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Cornwall’s archaeology and its paganism has recently been on national TV
with two very different programmes, both of which were on Channel 4. Archaeology
was featured in a Time Team programme shown on the 8th April which visited
Roughtor on Bodmin Moor to investigate a possible Neolilithic ‘bank cairn’ and Bronze
Age houses. A full report on the programme will appear in the next MM. And earlier, in
March Channel 4’s occult strand did a documentary entitled “Sex, Magic and Murder”
which was an investigation into the murder of black magic follower Peter Solheim in
2006 [see MM61 p.5]. The programme interviewed a number of people, including
researcher Ronald Hutton and local pagans Ann Brynn-Evans and Cassandra Latham,
and was very fair in making the point that, although Solheim knew some pagans in
Cornwall, his activities put him far beyond the pale of the pagan community here. The
programme also emphasised that paganism is a peaceful and nature loving faith, far
removed from the darker occult world that Peter Solheim inhabited.

The question of whether publicity can be beneficial or not has also been
exercising the minds of CASPN’s Committee. A recent spate of strange extremist-
Christian vandalism has been happening at some of the ancient sites, such as Boscawen-
in, the Merry Maidens, the Pipers, Sancreed well, the Nine Maidens, Mén-an-Tol and
Mén Scryfa, whereby wooden stakes inscribed with Christian dogma and references
have been hammered into the ground next to some of the stones. This of course is not
only illegal but potentially damaging to the archaeology of the site. At the time of going
to press, all stakes have now been removed, but it is worrying to say the least, and unless
the perpetrators are caught red-handed, difficult to know what to do about it.

CASPN (Cornish Ancient Sites Protection Network)
Address: Whitewaves, Boscaswell Village, Pendeen, Penzance TR19 7EP
Web site: www.cornishancientsites.com E-mail: secretary@cornishancientsites.com
F.O0.C.A.S (Friends of Cornwall’s Ancient Sites) scheme:
write to - 24 Queen St, St.Just, Penzance TR19 7JW
or visit CASPN web site for downloadable application form
Adopt-a-Site scheme: contact - Craig Harris 01736-786777
or e-mail: craigharrislst@yahoo.co.uk
Sites Clear-Ups scheme: contact - Dave Munday 01736-787230
or e-mail: dave@cornishancientsites.com
To report damage at sites: 01736-787186 or 01736-787522
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The Autumn 2006 season of talks at the Acorn in Penzance commenced on
September 21st with a return visit by artist, author and researcher Jill Smith who this
time talked about “Journeying into the Land” and “The Lunar Standstill 2006”. Jill
spoke eloquently as always about her relationship with the land and sacred sites, and in
particular about the Isle of Lewis where she lived for many years and where she hopes to
return soon. She gave the audience an account of the lunar standstill at Callanish stone
circle, and of the three visits she made there in 2006 to see the phenomenum. Both the
June and the July full moons had been visible rising above the shape of the Sleeping
Lady mountain in the landscape, but the feeling and experience of them was different on
each occasion. It was good to have a first-hand account of such an important event.

October 19th brought a return visit by CEMG favourite Craig Weatherhill
who gave a talk on “Folklore of the Stones”. Craig spoke of how the legends of giants
became attached to hill forts, and how this may be a memory by the Celtic and later
peoples of the earlier rites and rituals of their ancestors. He mentioned specific
instances, such as Jack the Tinkard, who may be a version of Lugh, the Sun God, who
was thought to be responsible for starting Morvah Fair at Lammastime; the legend of the
hare in Boleigh Fogou “a representation of the womb of the Earth Mother” which may
be the memory of a ritual involving the fertility of the Earth Mother; and the story of
Harry the Hermit who was probably a Cornish witch. As always with Craig, there was
much to stimulate the imagination and give food for thought.

The November 23rd talk was by dowser Alan Neil who talked about “Dowsing
Ancient Sites”. Alan is a well-known teacher of dowsing in Cornwall, and he covered
the whole spectrum of dowsing, including the ability of dowsers to tap into water,
geopathic stress and locations of sites now destroyed. He spoke about four specific
instances where his dowsing had produced positive results: All Saint’s Church at
Marazion; Pengersick Castle (where he had found Bronze Age hut circles, which were
later excavated by arachaeologists); a former priory at Launceston, which he found by
map doswing; and a missing stone row at Lakehead Hill on Dartmoor. This well-
attended and lively talk stimulated a lot of discussion afterwards, and rounded off a good
season of talks at the Acorn.

Finally, to finish the year there was the annual winter solstice Sunset at Chiin
Quoit on Dec 23rd. This year it had been clear and sunny for several days before the
23rd, and hopes were high that we might at last see the sunset alignment into the notch
at Carn Kenidjack. However, true to form, the 23rd itself was grey and overcast! But a
dozen people did turn up, and more joined them back at Age Concern in St.Just for food
and drink and a good session of Yule Storytelling with some excellent stories.
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DOWSING NEWS

Tamar Dowsers had a number of talks over the winter/spring, including
Hamish Miller “In Search of the Southern Serpent” in Dec 2006, and Cheryl Straffon on
“Earth Mysteries of Cornwall” in Jan 2007. In April they visited the Staughterbridge
archaelogical dig near Camelford, and a full programme of events is planned for the rest
0f2007. See Noticeboard (back page) or visit their website at www.tamar-dowsers.co.uk.

Celtic Dowsers are also planning some days. Full details from Aaron on
01726-71903 (not after 9pm) or e-mail celticdowser@yahoo.co.uk. Celtic Dowser
member Larry Goldsworthy has been researching the foundations of stone circles on
Bodmin Moor and West Penwith, and has found a consistent pattern of them being laid
with smallish quartz stones. This is potentially a most interesting finding, as one of the
few stone circles to have been excavated, the central Hurlers circle, was indeed found to
have a layer of small quartz stones covering its base.

West Cornwall Dowsers have had some exciting site visits. In Nov 2006 they
went to the Nine Maidens Stone Row and St Dennis Church. They looked to see if they
could find traces of a lost row parallel to the existing Nine Maidens near St Columb
Major, and found a second row of possible stone sockets in the field. They also
suggested that perhaps the Magi stone was all that remained of another row with both
pointing to a lost feature on the top of the hill. At St Dennis Church they found that the
churchyard wall was the massive remnant of the inner rampart of the original Iron Age
fort there, within which the church was built. In Dec 2006 they went to Carn Brea near
Redruth. This was the coldest day out yet and some of the dowsers got blown over and
left early! However some major energy lines were found and the group decided that the
well below the castle did not have any of the expected characteristics of a holy well.

In Jan 2007 they visited Piskey Hall Fogou and Merthen Enclosures near
Helford. At the fogou they dowsed the outline of a large barrow over-lapping into the
next field to the south and it seemed that the fogou had been set down into its ditch on
its northern side with the curve of the passage following the barrow circumference. They
also agreed that its entrance came out in the southern field as was shown in Henderson's
1914 plan. When they visited the rectangular ‘Roman’ Merthen enclosures they decided
that they had been built by local Celtic peoples, not the Romans. One very strange
finding was that two enclosures were completely separated by a ditch between them.

Finally, in Feb 2007 they visited Godolphin Hill, as a follow up to the CEMG
visit in 2006. One small group found a row of stones at about 30m spacings leading
from the south side of the hill to a pillow mound near the top. The rocky outcrop on the
north-west side of the hill was found to be an important centre with alignments to
nearby sites and was a place where disputes were settled. The locations of several stone
rows radiating from the top of the hill to the NE side were found, ‘some of which had
blocking stones at the bottom of the hill. '

A full report on the significance of some of these findings will be in MM64.
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C.A.S.P.N NEWS ROUND-UP

Cornish Ancient Sites Protection Network

NEW WEB SITE LAUNCHED WITH DOWNLOADABLE LEAFLETS

CASPN has launched its improved web site www.cornishancientsites.com
which has a host of exciting new features. They are now separate pages with information
about the FOCAS (Friends of Cornwall’s Ancient Sites) scheme, dates of the monthly
site clear-ups for the year and Links to other relevant sites. The potentially most useful
new feature however is a comprehensive Guide to the ancient sites in West Penwith.
There are two parts to this: one has 10 maps of West Penwith, each one locating all the
ancient sites in 10 different classes of monuments: Stone Circles, Standing Stones,
Holed Stones, Cromlech/Dolmens/Quoits, Entrance Graves/Chambered Tombs, Hill
Forts/Enclosures, Cliff Castles, Courtyard House Settlements, Fogous, and Holy Wells.
The other consists of 12 downloadable leaflets, each comprising two pages, the first of
which features a major site in the area, and the second other interesting sites in that
locality. The idea is that anyone wanting to visit an ancient site can simply download the
two pages, and it will give them location, access, description of the site (with colour
pictures and site layouts), folkore & legend, and purpose & meaning of the site. The
sites featured cover most of West Penwith: Merry Maidens circle (+ Pipers & Gin Rith
standing stones & Tregiffian entrance grave), Mén-an-Tol (+ Mén Scryfa & Nine
Maidens circle), Lanyon Quoit (+ West Lanyon Quoit & Bosiliack Barrow),
Boscawen-{in circle (+ standing stones), Tregeseal circle (+ barrows & holed stones),
Carn Euny settlement & fogou, Chapel Carn Brea (+ coastal barrows), Sancreed well
(+ church, Beacon & Brane Barrow), Madron Well & Baptistry, Chiin Quoit & Castle,
Chysauster settlement (+ Mulfra Quoit & Treen Common circle) and Zennor Quoit
(+ mermaid carving & Trendrine Hill barrows). Visit the web site to see what’s on offer!

ADOPT-A-SITE ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING SCHEME

The Adopt-a-Site archaeological monitoring scheme goes from strength to
strength. There are now nearly 30 volunteers covering over 100 ancient sites: the eyes
and ears for the protection of these precious places. The volunteers regularly complete
assessment sheets, reporting information on vegetation, burrowing animals, livestock,
burning, water action, ploughing, vehicles, erosion, collapse, unathorized building,
vandalism, debris and any other signs of disturbance or activity. The information is then
fed back to the CASPN team and entered on a comprehensive database, which gives an
up-to-date and accurate snapshot of the state of the site. The Scheme has already proved
its worth, as Site Monitors have recently spotted a spate of disturbance at a number of
sites, with inscribed wooden stakes being inserted in the ground next to some of the
stones, which have now been removed.

FOCAS WEEKEND - PATHWAYS TO THE PAST
A free weekend of walks and talks for FOCAS members will be happening on
the weekend of May 26th-27th. For further details see back page of this MM, & p.1 for
contact details for any of the CASPN/FOCAS activities.
4
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Our Yule celebration took place in Sancreed village hall bedecked with lights
and greenery. The Holly King led us in placing gifts into the cauldron before taking us
into the complete darkness and silence of his reign’s zenith. So that the wheel may turn
onward the Oak King emerged to do battle with the Holly King and his triumph brought
light, warmth and life back to the hall. This was affirmed with a spiral dance and chant
followed up with story telling by Cassandra. The Oak King then invited each of us to
take a gift from the cauldron before he lit our wish candles from the central flame.
Some ritual goers stayed on late into the night for a very enjoyable party of feasting and
dancing to music from DJ Jane!

By Gemma Gary

We returned to Sancreed for Imbolc gathering around a pretty altar of white
flowers and greenery in the conservatory of Sancreed House. The space was sanctified
with three sacred circles of Bride, A poem was read for her gift of poetry, A circle of
candles was lit for the fire of smithcraft’s forge and the circle was smudged for healing.
Bride appeared within the circle to usher in the spring by placing a wreath of candles
and flowers in the centre of our altar and gave each of us a white stone into which we
put thoughts of the healing we need. We then made our traditional walk to the well
where we again met Bride and her helper to have our stones of healing blessed by the
waters of the well.

The moot gathered at Botallack in the beautiful grounds of moot member Adrian
Smith’s home to celebrate the Spring Equinex. Despite the high winds the ritual was
enjoyed by a good turn out of attendees. We had a moment of purification to the sound
of a singing bowl as we brushed the dross of the dark half of the year off from ourselves
which was then swept out of the circle. We then sought the balance of the equinox and
made our journey into the light half of the year by walking the maze before going off
into the gardens to find a flower to meditate upon the heart of the Spring. A drumbeat
summoned us back to the circle where we each planted a seed-wish blessed with the gifts
of the elements before going off again into the gardens to hunt for chocolate eggs and
bunnies! Then followed a blessing of flowers delivered by Adrian.

Everyone is welcome to the ritual celebrations, Moot meetings and outings for
ancient sacred site clearances. Visit the moot’s website for more information:

www.penwithpaganmoot.co.uk or call Sarah: 01736 787522.

5
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REPAIR WORK AT TRIPPETS STONE CIRCLE

The Trippets Stone Circle on Bodmin Moor (photo on p.12) has suffered much
decay and erosion in its 4000 year old history. Of a probable original 26 stones, only 12
remain and these have been subject to cattle rubbing, poor drainage and soil erosion.
Some of the stones have fallen and others are leaning. Now however, thanks to some
funding from Engliah Heritage and the Heritage Lottery Fund, work has been under way
to repair and restore the circle. The holes around the stones, which accumulate a lot of
surface water, have been filled in, and one of the fallen stones re-erected. The work was
undertaken by the Heritage Environment Service, North Cornwall District Council
Countryside Service and Tavistock Conservation Volunteers, and was completed last
year.

GOLDEN ROMAN CHILD’S RING FOUND IN
NORTH CORNWALL

Metal detectorist Jonathan Clemes from St.Austell, whose previous finds have
included a hoard of 1000 Roman coins from Lerryn [see MM43 p.3], a Viking silver
coin from near St.Austell [see MM46 p.3], a Bronze-Age arrow head from St.Austell &
a solid bronze Celtic brooch from near the Fal estuary [see MM50 p.10], and part of a
Roman brooch and a Roman gold coin from near St.Austell [see MM53 p.6], has now
found a Roman gold child’s ring from just below the surface of a ploughed field at a
secret location in north Cornwall. The ring is believed to date from the first century CE
and has a distinctive palm branch motif, thought to represent victory or good luck. Anna
Tyacke, Finds Liaison Officer at the Royal Cornwall Museum said: “It’s a very
important find and we are very excited about it. It is just big enough to fit a boy or girl
aged five to eight, and probably comes from a child’s burial. It was found near to a
known first-century site. It is very emotive - a direct link between ourselves and the
past”. The ring has been taken to the British Museum for further investigation, and it is
hoped that it will eventually be returned to the Royal Cornwall Museum.

ROCKY VALLEY SITE BOUGHT BY
DANDELION TRUST

The Rocky Valley site near to Boscastle in North Cornwall, that includes the
ruined Mill and the world-famous labyrinth carvings, was recently sold, as reported in
the previous issue of MM. Now we have learnt the identity of the buyer: it is the
Dandelion Trust, who specialise in buying up places that are under threat, and own
several other sites in the West Country and Cornwall. The Trust told MM that they have
no plans to develop it at all, but are open to any suggestions for looking after and
preserving the labyrinth carvings, which are in a vulnerable state and were vandalised in
2006 [see MM59 p.5]. They have agreed to work with CASPN to erect a discreet notice
explaining the historical value of the site and giving phone nos. to report any vandalism.
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ST.SENARA’S WELL REDISCOVERED

One of the projects MM has long wanted to do is to
reclaim and restore some of the important Holy Wells in
Cornwall, particularly in West Penwith. In 2006 a small group of By
FOCAS members visited the lost site of Fenton Bebibell (Well of /
the Little People) on Nine Maidens Downs on Good Friday, ) A lji
cleared the encroaching vegetation and uncovered the well [see 7 Wl
MM61 p.3]. The old tradition of visting the well on Good Friday
to baptise dolls has been revived, and once again this year a small
group of FOCAS members went back to the site on that day.

L
e

This year, the project was to re-discover and restore the
holy well of St.Senara at Zennor. This is a particularly important
well that has been lost, and not even the local people who live in
Zennor seem to know of its existence. St.Senara is of course the
matron saint of Zennor Church, but her name derives from the
legend of Asenora, a pagan ‘princess’ of Britanny, who was cast
adrift on the sea in a barrel when pregnant and eventually washed
up on the coast of Ireland. From here she returned to Brittany via
Cornwall, where she founded the small granite church at Zennor. 1
(CS) have argued [in The Earth Goddess) that the legend of the
Mermaid of Zennor is also based on her, and that the mermaid is
an even more ancient manifestation of a sea-goddess, who in turn
was Christianised into St.Senara. Mermaid, saint and sea-creature
seem inexiricably intertwined and may all be aspects of an
other-world, sea Goddess shape-shifter from prehistoric times.

St.Senara in the window
of Zennor church

Although St.Senara and her church are well-known, her well is not.
Interestingly, it lies some distance from the church, beside a footpath that leads from the
north coast road that by-passes Zennor itself on its way to St.Ives. Just past the eastern
turning into the village as the road begins to climb towards Eagles Nest, there is a
footpath on the opposite side of the road that leads to Foage Farm, with a branch to
Zennor Carn. About 300 yds along this footpath at approx. SW4595 3822 to the south of
the path there is a spring that rises in a thicket and overflows into a boggy pool. This is
the location of St.Senara’s Well. It was rediscovered by Craig Weatherhill in the early
1980s, and recorded by him as Venton Zennor in MM4 p.14 with a small photograph
and the following description: “Massive block of 3
granite, trigged up at the corners.on small stones,
over spring and surrounded by a small pool that
overflows to the SW”. In March this year the
FOCAS Clear-Up Group spent an afternoon clearing \.\
the site and restoring access to the well. St.Senara il L. ‘}‘spulh to
now has her well back once again! St.Just s"sen;:r, RoageFare

¥

to St.dves
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REMOTE & ANCIENT PLACES IN WEST PENWITH

Theﬁ};‘st in a new series by Raymond Cox
1: Strange Trevear

This description was given by Mary Hocking in her lovely book of local history
Safari West. (St. Buryan, 1996): “You travel through a strange barren track that is the
valley of Trevear. Here is a spot one feels could be from another country - Spain .or
maybe South America, even a cactus plant would not be amiss. Your imagination can
run wild in such a spot as this".

At SW3785 2620 on the minor road between Sennen and St Buryan is an
idyllic grassy border, a fine place to park.for a while if you're in a car, and ta soak up an
atmosphere which seems all the more penetrating for being in an area with hardly any
ancient sites - stones of former ages, that is. The shallow and wide Trevear valley is
extraordinarily quiet and oddly detached within the general landscape of the peninsula,
neither moorland nor deep lush valley, nor inhabited except for a house and four farms
at distant points around the edges of the area which keep their distance both from
themselves.and from the valley. There is some scrubland,.grassland and cultivated fields
when one can see them through the bushes along the valley road, crossed by a gentle
stream. Untypical also is the lack of granite hedges, but the area is on the fringe of
Sennen's 'prairie' country and its very slightly undulating aspect gives it a prospect of
distance. If one travels from the direction of Sennen this feeling and its remote ambience
comes suddenly after passing Trevear Farm and going down the hill and round the sharp
bend to the right.

Curiously the two old monuments it did have are no longer in situ - as if this
area was not for them. The Trevear standing stone was originally at 3685 2603. It now
lies in the hedge at the border of the field. And the wayside cross which formerly stood
by the ford crossing the stream is now probably the one in Sennen churchyard. lan
Cooke in his series of books on the churchway paths recounts the story of its removal in
about 1878 by the vicar of Sennen to 'a place of safety’. (Crosses and Churchway Paths
in the Land's End Peninsula, West Conwall - Volume 2, Sennen and St Leven). Blight
thought that the cross had been used as a footbridge over the stream, which was on the
packhorse road from Sennen to Penzance. Go though a few yards back along the road
from the grassy area, in the direction of Sennen to 3770 2631 and you will stand on one
of the two alignments crossing the region. One crosses through a menhir at Sennen
(3546 2557), then the former postion of the Trevear menhir, then a missing stone which
was at 4031 2719, then a stone at Boscawenoon (4174 2770) and on to the Drift menhirs
(4372 2830). Walk the other way across the stream towards Alsia to 3815 2585 and you
will stand upon another alignment crossing from the menhir at Sennen, through the
menhir at Trevorgans (4047 2614), on to missing stones from 4152 2626/ 4169 2625,
and on to a menhir at Redhouse (4480 2663). (Both these alignments from John
Michell's research in his book The Old Stones of Land's End).. So, after all, Trevear is
not entirely devoid of a subtle and ancient aura.

8
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Again, after
crossing the stream
one will soon see a
track heading off to
the right. (Part of this
track actually follows
the alignment). It
leads to  Penrose
Manor, the location,
it is thought, of the
Sennen  priory or
monastery in Saxon
times.

But it is the mysterious odd tales of ghostly experiences down through the
centuries to the present day which the place holds for the imagination, a place of
exciting family stories - and of smugglers and of pirates. William Bottrell (Traditions
and Hearthside Stories of West Cornwall Vol 2, 1873) wrote of it thus: “What remains
of the old mansion of Penrose stands on a low and lonely site at the head of a narrow
valley through which a millbrook winds, with many abrupt turns, for about three miles
thence to Penberth Cove. So late as forty years ago, it was one of those antique,
mysterious looking buildings, which most persons regard with a degree of interest that
no modern structure inspires; the upper story only - with its mullioned windows, pointed
gables, and massive chimney-stacks - was just seen over the ivy-covered walls of courts
and gardens that surrounded it. There was however a certain gloomy air about the
ruinous walls and neglected gardens embowered in aged trees, which might have
conduced to such unaccountable stories of apparitions and other unnatural occurrences
as were said to have taken place there”. Bottrell then tells a strange rambling story of
drownings, smuggling, strange lights seen above the House, unquiet spirits,
spell-casting, divination, ghost ships, apparitions, prophetic dreams and corpse-lights.
Furthermore the farmhouse itself lies on an alignment (reported in MM10) which runs
from King Arthur’s Table (3559 2540), the G Rith menhir (4294 2448), the site of the
circle at Boleigh (4314 2444) and beyond.

The imagination can indeed be activated in Strange Trevear.

Sennen Cove ﬁ 0 Penzance
mN
Trevear
N
R
A - ¥ f
~ < \‘
.
\ G ‘\ to Alsia &
.~ Semnen/ 1o Lands” < % St.Buryan
menhir g End S 1o St. Levan Penrose @
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SIGHTLINES TO THE TORS AND STARS

Part I - Stone Circles and the Pole Star
by Reger Farnworth

For years I have considered the mystery of stone circles and thought that I
might understand their purpose and the reasons for their location if I could explain why
three stone circles existed at the Hurlers on Bodmin Moor and why one was not enough.

Visiting on a clear night and
standing in a circle, T noticed that the
pole star was above the peak of Stowe’s
Pound. 1 stayed for three hours
observing, as the whole cosmos moved
as it circled the pole star. It appeared
that all the stars were revolving not
only around the pole star, but above the
peak of Stowe’s Pound. I realised how
impressive this would have been to Late
Neolithic and Early Bronze Age people.
It would have given them the sense that
their microcosm was significant and
valuable in the scheme of things, and
that their little world was related to the
greater whole. 1 felt that this was a
spiritual quest that most of us share.

The Hurlers looking towards Stowe’s Pound

But why were there three circles? Why was there also a much older horse-shoe
shaped enclosure on the top of Stowe’s Pound? I believe the earliest enclosure is the
first attempt at viewing the Pole Star phenomenon by standing in front of the
Cheesewring. An observer would then face north, but because the peak is very near and
the Cheesewring very broad, the alignment with the pole star would be lost if they took
one pace either side. So a more accurate observation point was constructed. This was the
first stone circle [SX2580 7132], situated behind the Cheesewring, but one kilometer
distant. You can see the peak of the hill just rising above the centre of the Cheesewring.

Now, the reason why there are three circles is that the pole star looks constant,
just as our present pole star, Polaris, looks constant. However, if you align two objects,
such as the centre of a circle and a peak with the pole star, it will be seen to move in a
small circle each night, like the circular motion of all stars. This is because the
north-south axis of the earth moves in a circle every 27,000 years. In turn it points to
several stars. In 2780 BCE it pointed to Thubon. Before that date, Thubon circled
around. The first stone circle thus became inaccurate as the pole star circles grew
smaller, so about a century later a new circle was built.
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This second stone circle [SX2582 7139] would have {Stowe's
overlapped the first, so the second stone circle was advanced 'rh?“"m«l"d
northward to avoid overlap. Eventually round about 2700 Cheesewring
BCE, when the axis of the earth pointed exactly towards "\
Thubon, the third circle [SX2584 7146] was built due south W
of the peak to align with the pole star Thubon, which was -
then exactly due north of the peak. It also was advanced to Rillaton
avoid overlap. Later it would have appeared that the line of Banow
centres of these stone circles was divinely ordained. So when
Rillaton Barrow [SX2603 7191] was built (and the gold cup The Hurlers
buried with the chieftan’s bones) it was aligned with the °°
circle centres. ) c

I then wondered if other circles bore the same relation to northern tors.
Craddock Moor circle [SX2486 7183] is south of the giant Cheesewring on Kilmar Tor,
perhaps the most impressive natural feature on the moor. Leskernick Circles [SX1859
7970 & SX 1881 7961] are south of Bray Down, whose smooth peak is pointed by a
great cairn to the north. Fernacre Circle [SX1448 7998] and the Stripple Stones Henge
Circle [SX1437 7521] are due south of Rough Tor peak. Two circles are south of
Louden Tor [SX1320 7949] and Stannon Circle [SX1257 8010] may have had a peak
cairn to its north, now destroyed by clay mining. [See centre pages for colour photos of
many of these circles].

So what could be the interpretation of facing north? In every direction except
one you will see at night stars rising from the horizon and disappearing below it. Only if
you face due north exactly, will you see stars skimming the horizon. If there is a
northern tor, stars will be seen to move into the side of the tor, and emerge from its
eastern side. Many cultures, especially Native American ones, have believed that when a
body dies, the person becomes a star. Is it not probable that during funerary rites it was
belived that the spirit of the dead emerged from the side of the sacred tor as a star, to
eternally take part in the nightly parade of the stars around the pole star? This circling
of ancestors around one star, their original progenitor, was reflected in the rings of stone
circles, which are thus megalithic metaphors.

The sacredness of northern tors was affirmed by the construction of stone
viewframes. These windows on the sacred are to be found all over the moor. They often
honour and respect Rough Tor, as I shall explain in my next article.

Part 2 of this article - Windows to the Tors, will appear in the next issue of MM.
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CORNWALL’S COLOURFUL SITES

The colour section this time features BODMIN MOOR STONE CIRCLES

[left] Trippet Stones
looking towards
Hawk's Tor

[right] Stripple
Stones with
Hawk's Tor on
the horizon

[left] Stannon Stone
Circle in wintertime

[below left] Stannon Circle
aligned to Rough Tor

[below right] Fernacre Circle
aligned to Rough Tor
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P of [left] The low-lying
: Leaze Circle

[right] King Arthur's Downs
circles north of Leaze

[below left] The remote Nine
Stones circle near Altarnun

[below right] Goodaver circle
silhouetted on the horizon

The Hurlers stone circles
looking towards Stowe's
Pound & the Cheesewring
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