about 100 yards
bearing right (NE) along a smaller path. The barrows will be visible ahead, and the path
runs between two of the best preserved of them. The two best preserved barrows are 12.2m
(40ft) & 14m (46ft) in diameter, and both about 1.5m (5ft) high. One of them (SW 3887
3255) has part of its kerb remaining and may have held a cist (burial urn). The other (SW
3891 3258) still has the remains of a stone chamber, which may have been an entrance
grave. There is also another well-preserved barrow to the south at Hailglower Farm (SW
3852 3210). All these barrows were part of a funerary complex, and probably held the
remains of the dead ancestors of the people who built the stone circle(s).

Holed stones

Continue along this minor path past the barrows and | A\ .
after a few yards you will come to the Tregeseal Holed
Stones [SW 3895 3255]. These stones are something of an
enigma. It is presumed that they are contemporary (late
Neolithic-early Bronze Age) with all the other monuments | .s

in the area, such as the stone circle(s) and barrows, but their 43.?
function and purpose is not clear. There have been re- 9 o =
erected within living memory and may not now be in their L2 200 | &

original positions, nor have they all been re-erected the [c] Craig Weatherhill
correct way round. They are all about 0.8m (2'4ft)
to 1.2m (4ft) high, and all have holes of varying
diameters, but mostly quite small. There are three of &
them standing (plus a fragment of one fallen) in a
line, marked as nos. 2, 3 & 4 on the above plan.
No.2 (photo right above) has the largest hole, being
9cm (3'%in) in diameter, large enough to pass a
hand through. No.3 has fallen, and no.4 (photo right
below) has been put back up at right angles. About
20 yds to the NW is another one (no.5 on the plan)
with a horizontal fracture, that was recently repaired |
and re-erected by HES. Finally, about 100 yds up
the hillside to the NE is another one, which has
fallen. It may not belong to the same sequence as
the others, though its proximity to them is curious
to say the least.

The stones may have originally been aligned
to view a significant landscape feature, such as a
nearby barrow, or Carn Kenidjack, or Boswens menhir, the tip of which is visible on the far
eastern horizon.
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