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Meyn Blamvro

STONES OF OUR MOTHERLAND

EARTH ENERGIES * ANCIENT STONES * SACRED SITES * PAGANISM * LEYPATHS
CORNISH PRE-HISTORY & CULTURE * MEGALITHIC MYSTERIES * LEGENDS & FOLKLORE

It always amazes me that during the 4 months between one MM and the next, how
many new discoveries, new finds and new ideas about the ancient sites of Cornwall occur.
In the 22 years since MM started, a huge amount of information, ideas and theories has
been amassed in the pages of this magazine. This issue is no exception. The Hurlers stone
circle on Bodmin Moor has suddenly given rise to some exciting new ideas and possibili-
ties about its meaning, as the features on pages 7-13 reveal. Then, as usual, the news page
throws up some fascinating developments. The hengiform monument (new word for a new
definition of such sites) at Deep Tye Farm, discovered during the A30 by-pass route, is now
thought to be an astronomical observatory. And closer to my heart at Calstock, yet another
Roman fort has been identified next to a possible silver mine. I spent the first 19 years of
my life at Calstock in the Tamar Valley, and returned most years after that while my parents
were still alive and living there. As a place, it has hitherto featured little in the catalogue of
ancient sites, so it is especially pleasing to me that it has now a claim to fame more
interesting than the fact that the MM editor came from there! Coincidentally, a few months
before the find was announced (while the dig was going on) I returned to Calstock at the
start of my great 60th Birthday walk, in which I walked from one end of Cornwall to the
other by means of ancient trackways, paths and green lanes, from Calstock where I started
to Boscaswell near St.Just where I now live. It was an amazing experience to connect with
a Cornwall far from the busyness of modern day traffic and towns, and just to be close to
the rhythms of nature. Friends joined me for some stages of this walk through time, which
became a deep physical and spiritual experience. Of course, the walk passed by many
ancient sacred sites, and I hope to write it up in a future MM.

MM receives (or goes out to look for) many good contributions, but there are always
room for more original and interesting discoveries, so if you think you have made some,
then please get in touch! Some of the more fascinating findings are now coming out of the
site visits being made to lesser-known sites in west Cornwall by the West Cornwall
Dowsers Group. These are reported more fully on p.2-3, and it does seem as if they are
continuing to find hitherto-unidentified stones, and energy lines running between the sites.
This all helps to build a picture of the 'pattern of the past' in Cornwall, and shows us that
there are still many interesting things to be found in our beautiful county.

With the recent sharp increase in postal rates, the annual subscription to MM rises from
£7.50 to £8.00. The cover price remains at £2.50 at present. The annual subscription can
now also be paid by PayPal on the website www.meynmamvro.co.uk.
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DOWSING NEWS

WEST CORNWALL DOWSERS

The Group continue to have interesting and revealing site visits, and in late
2007/early 2008 they visited a number of sites in close proximity to each other in the
Kerrier area. In December 2007 on a wild and windy day they went to Crowan Beacon
(SW664 348). On the Beacon they examined the remains of the large cairn that once
covered the rocky tor. The Mary Line runs through it, but it is the highest point for miles
around and dowsing using rods was impossible in the high wind. The Beacon is also on a
line between Godolphin Hill and Carn Brea. Close to it to the east is another ruined cairn
which has clear lengths of concentric kerbs around it. Both barrows are still approximately
10m across, about the same as Hangman’s Barrow nearby. They also noticed that there
appeared to have been a ring of small standing stones around the top of the hill, perhaps as
some sort of hilltop enclosure. From here they went down the slope to the remains of the
stone circle finding many intriguing settings of stones as they went. From the circle they
went around the south-west end of the hill where they found hut circles and traces of
ancient fields. As they walked back up the hill they realised that one hedge they had been
following pointed directly to Men Amber.

They then went to Crowan Church where they found the Mary line (though not
quite where it was expected) and a puzzling double line at the west end of the church.
Finally, they went to Men Amber rocks (SW6501 3225) where it was blowing so hard it
was hard to talk, but from which they could see Crowan Beacon. Men Amber is a hub from
which many energy lines spread out like spokes to the high and holy hilltops of the area.

In January 2008 the Group continued their exploration of the area at Nine Maidens
Stone Circle, Wendron. This time they had a beautiful still sunny early spring-like day for
their visit. The extant stone circle (at SW6831 3553) was dowsed, and the equinox sunrise
to the barrow on Carnmenellis hill noted. Strong energy lines running to other nearby sites
and down the Lizard were also dowsed. The location of the now-destroyed second circle to
the NW (in an adjoining field) was discussed, but the Group found a strong indication of a
circle further up the existing field at SW6830 3650, and the original position of the stones
was found by the dowsers. This dowsed circle lay to the SW of the postulated position of
the second circle, so it is either the original position of the second circle, or a hitherto
undetected third circle. What gave it credence is that it lies directly on the equinoxical
sunrise line, mentioned above, from Hangmans Barrow to Carnmenellis Hill. Strong spiral
energies were also found at this site. Later a number of stones standing in and next to the
hedge across the road near to the modern layby were dowsed, and it was felt that these too
could have come from the site.
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The Group then went on to the nearby Hangmans Barrow (SW6737 3669), a
massive ruined cairn originally over 9ft high and 65ft in diameter. There were very clear
views from here to many of the other hilltop sites, including Crowan Beacon, previously
mentioned, and energy lines were dowsed running to many of these hilltop sites. It was also
noted that the equinox line ran from here through the newly-dowsed circle, the 2nd missing
circle, and on to the barrow on Carnmenellis hill, a superb energy and visual alignment.
Traces were also found of satellite barrows on the hill, and of a settlement lower down the
hill slope, the homes of the people whose dead were probably buried in Hangmans Barrow.

Finally, in February 2008 the Group returned to Godelphin Hill, previously visited
by CEMG in Aug 2006 [see MM62 p.2], when a fallen menhir on top of the hill was found,
and a processional way to neighbouring Tregonning Hill dowsed; and by WCD in Feb 2007
[see MM63 p.3], when rows of stones radiating out from the top of the hill were found.
This time the Group found a powerful energy line running from St.Michael's Mount
through the fallen menhir on top of the hill and on to Men Amber rocks /[see previous
page]. The rocky outcrop to the NW of the hill top was investigated, and a natural chair
structure found at an angle of 42°, marking the midsummer solstice sunrise. The energy line
running SW to Germoe Church and Pengersick Castle, first found in 2006, was also
confirmed, and it was felt that this had also been a processional way. A cluster of water
lines running down the SE quadrant of the hill were dowsed, and it was noted that a similar
clustering effect had also been found at Chapel Carn Brea when that site had been dowsed.
In the afternoon, the Group concentrated on the base of the hill and discovered a well at the
entrance to a nearby lane, which was felt to have been a healing well for rickets. A little
further on, a hut circle was identified, with once again a NE entrance, marking the summer
solstice sunrise. Nearby a fallen 9ft menhir was found which may have aligned with the
rows of stones on the hillside above. A fascinating day and a site that will repay future visits
An article on sites "From Godolphin to Carnmenellis Hills" will be in the next issue of MM

DOWSING EVENTS 2008
Sun Apr 20th: 11am - St.Breock Downs & Nine Maidens stone row SW934675 WCD
Sun Apr 27th: 11am - Castle-an-Dinas, W.Penwith (Meet Castle Gate SW495342) CD
Sun May 11th: 2pm - Ed Prynn's Stone Henge, St.Merryn nr.Padstow CD
Sun June Ist: 11am - Dowsing down The Lizard (Goonhilly Craft Centre) CEMG/WCD
Thurs July 17th: 7pm - St.Pirans Round SW779545 CD
Sun July 20th: tha - Guided walk on Kit Hill SX375707 with Alan Neal TD
Sun July 27th: 1pm - Mawnan Smith church SW782293 CD
Sun Aug 3rd: 11am - Carn Brea (Redruth) & Carwynnen Quoit SW685407 CEMG
Sun Aug 24th: 11am - Chysauster Settlement SW473350 CD
Sun Sept 7th: 11am - Tregeseal area (meet St.Just Library SW369314) CEMG/SOL
Sun Sept 21st: tha - St.George's Island, Looe TD
Sun Oct 26th: 11am - Helman Tor & local sites SX061617 CD
WCD - West Cornwall Dowsers (01326-280681) CD - Celtic Dowsers (01726-71903)
www.discoverdowsing.com TD - Tamar Dowsers (01566-774902) www.tamar-dowsers.co.uk
CEMG - Cornish Earth Mysteries Group (01209-831519) www.meynmamvro.co.uk/earth.htm
SOL - Society of Ley Hunters Moot (Laurence Main 01650-531354)
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C.A.S.P.N NEWS ROUND-UP

Cornish Ancient Sites Protection Network

Following on from the successful Pathways to the Past weekend in May 2007,
FOCAS (Friends of Cornwall's Ancient Sites) is organising another weekend this year on
Saturday & Sunday 24th-25th May. The programme includes walks and talks and get-
togethers among the ancient sites of West Penwith, with local archaeologists, writers and
researchers, including Craig Weatherhill, Paul Bonnington, Cheryl Straffon, David Gid-
dings & Steve Patterson. Craig will lead a story walk to Bartinney Hill & Carn Euny on the
Sat morning, Paul will lead a walk around Chapel Carn Brea on Sat afternoon and give a
talk at the Count House at Botallack Sat evening. On Sunday morning Cheryl will give a
talk there, and in the afternoon David will lead a walk to Chiin Quoit & Castle. Finally, the
weekend finishes with a social get-together and talk in St.Just on folklore with Steve
Patterson. All are welcome, and full details are on a leaflet with this MM or on the CASPN
website www.cornishancientsites.com.

Meanwhile CASPN continues to monitor damage and vandalism at the ancient sites,
and to do practical work in clearing up the sites every month, which have included
Sancreed Well (Jan), Madron Well (Feb), ancient houses at Newmill (Mar) & Bodrifty
settlement (Apr). They have also been talking to Joe Oliver of the HEATH Project about
the possible grazing by cattle on Tregeseal Common, the fencing that will be needed, and
the potential danger to the stone circle and row from cattle rubbing against the stones.

CASPN Address: Whitewaves, Boscaswell Village, Pendeen, Penzance, TR19 7EP
Web site: www.cornishancientsites.com E-mail: secretary@cornishancientsites.com
To join FOCAS (£8/year waged- £5 unwaged) tel: FOCAS Administrator Eve Benney
01736-793905 or e-mail focas@cornishancientsites.com, or visit CASPN web site for
downloadable application form.

Adopt-a-Site scheme: Paul Bonnington. e-mail: focas@cornishancientsites.com

Sites Clear-Ups: Dave Munday 01736-787230 e-mail: dave@cornishancientsites.com
Report damage at sites: Tel: 01736-787186 or 01736-787522

NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNE WSNE ws
TREMETHICK CROSS HIT & BROKEN

In February this year an out-of-control lorry on the A3071
Penzance-St.Just road mounted the bank and hit the Tremethick Cross
situated high on the bank there, breaking it into three pieces. The cross &
pieces were subsequently removed by the landowner and are being
stored until repairs can be made. The cross has been in its presen
position on the remains of a former Bronze Age tumulus since the §
middle of the 19th century, when it was moved here after being §
discovered at Rose-an-Beagle.
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NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS
ARCHAEOLOGISTS SAY DEEP TYE FARM CIRCLE
HENGE SITE WAS ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY

The Deep Tye Farm hengi-form monument discov-
ered during the excavation of the new A30 by-pass corridor
on Goss Moor in 2006 [see MM60 p.4] has now been (o
described by Oxford Archaeology's Project Archaeologist 7 o
Stuart Foreman as a "multifunctional religious ritual site 0 © 0
that was probably used for astronomical observations and 0
tracking the round of the solar year". [Talk to CAS in| () v 0
January 2008]. The archaeological team discovered that O 0
the site consisted of ten post holes that could have held |
timber uprights used for observation purposes. These were
surrounded by ten larger ditches that may have denoted that this was a special ritual place
kept apart from habitation. There was a gap on the southern side, that could have marked
the entrance. There were no signs of human habitation or ritual deposits, but small
quantities of charcoal were found in the post holes and pits. Because of the lack of evidence
of human habitation, Stuart Foreman concludes that this was a special site used at particular
times of the year for astronomical observations, which would have had a ceremonial or
religious significance to the people. A radiocarbon date from material taken from the site
places it in the early 3rd millennium BCE, the period of Late Neolithic-Early Bronze Age.
The site, which is about 12m in diameter, is due south of Castle-an-Dinas hill fort, which
dates from the much later Iron Age period. However, there is some suggestion that there
were two Bronze Age barrows originally on the hilltop before the Iron Age castle was built.
This means that the "holy hilltop' would have been visible from the Deep Tye circle henge
site, and may have been incorporated into rituals and ceremonies at the site.

J
0o

Q N
o n
¢]

3rd ROMAN FORT DISCOVERED AT CALSTOCK -
TOGETHER WITH POSSIBLE SILVER MINE

Following hot on the heels of the discovery of a second Roman fort in Cornwall (at
Restormel, 5 miles from the original one at Nanstallon - see MM65 p.6), a third one has
been found, much further to the east of the county at Calstock, on the borders of the River
Tamar. The hilltop site, at an old castle next to the church, was discovered by a team from
Exeter University, funded by the Leverhulme Trust, who undertook a geophysical survey at
the site and then started digging. They discovered a Roman military ditch and the outline
shape of a Roman fort, together with some artefacts including a Roman pot handle.
Archaeologist Stephen Rippon said that the site was next to a medieval silver mine and
there is speculation that the Romans may have mined silver here too. If so, this would be
the first evidence ever of the Romans mining silver in Britain. Rippon commented that it
was a very exciting discovery: "We do know elsewhere in Roman Britain that the Roman
army were involved in mining minerals - there's even evidence of tin being exported to
Europe before the Roman invasion." The discovery of this site raises the question again of
how 'Romanised' Celtic Cornwall was, and how much of a presence the Romans had here.

5
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TIME TEAM COME TO PADSTOW

For the second time in a year Channel 4's Team Team TV | &
programme has come to Cornwall. In 2007 they investigated a site
near Rough Tor on Bodmin Moor and found a Bronze Age settlement
and a Neolithic banked cairn [see MM64 p.7]. This time, in a
programme broadcast in March this year, they turned their attention to
a site overlooking the north Atlantic at Lellizzick near Padstow. One
summer during the 1980s, strange crop marks appeared in two fields
there. Aerial photographs taken by Steve Hartgroves from HES and two geophysics surveys
revealed dozens of circular and semicircular shapes running across the clifftop fields. The
suspicion was that this was a trading centre in prehistoric times, so an excavation was set up in
both fields to determine what was there and from what period it dated.

Excavation site
near Padstow

Investigation of some of the circular features confirmed that these were, as expected,
the outlines of round houses. These contained internal pits, hearths and other features; and the
fact that some of them were overlaid on top of others indicated that this site had been used
over a long period with various phases of occupation, building and rebuilding - perhaps a
thousand years of settlement. There was also evidence of small-scale industrial activity on
parts of the site, principally slag from metal working. There were finds dating from the Iron
Age and possibly earlier, and large amounts of material from the Romano-Celtic period,
including pottery, food waste and coins. A bone stylus, dated to about 200 CE, was claimed as
perhaps the earliest evidence of writing yet discovered in Cornwall. Two linear ditches
excavated in one trench were identified by archaeologist Francis Pryor as the edges of an
ancient drove way on a terrace worn down over the course of many years by the hooves of
domesticated animals. Meanwhile landscape archaeologist Stewart Ainsworth pointed out a
still-visible bank and ditch cutting across the headland - a typical feature of an Iron-Age
promontory fort. At the time that this was in use, it was likely to have been the political centre
of a powerful tribe.

The whole site was likely to have been continuously occupied from the Bronze Age
through the Iron Age and on into the Romano-Celtic period, when the finds suggested that it
had been a trading station importing exotic goods, such as wine oil and pottery, from the
eastern Mediterranean in exchange for Cornish tin and copper. The discovery by Phil Harding
of sherds of north African red slip ware in an undisturbed trench implied that trade with the
Mediterranean had continued well into the 5th and 6th centuries CE. Although the sandbanks
of the Camel estuary here at Padstow are considered dangerous for shipping today, it was
shown that in the past the channel was at least 20ft deep, so could have easily accommodated
the ships from the time with their draught of 13-15ft. Previous excavations at Tintagel, just up
the coast, have shown that this site too had a direct link with the Meditteranean, and a wealth
of remains of amphora jugs and pottery from that region have been found there. Now, this new
excavated site shows that it too had a thriving trade over many centuries, and reveals that
Cornwall, with its almost unique source of tin, was especially placed to benefit from this
exchange of goods - and doubtless ideas - over a very long period of time.

6
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STARGAZING AT THE HURLERS

The Hurlers triple stone circle on Bodmin Moor have recently been in the news with
new theories about their origin and purpose. Brian Sheen, a retired research chemist and
astronomer, who runs the Roseland Astronomical Observatory in St.Stephen, suspected
that the circles were built to observe the position of the constellation of Orion due south at
midnight at the Winter Solstice in 1500 BCE. Sheen believes that they were used to
calculate the halfway point between the autumn and spring equinoxes. Furthermore, he
thinks that the significance of the three circles is that they mirror the three stars in Orion's
Belt. Although other megalithic sites are known to be aligned to the Midwinter Solstice,
very few have been claimed as alignments to Orion, the Thornborough henges in Yorkshire
and stone circles on Orkney being the only other examples in Britain.

However, there are serious objections to this idea. Andy Norfolk of Megalithic
Starwatch has pointed out that the circles are only in a rough NE-SW line, not a precise
alignment; that there could also have been a 4th circle [see p.12-13 of this MM]; that the
circles could all have been built at different times and not as a unit; and that if the proposed
date of 1500 BCE for their construction is correct, this would make them very late indeed
in stone circle construction. In addition, researcher Roger Farnworth was quick to point out
that he believed that the first (southerly) circle was actually constructed to point northwards
to the then-pole star Thubon, and that the second and third circles were constructed
subsequently as the orientation to Thubon slightly changed over time [see article in MM63
p.10-11].

With regard to the possible orientation of the circles to star systems, be they Orion's
Belt or Thubon, we have been here before. In 1909 the then Astronomer Royal Sir Norman
Lockyer suggested that all three circles have alignments to the star Arcturus, with the south
circle aligning Arcturus over the centre of the central circle in 2170 BCE, the central circle
aligning Arcturus over the centre of the north circle in 2090 BCE and the north circle
aligning Arcturus over the centre of a nearby tumulus in 1900 BCE. He also felt that these
alignments to Arcturus were used as a 'clock-star', with the direction giving a warning that
the August (Lammas/Lughnasad) festival would have been due. So, as Roger Farnworth
has suggested for the Thubon alignment, the circles would have been built sequentially.

So, who is right? Were the circles aligned to significant stars? And if so, which ones
- Orion's Belt, Thubon or Arcturus? Or were they aligned to significant solar events?
Christian O'Brien believed that they were aligned to a set of barrows on nearby Caradon
Hill at sunrises between Samhain and Imbolc [for details of this theory see p.12-13]. On the
other hand, MM reader Jo Tagney has done some recent on-site research and believes that
individual stones in the central circle were aligned to significant sunrises and sunsets
around the solar Wheel of the Year [see p.8-11 of this MM]. Clearly, these circles continue
to intrigue and excite researchers with their many possibilities, some of which may not be
mutually exclusive, and at the end of the day you pays your money and takes your choice!
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THE HURLERS - SIGHTLINES TO THE SUN
by Joanna Tagney

The Minions and Craddock Moors are well known for their ancient stone monuments,
which seem to connect with each other; with the natural landscape around them; and to the
heavens above them. The whole complex probably reflected and celebrated the cycles of the
passing seasons. I have gathered some observations on sunrise alignments seen across the
central circle of the three Hurlers circles on Minions moor. At first, I had no idea whether the
circle had been built containing alignments to important sunrises, but, as it became clear that
it had, then each clear dawn became more exhilarating. In the Autumn of 2003, I was asked
to become involved, as a storyteller, in a primary schools project on the history of the
Hurlers. This prompted a visit to the stones at dawn on 1st November (which I thought of as
Samhain at the time). As the sun peeked over the horizon on Caradon Hill, I stood outside the
far edge of the circle and saw that a large stone (whose top had been fashioned into a point)
was directly aligned with the 'centre' upright stone of the circle; and exactly the point where
the sun's disc was emerging. How wonderful!

I could not rest until I had seen whether there were equally clear alignments for other
'important' dates in the year. Christian O'Brien in The Megalithic Odyssey has noted that
sunrises from Samhain to Imbolc appear behind cairns on top of Caradon Hill "as seen from
the Hurlers circles", but exact alignments of the stones of any of the circles were not
mentioned, nor any for the rest of the year. This was all waiting to be discovered! So, for the
next few years, I rose before dawn on every solstice and equinox (dates data from the U.S
Naval Observatory courtesy of www.archaeoastronomy.com), and every 'cross quarter' day
(i.e Tmbolc, Beltane, Lammas and Samhain), taken as the dates halfway between the
equinoxes and solstices of each year. If it was not raining, nor totally cloud-covered, I drove
the half-hour to Minions, camera beside me, to record the sunrise. It has taken over three
years to see a clear sunrise for all 8 points on the wheel of the year, but it has been well worth
it. It appears that all 8 points have clear alignments (3 or 4 stones in a row) pointing out the
position of the sunrise, across the Central Circle of the Hurlers.

In order to be able to talk easily about the stones in the alignments, I numbered them,
starting at 1 for the clearly pointed stone on the west side of the circle (which is the 'pointer'
for the first alignment I saw), and numbering anti-clockwise around the circle. Part of my
surprise at the accurate alignments comes from knowing that the circle was restored in the
early 20th century, with small stumps of granite placed where ancient post-hole evidence was
found. These must be accurately placed, as several of these 'stumps' (numbers 5, 6, 11, 14 &
17) are in the alignments. Three of the stones in the circle are lying down rather than standing.
I numbered them R1-R3 (R for recumbent). There are two off-centre stones inside the circle
- one upright and one recumbent. The position of the latter is still important, as it features (as
a 4th point in the line) in all the alignments, except for the winter and summer solstices.
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With regard to the cross-quarter
days, I visited the circle on the
'halfway  points' between the
equinoxes and solstices. These dates
obviously vary from year to year, but
they are always several days after the
Ist of the calendar month. Alignments
seen at these points were 'stronger'
than those taken on the 1st of the
month. For example, on 1st Novem-
ber, stone 1 aligned with the centre
upright and the sunrise point, whereas
on the 5th November 2006 stone 1
aligned with the recumbent centre
stone, stone 12 and the sunrise point,
giving 4 points in a line, rather than 3.
It is wonderful to be there in the circle
on the moor at those dawns, and
realise the skill and patience of the
people who must have observed, mea-
sured and pegged out the placements
of the stones to mark the turning of the
year and thus times of crop and animal
husbandry thousands of years ago.

A particular story for the centre circle seems |
to involve Beltane. Seventeen minutes after sunrise
on Beltane & Lammas mornings there is a beautiful
phenomenon. The sun's disc arrives precisely into
the dip on top of the stone 16. This stone is the only

the circle which has been given this shape,
carefully positioned to give the spec-
tacle of the sun arriving perfectly in
the dip. Also, at the moment it arrives
there, the alignment includes the
upright centre stone, whereas at the
point the sun appears over the hori-
zon, it only includes the recumbent
centre stone.

Alignment of sun's disc with dip in
stone 16, centre post and stone 5,
seen at 17 minutes after Beltane
sunrise 2006.

Beltane sunrise 2006 over stone 16
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Perhaps this change at Beltane sunrise from the sun aligning to the recumbent stone
to aligning to the upright stone 17 minutes later alludes to some erection of fertile power.
This could imply that Beltane is of extra importance at this monument compared to other
parts of the year. Could it be that the Hurlers complex was built in the time when the May-
November (flowers-berries) axis of the year was considered the most important? Norman
Lockyer [Stonehenge and other British Monuments, Astronomically considered, 1906]
gives detailed evidence showing that the first circle builders in Britain honoured the
"May-year', rather than a 'solstice-oriented year'. He says that this May-year orientation was
in use about 2200 BCE, whereas in about 1600 BCE a 'solstice cult' appears to replace it.
The Hurlers circles (as yet undated by radiocarbon dating) could possibly have been built in
the 3rd rather than the 2nd millenium BCE (as grooved ware pottery from a Davidstowe
Moor barrow dates from 2500 BCE), and thus the Hurlers could be a 'May-year' temple.

Another link to Beltane is the alignment along the embanked avenue on west
Craddock Moor, which runs straight through the Craddock Moor stone circle, and then
touches the southern Hurlers circle and
a Caradon Hill cairn. This is reputedly
the line of the Samhain/Imbolc sunrise.
It agrees with the alignment I saw in
the central circle. Being this, it is also
the alignment for the Beltane eve sun-
set. My understanding of this comes
from my observation that the Samhain
eve sunset is in exactly the same align-
ment (but reversed) as the Beltane/
Lammas sunrise.

Samhain eve sunset over stone 16.

[photographs of each alignment obtained by author]

Summer Solstice [June 21st 2004] Stone 6 - centre post - stone 17 - horizon point
Lammas [Aug 8th 2006] Stone 5 - recumbent centre stone - horizon point

Autumn Equinox [Sept 21st 2005] Stone 3 - centre post - stone 14 - horizon point
Samhain [Nov 5th 2006] Stone 1 - left edge of recumbent centre stone - stone 12 -
horizon point

Winter Solstice [Dec 22nd 2003 & Dec 21st 2004] Stone 27 - centre post - stone 11 -
horizon point

Imbolc [Feb 4th 2007] Stone 1 - left edge of recumbent centre stone - stone 12 -
horizon point

Spring Equinox [Mar 21st 2007] Stone 3 - centre post - stone 14 - horizon point
Beltane [May 6th 2006] Stone 5 - recumbent centre stone - horizon point

Note that 17 mins after sunrise. the disc of the sun appears in the dip of stone 16, giving an
alignment of Stone 5 - centre post - stone 16
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John Barnatt has argued [in Prehistoric Cornwall, 1982] that there is a processional
routeway that follows the contours from the north of the Hurlers circles, via the Rillaton
barrow, to Stowe's Hill. Also, a sunken 'green-lane' type pathway seems to follow the
contours of the land, from the southern circle in the direction of Craddock Moor. This can
be followed on the ground and seen on aerial photographs, but its visibility disappears
where it crosses the modern trackway. Measuring on the map, the distance from Stowe's
Pound to the northern Hurlers circle, and from Craddock Moor stone circle to the southern
Hurlers circle, is almost identical.

Could groups of young people from the Stowe's Pound settlement community and
Craddock Moor community have been signalled to start processing to the Hurlers by a fire
lit on Stowe's Hill (visible from Craddock Moor), when sunrise was viewed from that high
point? Could they have processed to the north and south circles, and when the sun rested in
the dipped stone of the central circle, could they have come together in the central circle
and made love in the May morning sun? And what about the night before? Could the elders
have processed in the setting sun, along the embanked avenue across Craddock Moor to the
Hurlers, and spent the night meditating there, ready for the dawn celebrations of the next
day? Similar suggestions have been made about the Avebury circles complex in Wiltshire.

The Hurlers-Craddock Moor complex has many stories yet to be unravelled. We are
lucky that so much still remains, despite the mining and quarrying over hundreds of years.
This place has a rich history that rewards investigation. And seeing the sun rise there is as
good a way as I know to celebrate any season that will give you a clear dawn!
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A new centre-page feature that focusses on one
particular site each time and looks at it in depth.
Following on from the articles on p.7-11
this one looks at -

THE HURLERS STONE CIRCLE

The Hurlers stone circle
consists of three circles in a
NNE/SSW direction, running .
up a slope towards Stowe's Hil
on Bodmin Moor and the |
Cheesewring, a naturally §
weathered outcrop of rock. The
southernmost circle (SX2580
7132, now virtually unrecog- §
nisable, consists of only 2 up-
right stones, with 7 fallen and [§
overgrown, out of an original &
total of about 28 or 29.

The central circle (SX2582 7139) is the best preserved, with 14 upright stones and 14
markers, together with a small (2Yft) stone just south of the centre. Once again it would have
originally had 29 stones. When the site was excavated by Ralleigh Radford in 1935, he found
a floor of quartz crystals covering the floor of this central circle, and recently dowsers have
suggested this is also true for other stone circles. Quartz was probably seen as being a sacred
stone to the megalithic builders, and it also has piezo-electric qualities, of which they may
have been aware. Originally, this central circle was joined to the northern circle (SX2584
7146) by a paved path. This northern circle now has 11 stones standing and 4 fallen, and
again may originally have had 29 stones. These number of stones may relate to the
observation (literal and symbolic) of the lunar month, as the time taken from one new or full
moon to the next is precisely 29%: days.

To the west of this complex, are a pair of outlying menhirs called The Pipers. There is
some doubt as to whether these are original or not, because of their squarish shape, though
Terence Mcaden claimed he had worked out solstical sunrise and sunset alignments for them
[see MM35 p.17]. Recently, it has been suggested (by archaeologist Peter Herring MM42 p.3)
that there may originally have been a fourth circle, lying directly NE of the 3 existing ones on
the same axis at approx. SX2587 7160, but much smaller than the other 3, being only about
65ft(20m) in diameter, as against 113ft(34%m) for the N circle, 136ft(42m) for the C circle &
106ft(33m) for the S circle. There are the remains of about half a dozen stones on the ground
that, given their position and shape, could have originally formed a stone circle or cairn circle.
The distance between the northernmost Hurlers and this circle is about a stone circle's width,
giving rise to the speculation that there may even have been a 5th circle between them.

12



MEYN MAMVRO | 66 | Summer 2008 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive



