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Megyn Mamvro

STONES OF OUR MOTHERLAND

EARTH ENERGIES * ANCIENT STONES * SACRED SITES * PAGANISM * LEYPATHS
CORNISH PRE-HISTORY & CULTURE * MEGALITHIC MYSTERIES * LEGENDS & FOLKLORE

The row about grazing and fencing the West Penwith moors continues to rumble on
- though perhaps ‘rumble’ is not the right word, given the vociferous opposition and
activism of the Save Penwith Moors Group. They have at least scored one major success.
The Nine Maidens Downs Commoners have now withdrawn their application to have the
Commons grazed and fenced, saying that basically it wasn’t worth the hassle for the limited
amount of funding they would get. However, it appears that the HEATH Project are still
backing landowners to manage other parts of the moorland. At Lanyon Farm, owned by
the Bolitho Estate, more than 3000 metres of barbed wire fencing will be erected along
parts of the 327 acre site to allow grazing by 33 cows for spring, summer and autumn
grazing; at Carnyorth Moor at St.Just, owned by the Tregothnan Estate and Warren Farm
Trust, 1000 metres of fencing will be put up in various parts of the 250 acre moorland for
similar grazing; and at Carn Gulva, the National Trust plans to graze 30 cows on the 150
acre site, which will involve cattle grids on the B3306 north coast road. Taken all together,
this is still a considerable amount of ‘managing’ and fencing, and the Save Penwith Moors
Group continue to fight these proposals. MM can see both sides of the argument. More
fencing on the moors (especially barbed wire fencing) means less open access and
‘freedom to roam’; however it is obvious that the moors have become badly overgrown
with gorse and bracken, and prehistoric barrows and hut circles have disappeared under it.
I (editor) was up on Bodmin Moor recently, and it was a pleasure to be able to walk across
the Moor, where the gorse has obviously been kept under control by grazing cattle and
ponies. However, the site I was visiting - the Nine Stones circle - was a waterlogged pit,
where the same cattle had obviously churned up the ground while visiting the stones for a
good scratch! There seems to be no easy solution to the problems, and no doubt there will
continue to be strongly-held opinions about it on both sides of the argument.

CORNISH ANCIENT SITES PROTECTION NETWORK [CASPN]
CASPN Address: Whitewaves, Boscaswell Village, Pendeen, Penzance, TR19 7EP
Web site: www.cornishancientsites.com E-mail: secretary@cornishancientsites.com

FRIENDS OF CORNWALL’S ANCIENT SITES [FOCAS]
To join FOCAS (£8/year waged- £5 unwaged) tel: FOCAS Administrator Eve Benney
01736-793905 or e-mail focas@cornishancientsites.com, visit CASPN web site for down-
loadable application form, or write to: 24 Queen Street, St.Just, Penzance TR19 7JW
Adopt-a-Site scheme: e-mail: focas@cornishancientsites.com
Sites Clear-Ups: Dave Munday 01736-787230 e-mail: dave@cornishancientsites.com
Report damage at sites: Tel: 01736-787186 or 01736-787522
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DOWSING NEWS

Summer 2008 activities continued with the Celtic Dowsers visit to St.Piran’s
Round on the evening of July17th. The round which is situated between Goonhaven and
Perranporth, had a very pleasant feeling. There was a blind spring close to the entrance and
a few watercourses crossing the centre, and at the far side of the Round the dowsers got a
feeling that they were not alone. There was also a negative energy line there. They then
walked on the outside of the Round, which was like a ditch, where they got a lot of energy
lines, and small skirmishes, being almost knocked out by a buzzard as it took off from the
hedge! It was a good evening for those who turned up.

Y srexjes et

A week later on Sunday July 27th the Celtic Dowsers visited Mawnan Church on
one of the rare lovely Summer days. Mawnan Church is of course the site of the famous
Owlman sightings in the mid-1970s [see ‘Morgawr & the
Mawnan Owlman’ by Tony Doc Shiels MMI11 p.20-21]
though as Larry, who organised the day, pointed out, &
sightings have actually continued right up to the present
time. Inside the church there were some unusual energies, =
lines of watercourses, plus a lot of very strong hot spots
and down spirals. The Group then turned their attention to S8
the outside. There was a lot of energy at the end of the ko9
church by a large tree with a large up spiral. At the tower
end water energy crossed under the tower and some of this
was stressed, making a lot of energy going up through the
tower, ending in a powerful vortex at the top, to match the
one at the other end of the church in the trees. The Group
speculated about this, and wondered if this was the portal i
for supernatural manifestations of the Owlman from P
another dimension, especially as it was the tower where  Afwnan Church tower, site
many of the sightings have been made. The north side of  of the Owlman sightings
the churchyard was interesting, and felt quite peaceful, but
the south side had a very unpleasant energy line that came from the Helford area and up
through the woods below the church. Apparently, the woods were in fact the location of at
least three local suicides. Finally, a very curious 17thC ‘gravestone’ was examined in the
churchyard. It has an effigy carved on it, which the Church Guide Book says is a ‘skull and
crossbones’ but which does not look like that at all. Some of us wondered if it could have
been a representation of the Owlman itself? The Group then proceeded to the hill above
Helford River where they found Bronze Age hut circles and an Iron Age hill fort, ending
with a dowsed remains of a Roman building, which they found to be last occupied just
before the Romans left Britain. Altogether, a most unusual and different day.
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A week later on Sunday August 3rd CEMG along with West Cornwall Dowsers
went to Carn Brea near Redruth. Morning drizzle stopped long enough for us to look over
the Hill Fort, which has been dowsed by WCD in the past. Andy Norfolk showed us the
Neolithic ramparts and the Eastern Summit, with its view to St.Euny’s church and well, and
legends about an underground tunnel linking the two sites. The little well on the side of
Carn Brea was then visited, and Andy pointed out that it did not have the usual dowsing
‘signature’ for holy well. We speculated that perhaps the usual holy well ‘signature’ comes
from Christian blessings at the site, whereas this one had never been Christianised. We then
passed the Iron Age huts which had an unpleasant feel and several dowsers reported feeling
a heavy weight on their chests, and they also dowsed for ‘bad grain’. We wondered if there
had been an outbreak of ergot here in the Tron Age (a fungus caused by infected grain)
which causes hallucinations and experiences of being pinned down by ‘daemons’, called
incubus and succubus in medieval times. Happier feelings were experienced at a rock on
the Central Summit which dowsed as a sacred enclosure, and there was discussion about the
two standing stones in the fields below to the SW at SW6837 4033 & 6838 4032. Together
in one direction they align to N-S towards Tregajorran Carn, and in the other direction they
are on an energy line running to Men Amber rock [see MM67 p.16].

The Group then went on to
Carwynnen Quoit [SW6500 3720]
where Pip Richards from the Sustainable
Trust gave an account of how the Trust %
is purchasing the land that includes the &
Quoit, and their plans for restoring it.
There was discussion about alternative §
forms for its restoration (the 19thC illus- Hee
tration where it looks like Lanyon Quoit S
or something closer to its possible |
original construction?) and why there is
just this isolated example in this place, “= . —
far from the Quoits of West Penwith (field names indicate that there may have been many
more, now destroyed). The visit was curtailed by heavy drizzle that now came in, so the
Group made their way back to the cars after what had been a very satisfying day.

On the last Sunday in August (31st), Celtic Dowsers met at Chysauster Iron Age
courtyard house settlement on what turned out to be a nice sunny day. Nine dowsers
explored the Courtyard Houses, and there was general agreement that Hut 2 had an
unpleasant energy, whereas Hut 4 contained a very nice energy line and a spiral energy
whorl in the corner, where a free-standing stone had been originally placed, perhaps for
sitting on for healing purposes. The large hut enclosure near the entrance to the site was felt
to be a Meeting Hall for the people who lived there, and was buzzing with energy and a
good feeling. Discussion over lunch focussed on why the site (along with other Courtyard
House settlements) was abandoned in about the 3rdC CE when it was in such a favourable
location, and ideas varied between water courses drying up and the arrival of Christianity.
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SOL MOOT IN CORNWALL - Sept 08

In September 1990 the Cornish Earth Mysteries Group hosted the annual Ley
Hunter Moot at CAER at Lamorna. Talks included: Cheryl Straffon on sacred sites of West
Penwith; the late Monica Sjod on Goddess sites; Paul Bennett on sites, lights, faults &
phenomena; Andy Roberts & David Clarke on the Celtic head cult; Nigel Pennick on
straight-line alignments around the world; Paul Devereux on Silbury Hill Beltane sunrise;
and Helen Roberts on ancient site shape correspondences in Ireland & Scotland. In the
evening there was a concert with Bob Stewart, and on the Sunday a site visit with John
Michelle & Cheryl to Boscawen-fin circle, followed by a ley walk across the West Penwith
moors from Tregeseal circle to Boswens menhir.

Fast forward 18 years to September 2008, and, although The Ley Hunter is now
defunct, ley-hunting still thrives under the aegis of the Society of Ley Hunters and its Hon.
Secretary Laurence Main. It too has an annual Moot in different parts of Britain, and in
September it came to West Cornwall, where once again CEMG were the hosts. It all kicked
off on Sunday Sept 7th with a joint CEMG/SOL field day, which was also supported by
representatives from the West Cornwall Dowsers and Celtic Dowsers. Just as in 1990, the
Group visited Tregeseal stone circle, and
then went on to the holed stones on
Truthwall Common, where there was
much interesting discussion as to their
purpose and meaning. An alignment to
Boswens menhir on the horizon was one [
of the suggestions, and dowsers also
detected an energy line going in the other
direction to St.Just Church. From here, a
smaller group walked on to Chiin Quoit,
where they talked about the energy line Vg
from Chiin Castle to the winter solstice g - ;

sunset notch in Carn Kenidjack. Investigating the Tregeseal holed stones

In the evening Cheryl Straffon gave a slide talk at Age Concern, St.Just on
‘Megalithic Mysteries of Cornwall’. Then, on the next day, the Group went to Madron and
followed the ley to Lanyon Quoit, the Mén-an-Tol, Men Scryfa & Nine Maidens stone
circle. In the evening Andy Norfolk gave a talk on ‘Song Lines’. On Tuesday, the Group
went to Sancreed holy well, Caer Bran, Carn Euny settlement, and then on to Chapel Carn
Brea & Crows-an-Wra, where they got the bus to Trencrom Hill to meet up with dowser
Bart O’Farrell, who showed them the ‘Bart Line’ that arrives there from Twelve O’Clock
Rock on Trink Hill. In the evening Bart gave further details of energy and ley lines in
other parts of west Cornwall, including the ones given in the article in the last issue of MM
(p.14-19). This rounded off a great few days for the Group, but some of them prolonged
their stay here by going to the Isles of Scilly for a further week of fascinating ley hunting.
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GOING SCILLY with Laurence Main

Having our Moot in Cornwall tempted five of us to go o
that little bit extra to the Blessed Isles in the west, the Scillies.
We set sail on The Scillonian to St.Marys where we camped
on The Garrison. Spending a day on each island, we explored
St.Marys bit by bit each evening, starting with Bants Carn g
entrance grave [photo on p.14] and Halingey Down settle-
ment. We went to Tresco on Thursday, and St.Martins on
Friday. On St.Martins we found the recorded row of three
stones running along the beach, pointing to Chapel Downs.
However we also discovered another alignment of seven
stones running down the beach towards Great Ganilly /photo
right]. Chapel Down welcomed us with cairns, entrance grave,
and a little statue from the late Neolithic /photo on p.18].

Summer seemed to reserve all its sunshine for us on Saturday, when we visited
Bryher. Of all the islands, this was the most nurturing and feminine, especially on Gweal
Hill, where an entrance grave overlooked sweeping bays. This is where the base chakra of
the Merlin line is located [c.f ‘The Grail Journey through Wales’ by Megan Wingfield]. We
also admired the rugged coastline of Hell Bay, with Shipman Head part of Cancer’s boat in
Jimmy Goddard’s Scilly Zodiac [see MM27 p.10-11 for more details]. Back on St.Marys,
we worked our way round to the Long Rock menhir, which tapers like a seal; and two
entrance graves, Upper & Lower Innisidgen /photo on p.16]. Our sunny Saturday was
completed by dowsing a 310° ley (summer solstice sunset) at Buzza Hill entrance grave.
Impressively, this pointed towards the prominent peak of Castle Bryher, jutting up between
the breasts of Samson. Other key ley points we found during the week were the prongs of
Men-a-Vaur and the distinctive Hanjague.

We took it easy on Sunday by joining a guided archaeological walk on the
uninhabited island of Samson. The evidence for prehistoric burials was overwhelming,
including several impressive entrance graves. On Monday we went to St.Agnes, timing our
arrival in order to take advantage of the maximum low tide in order to cross over to Gugh.
In the Scilly Zodiac, St.Agnes is the dove of Libra and Gugh forms its great fan tail. The
standing stone known as the Old Man of Gugh did resemble a tail feather. Nearing the
dove’s beak at Long Point, St.Agnes, 1 felt the most powerful energy of the whole trip at
Nag’s Head, a rock shaped like a horse’s head (with Pegasus wings?). We also visited
St.Warna’s Well and Troy Town maze before leaving the island. Tuesday was spent on a
boat trip to the Eastern Isles. We landed on St.Helens and Tean, then came close enough to
Normnour to see the remains of the shrine to the Goddess, plus cairns on Great Arthur. Our
evening rambles on St.Marys reached entrance graves on Normandy Down, aligned with
sunrise at the equinoxes. Finally, we managed a quick visit to the Museum on St.Marys on
Wednesday. The Bryher sword and mirror and collection of votive offerings to the Goddess
found on Nornour couldn’t be missed! For more on the Scillies see p.14-18
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LOST AND FOUND
CARVANNEL MENHIR DISCOVERED

Following on from the article on
o Redrun B0.Carm Marth - the Carnmenellis area in MM67
anner

p.14-19, Chris Sawle has reported

to MM the discovery of a possible

carvannel  Ditherto unrecorded standing stone,

3 now serving as a gatepost, on the

‘ lowland to the NE of Carnmenellis

Hill at SW7116 3877. He says: "I

came across it on a meander around

1o Stithians the Carnmenellis hinterland. It is

RN quite hidden in a shallow valley, on

Carnmenellis Hill a footpath, but one which looks to

be heavily underused. It occupies

the position of a gatepost at the entrance to a narrow stream-

side paddock. The stone is over 7ft high, at least 4ft broad,

with a visible width of 2ft. It's one hell of a stone!" MM checked out the map alignment and

found that it was on a direct line to the barrow on top of Carnmenellis Hill [SW6955 3640]

in a SW direction, and on to Burras menhir [SW6759 3445] on the other side of the hill.

This was confirmed 'in situ' as an energy line going through the stone, which also dowsed
as a genuine standing stone with a gentle energy field around it about 3ft away.

MM editor at the stone

CAERHAYS STONE VISITED

MM also visited (with reader Sandra Hutchings)
the beautifully-positioned small standing stone above
Porth Luney beach [SW9760 4120] which lies near Caer-
hays Castle, to the west of Gorran Haven and the Dodman. The stone stands on a field
slope overlooking Veryan Bay, and could well be a genuine standing stone, as it seems to
be aligned to Gull Rock out to sea at the midwinter sunset, and is also visually aligned to
Carne Beacon [SW9125 3865] visible on the next headland /photo right]. The coastal path
runs nearby so it is certainly worth including in a day’s coastal walk in the area.
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ARCHAEOLOGISTS RETURN TO BODEN VEAN

The Boden multi-phased site [SW7685 2406], just south of Manaccan on the Lizard
Peninsula, which was first excavated in 2003 [see MM55 p.16-17] has now been re-visited
by HES archacologist James Gossip and a team of volunteers from CAS. In a period of 5
weekends in Autumn 2008, the team concentrated not on the fogou and possible Iron Age
enclosure and houses, but on an earlier Bronze Age Roundhouse, some 10m in diameter. In
the 2003 excavation, fragments of a very large pot were discovered. This Trevisker Ware
vessel was radiocarbon-dated to ¢.1300 BCE, and this excavation found more sherds of the
pot as well as fragments of other pots from the same period. Postholes were also found,
some of which contained deposits, including two fired clay perforated weights and a copper
alloy knife. All this has led James Gossip to suggest that the finds had a ritual function, and
that the pots, and perhaps the deposits, were part of ritual abandonment practices in the
Cornish Bronze Age. Post-excavation tests should help to answer some of these questions.

ROMAN NECK RING FOUND AT NEWQUAY

Following on from the recent discoveries of a stronger Roman presence in Cornwall
[see New Roman Fort at Restormel MM65 p.6; 3rd Roman Fort at Calstock MMG66 p.5]
Sue Joiner wrote to MM [MMG67 p.7] about a possible old Roman road (the B3314)
running from Camelford to Pentire head. Now comes news of the discovery of a neck-ring
dug up in the garden of Mike Salter of Newquay that dates to the 1st century CE (AD).
Mike actually found it in 1966, but did not report the find until last year, when it was
authenticated by the British Museum. The neck-ring weighs 540g and is made from two
cast sections, and the upper side has cross-hatched decoration at both terminals. The item
could have come from a grave of a high-status person within an Iron
Age community living in the Newquay area. Sarah Cooper of the
Royal Cornwall Museum, where the neck-ring is currently dis-
played, said: “This is one of the most stunning and exciting recent
archaeological discoveries in Cornwall. It increases the evidence of
an early Roman presence in the South West and points to local
people adopting the Roman’s new metalworking techniques”. (c) Carl Thorpe, HES

BRONZE AGE BONES FOUND ON BEACH SITE

A walker on the beach at Constantine Island on the north Cornwall coast has
discovered part of the skeleton of a Bronze-Age man protruding from the remains of a
stone cist. Trevor Renals reported the find to HES & NT, who, in a race against time and
the elements, excavated the site and recovered the remains of the skeleton. This is a rare
find as Bronze Age people were usually cremated, but this was of a middle-aged man
buried in a cist in a N-S alignment. Constantine Island would originally have been part of
the mainland, and this find dates from Middle Bronze Age 1380-1100 BCE.
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‘NEW’ PENGLAZ AT MONTOL FESTIVAL

Montol, the Penzance Midwinter festival, was
revived in 2007, and included Penglaz, teazed by
Cassandra Latham [see MMG65 p.20-21 & photo
right]. This last Yule (2008) it again took place, but
with a ‘new’ Penglaz [see next page]. Montol was the
Cornish word for the Midwinter Solstice, according
to Edward Lhuyd in his 1700 MSS Vocabulary. He
translated it as “balance”, which some might think
was more appropriate to the Spring & Autumn
Equinoxes than the Winter Solstice. However, the
organisers of the festival, who are part of the same
team who organise the very succesful Golowan Festi-
val at the Summer Solstice, interpreted this as a
balance to the Golowan Festival at the opposite point
of the year. Light, fire and darkness were the themes
of the festival, based on earlier references to people
lighting the Mock or Block (Yule log) at this time.

In 2007 the Montol Committee incorporated many traditional elements from
recorded Cornish folklore in the first festival, and once again brought these elements into
the 2008 celebrations. The Guise Dancers were re-formed. These were originally recorded
as strangely dressed performers who travelled throughout the town and went from door to
door celebrating the topsy turvy and the spirit of misrule; they also gatecrashed parties and
were involved with the "testing of the ale". Richard Edmonds, writing in Archaelogia
Cambrenis (1858) said: “The guise dancers (the same as the guisards of Scotland) may be
always seen in the streets of Penzance in the evenings from Christmas-day to Twelfth-day,
going to or from houses wherein they are permitted to perform, attired in fantastic dresses
and variously disguised”. The Guise Dancers had a band of followers who wore Venetian
style carnival masks and black clothes or ‘tatters’ i.e, coloured tattered rags attached to
black cloth. Some wore the skin and horns of cattle, recalling the ancient tradition of
shamans cloaking themselves in animal skins to take on the spirit of the animal itself. The
wearing of sprigs of mistletoe, ivy, holly and yew tree were also part of the celebrations. In
2008 all participants in Montol were encouraged to disguise themselves in some way and
be masked (i.e a domino eye mask). or mask in the Venetian style or wear tatters in the
same style as the Guise dancers. The Guise Dancers also performed The Guise Dance
Plays, short comedy plays performed by characters with names like Duffy and the Devil
and St George and the Turkish Knight. In 2008 there was a Lord of Misrule Mummers
Play, and Guise dancing in the pubs, with traditional Cornish carol singing, and Cornish
music from the Golowan and Turkey Rhubarb bands.
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Richard Edmonds also added: “A well-known character amongst [the Guise
Dancers], about fifty years ago, was the hobby-horse, represented by a man carrying a
piece of wood in the form of of a horse's head and neck, with some contrivance for
opening and shutting the mouth with a loud snapping noise, the performer being so
covered with a horse cloth, or hide of a horse, as to resemble the animal whose
curvettings, biting, and other motions, he imitated. Some of these ‘guise-dancers’
occasionally masked themselves with the skins of the heads of bullocks, having the horns on.”

This shamanic figure made its re-appearance at Penzance’s Midsummer Golowan
Festival in 1992, where it was named Penglaze after a reference by William Sandys in
1833 (in “Christmas Carols Ancient and Modern”). In talking about a game performed in
west Cornwall at Yule time called ‘The Corn Market’, Sandys says: "Another essential
character is old Penglaze, who has a blackened face, and a staff in his hand, and a person
is girded round with a horse’s hide, to serve as his horse.....Old Penglaze then comes in
on his horse, which winces and capers about grotesquely. He is then told that a fine colt
wants shoeing, for which he says his reward is a full gallon of moonlight, besides all
other customs for shoeing in that market. The shoe of the colt is taken off, and Penglaze
gives him one or two hard blows on the sole of the foot, after which he rides off again, his
horse capering more than before and sometimes throwing the old gentleman off." Here it
appears that Penglaze is the character, not the ‘horse’, though Barbara Spooner argued (in
“The Padstow Hobby Horse, Folklore Vol.69 March 1958) that: "The Hobby Horse that
went with the Land's End mummers not so very long ago was the sort that consists of a
horses skull held up on a stick by a hide covered or sheet draped man, and had its own
name in the Cornish Language Penglas or 'Grey head'.”

Penglaz continued to make an annual appear-
ance at Golowan (and at Montol 2007) with its teazer
Cassandra Latham [photo right]. However, in April
2008 the person carrying Penglaz decided to ‘retire’,
taking Penglaz with him. As a result of this, the
Penglaz Co-operative was formed in order to create a
reborn (mare) Oss. Meanwhile however the Golowan
team set about creating their own replacement
(stallion) Penglaze in time for the summer festival of
Golowan 2008, who was then teazed by someone
new. It was then agreed that the ‘new’ Cassandra-led
Penglaz would make her appearance at Montol, but as
there are now two of them it is not known what will
happen in future. There could be an interesting paral-
lel here to Padstow’s two rival Obby Osses! It is the
nature of Penglaz to be wild, anarchic and unpre-
dictable, so future festivals may see that true to form!

Photos [c] Jane Cox
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REMOTE & ANCIENT PLACES IN WEST PENWITH

by Raymond Cox
5: Hannibal's Carn

A view from the summit of

Hannibal's Carn presents the gz .
observer with the real essence of
the timeless Penwith moors, in
addition to the expanse of the
coastal plateau, where the old Iron 8
Age - often called 'Celtic' - fields, S5
still exist as they were so long ago. |8
Here is revealed a network of seem- f&
ing myriads of tiny fields of all
shapes, with their bordering walls e
of unhewn granite blocks gathered
from the surface of the land and
very hard to change or remove.
When the sun shines they shine as white streaks in the landscape. Whilst there is no
absolute proof of their continuous use and occupation down the centuries it is likely. On
the wild and winding coast itself are further examples of Iron Age occupation: the fortified
promontory enclosures, the cliff castles of Gurnard's Head and Bosigran, and close by the
courtyard house settlements of Bosigran and Porthmeor, overgrown in summer.

Ry

Fields at Bosporthennis from Hannibal's Carn

But cast your eyes to the right and along the little valley to Bosporthennis where
there are more examples of the fields On a clear and sunny day an expanse of ancient
beauty is seen. This is a quiet and lonely, self-contained region of grassy fields where a
few cattle may be grazing between the clear and bright walls. The area also has its own
courtyard house settlement below
Hannibal's Carn on the gentle slope in
front of the fields, and there is also an
example of human occupation from
earlier times in the Bosporthennis quoit
(SW 436366). Also at the corner of one
field there is the singular beehive hut.
One alignment crosses the land in the
axis NE/SW, and passes through the
quoit. It can be traced from a barrow on §
Truthwall Common (SW 389326). It
clips the side of Chin Castle hillfort
and goes on to the Pennance chambered
tomb (SW 448375). [From MM34, with
the addition of Chiin Castle.] .
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The eye can now move further round to the right or south and see a starkly
different landscape, brooding and mysterious should a sudden mist shroud the scene. This
is a region of wild moorland with its famous monuments such as the Mén-an-Tol holed
stone, the Nine Maidens stone circle (Boskednan) and the inscribed stone Men Scryfa.
There are other standing stones and cairns. On the distant horizon is the Ding Dong area
with its engine house a prominant landmark from the later time of the tin mining era. Near
the centre of the area is the Four Parishes Stone, the place where four of the old parishes
meet. There are numerous paths on the moor. This is probably the most visited piece of
moorland in West Penwith, mostly for the three monuments mentioned /see p.12-13], but
it still retains an atmosphere of remoteness and seems far from civilisation, especially
when the past is everywhere around. The moor changes character and apperance with the
seasons. It is a riot of colour in late summer when the heather and gorse cover the land.
In winter there is a different yet stark beauty when the colours are bleached, the bracken
is dull but the grasses are almost white, and the cotton grass sways in a gentle breeze. No
less than nine alignments cross this area - perhaps not very surprising given its expanse.

The eye can now go almost e
full circle to take in the prominence
of Carn Galva, such an imposing |
landmark from the coastal area, but
oddly diminutive from many points
on the high moor. It is here where
some field work uncovered signs of
a possible Neolithic 'camp'. If so,
then there is the prospect that well
over 4000 years ago people were
here and perhaps established more
permanent sites on this high
mooland for their cultural centres.

Other traces in the area may be lost for all time. Perhaps even here in this
landscape some remains are yet too far back into pre-history to be retained.

s

Carn Galva seen from Little Galva
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The centre-page feature that focusses on one
particular site each time and looks at it in'depth.
After the article on p.10-11
this one looks at -

CARN GULVA & LOCAL SITES

Carn Gulva [SW 426364] is a granite outcrop standing
at 210m (682ft) on the northern Penwith moors [for location
see map on p.11]. It is written 'Carn Galver' on the OS map,
but as Craig Weatherhill points out /Cornish Place Names &
Language] this is incorrect. It should be Carn Gulva, as it
comes from the Late Cornish Carn Golva, which means
"lookout tor". This is a rather appropriate name, as archaeolo-
gists have suggested that it was originally a Neolithic tor
enclosure [c.f The Neolithic in Cornwall by R.J Mercer in
Cornish Archaeology 25]. It is accessible by pathways &2
running from the north coast road ( B3306) to the north, and
from Nine Maidens Downs to the south. The views from the
top are magnificent, and it is easy to see how it might have
been thought of as a sacred hilltop to our Neolithic ancestors.
Recently, a 'propped stone' (a natural granite rock deliberately
balanced on stones beneath) has been identified here by current CAS President Tony
Blackman /see article & picture in MM49 p.8-11].

Carn Gulva is a very distinctive hilltop site, when
viewed from a number of megalithic sites nearby, which seem
to have been deliberately positioned to focus on Carn Gulva
itself. One of the most distinctive of these is the Mén Scryfa
standing stone [SW4268 3529], which points directly north-
wards to a notch in Carn Gulva when viewed from the stone.
This 1.8m (6ft) tall standing stone probably dates originally
from the Bronze Age, but was re-used in the late Iron Age/
Celtic period (5th or 6th century CE) when an inscription was
carved along the northern face of the stone. This read RIALO-
BRANI CVNOVALI FILI, (the FILI is now below ground)
which is a Latinised form of Cornish, and means 'Royal Raven, son of the famous leader'. It
was thus a memorial stone to the son of a tribal leader of an Iron Age clan or tribe, whose
name was taken from Bran, a mythic Celtic God or Chieftan written about in the early Welsh
saga The Mabinogi. The story of Rialvran is also recorded in fragmentary form, and tells of
how a great battle was fought at this spot, as Rialvran tried to recover his father's lands from
an interloper who had seized them. Rialvran was defeated but this memorial was erected to
him here. We thus have a continuity of use from the Bronze Age when the stone may have
been put up here to reference the holy hilltop of the ancestors, and then on into the Iron Age.
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