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Meyn Mamvro

EARTH ENERGIES * ANCIENT STONES * SACRED SITES * PAGANISM * LEYPATHS
CORNISH PRE-HISTORY & CULTURE * MEGALITHIC MYSTERIES * LEGENDS & FOLKLORE

The summer of 2001 will be remembered as a summer of two halves. The
difficulties and tragedies of the Foot and Mouth crisis dominated the news and touched
the lives of us all in the Spring and early Summer. There was a lot of sympathy for the
farmers in Cornwall, but also a sense of frustration at not being able to walk the paths
and get to the sites. However, when they were eventually opened stage by stage there
was a wonderful sense of freshness in being able to visit the sites, which seem to have
benefitted from being left in peace for a few months. On the first day the paths were
opened some of us walked down to Boscawen-iin circle and were greeted by a beautiful
pristine vista of a great swathe of bluebells and buttercups leading down to the circle.
The cutting back of the gorse inside the circle earlier in the year by the Pagan Moot had
also allowed the bluebells to come through for the first time in many years, presenting a
lovely sight. However, it wasn’t long before thoughtless people began to mistreat some
of the places. A great fire pit appeared in the middle of Tregeseal Circle, and another
two smaller but equally ugly ones at the Mén-an-Tol. What does it take for people to
realise that lighting of fires at ancient sites is simply not acceptable?

Organisations like ASLaN, the local Sacred Sites Group and the Pagan Moots
keep plugging away at this, and hopefully some people do listen. The West Penwith
Pagan Moot seems to have gained a new lease of life this year, and the second half of the
Summer was marked by a great surge of activity and energy. The Moot organised a
candlelit vigil in Penzance in June to mark the 50th anniversary of the repeal of the
Witcheraft Act, and about 75 people of pagan and other persuasions turned up to
remember all victims of religious persecution. The event was very inclusive and received
favourable coverage in the local press. The Moot also organised a very successful
Summer Solstice ritual at Sancreed House which attracted over 50 locals and visitors.
The Summer celebrations in Penzance with the Golowan Festival and in particular
Mazey Day seem to grow stronger and stronger every year. This year was rewarded with
some glorious weather, and the Serpent Dance with the Golwan Band and the presence
of Penglaze, teazed as always by Cassandra Latham, was a powerful reminder of its
pagan origins. The whole event finished on the Saturday evening with a dramatic
torchlight procession through the streets accompanied by the final appearance of the day
for Penglaze, the whole lighted procession illuminated by the appearance of the first
sliver of the new moon above. Sheer magic!
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The 11th annual series of talks at the Acorn finished on April 26th with a
presentation by Serena Roney-Dougal on “The Celtic Lunar Calendar”. This was a
return visit by Serena, who had given a very stimulating talk a few years ago on Where
Science and Magic Meet. This time she talked about the different seasonal rhythms of
the sun, moon and earth observed by the Celtic peoples and how we can today still
follow such a calendar in our lives and ceremonial practices. The talk provoked a great
deal of interest and discussion, both on the evening and later, and encouraged a number
of people to take a closer look at the whole Wheel of the Year and the timing of the
festivals. There was a beautiful synchronisty, as after the talk the new moon ‘in the arms
of the old’ could be seen clearly and dramatically in the night sky.

A few days later on May Day Eve there was the annual Maypole Dance on Carn
Bosavern. A good turn out of about 50-60 people and a clear bright sunny evening
ensured that this 13th year of the Dance was a success, despite the Foot & Mouth crisis.
This would normally be followed on the first Sunday of May by the Three Wells Walk,
but this year it had to be posponed because of the footpath closures brought about by the
Foot and Mouth crisis. It was, as ever, a lovely sunny day, so in the late afternoon a few
people did go down to Madron Well to collect water so as at least to maintain the
continuity of the tradition. Fortunately, by the last Sunday in May the footpaths were
newly open again, so to celebrate this, the Walk was re-scheduled to that day. Probably
because of this fewer people came than usual. but those who did were rewarded with
hedgerows stunningly abundant with a prolific colour palate of wild flowers in beautiful
combinations of blue, purple, pink, yellow and white. A truly memorable day.

July 5th saw an extra event at Harmony Pottery as a prelude to the Scillies
Weekend. Geraldine & Paddy organised an evening of slides of their visit to Nor-Nour
together with some poetry of their impressions and experiences and some clarinet music
from Paddy. Sarah Vivian also brought some of her slides, and those who came added
their own knowledge and contributions about the Scillies. Finally, the evening was
rounded off with a full moon ritual which all enjoyed.

All this led very nicely into the Earth Mysteries visit to the Isles of Scillies. A
dozen adults and 2 small children came together by ferry, helicopter and Skybus to stay
on St.Marys and meet up for a wonderful weekend. On the Saturday there was a walk
right around the island, visiting the ancient sites, and on the Sunday the highlight of a
specially chartered boat to the hut circle and shrine settlement on the now-uninhabited
island of Nor-Nour. Finally on the Monday some of the Group went to Gugh for the day
and made some startling discoveries. Full details in this MM centre-page supplement.
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SACRED SITES NEWS....SACRED SITES NEWS.....
WEST PENWITH SITES GET SOME ACTION

There is some good news about sites in West Penwith that have been giving cause
for concern recently, as reported in previous issues of MM. Firstly, the Mén-an-Tol &
Lanyon Quoit have at last been cleaned up properly from the fire attack of November
1999. A grant was obtained from English Heritage and other funding bodies and a local
team of restorers cleared off the gunge at a cost of £2500. Secondly, a Management
Agreement has been drawn up so that a local farmer Clive Williams is now going to
undertake regular on-going maintenance of the gorse and bracken at Tregeseal Stone
Circle. Thirdly, Madron Old Cornwall Society has taken an interest in Madron
Baptistry/Well, and have investigated the possibility of grants to maintain the path and
approach to the site, and have re-instated a rough map near the well that shows the
different locations of the Baptistry and the original holy weli. The water seems to be
flowing better into the Baptistry well, and Andy Norfolk has been talking to an elderly
local resident who has knowledge of the channels of water flow. The knocking-down of
some of the masonary near the well recess, and the volume of inappropriate clouties in
the trees nearby continue to be a problem, but the local Sacred Sites Network Committee
together with the Pagan Moot intend to continue keeping a close eye on this site.
Fourthly, Sancreed Well has at last had an alternative signposted route created down to
the well from the road at the top [see MM44 for map], though it has been done not by
Penwith Council but by the Hoskins themselves, and there is some concern about the
barbed wire fence that runs alongside the pathway. Finally, the National Trust has

" recently done some sympathetic repair work at St.Helen’s Chapel near Cape Cornwall.
As an appendage, it is also good to see that at Bodrifty Farm, on whose land stands a
courtyard house settlement, the owners have built a replica Iron Age hut which they
intend to make available for those who are interested in seeing the site reconstructed.

COIN HUNTERS TREASURE VALUABLE FIND

The hoard of more than 1000 Roman coins from the 3rd Century CE [reported in
MMA43 p.3] discovered by metal detector hunters Trevor Bird & Jonathan Clemes at
Ethy Creek near Lerryn have been declared treasure trove by a Bodmin Inquest. All but
68 of the bronze coins were found inside an earthernware storage jar in the river bank
on land owned by the National Trust. The Trust will now keep half of the value of the
coins, thought to be worth several thousand pounds, and give half to the finders. A
British Museum report has dated the coins to the period 249-274 CE.

Meanwhile Jonathan Clemes has also recently found a silver Viking coin from
high grazing land in the St.Austell area. It is believed to date back 1200 years to the
days when Scandinavian marauders pillaged Cornwall. Originally the Vikings joined
forces with the Cornish to fight the advance of the Anglo-Saxons, but later they attacked
a monastry at Padstow in 981 and wreaked havoc across Cornwall in 997. Decorator Mr
Clemes specialises in studying maps of ancient routes across Cornwall and then
following them across the countryside in search of coins that may have been lost or
stashed away at the time, a hobby that has netted him good returns.
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LIGHT AND SOUND AT THE MERRY MAIDENS

Strange light and sound phenomena that occured on two separate occasions at the
Merry Maidens stone circle have been reported to MM. Firstly, in the Autumn of 2000,
photographer Serena Wadham observed an anomalous light and shadow occurence that
she cannot explain. The sun was low in the sky before setting and the stones in the circle
were casting shadows towards the north. However, as she looked at two stones in the
south-west quadrant of the circle, Serena noticed that their shadows were inexplicably
pointing in different directions. She had her camera with her and took a photo, which is
reproduced above. There seems to be no obvious explanation for this: the stones were
next to each other on the same slope of ground, so their shadows should have been

pointing in the same direction. If any reader has an explanation for this mystery MM
would like to hear from you!

The second experience occured about 6-7 years ago around July 10th, and was
reported by MM reader and contributor Rod Blunsdon. He was at the circle with a friend
at midnight on a starlight night with no moon. Between them they had 3 cameras: on
one camera he had taken 3 photographs with inbuilt flash on the way to the circle and it
had worked perfectly. Outside the circle itself, the flash also worked OK, but
subsequently it was revealed that no photographs taken there came out. However, it was
inside the circle that strange things really started to happen. No flashes on any of the
cameras would work, and subsequently when the films were developed, there were no
pictures except on one of them, which, despite the lack of flash, showed pictures of Rod
illuminated from the feet up with a brilliant white light. Also in the photograph were
revealed anomalous balls of light floating around in front of the stones. Rod has these
photographs still in his possession. At the time neither of them were aware of these
lights, but Rod says that he did become aware of strange voices, speaking words in a
language he did not understand, together with humming and singing. There was no-one
else there at all, and he remembers getting quite freaked by it all, and they both left the
site rapidly. A most strange experience that shows this site is very mysterious indeed.
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THE TRURO BLACK MADONNA
by GERALDINE ANDREW

I was very interested to
read issue no.44 of MM relating
to Cheryl’s discoveries in the
area around St.Agnes. This is
the parish where I live, and she
spoke of the find three years ago
of a carving in driftwood of the
Virgin Mary or maybe of
St.Agnes herselfl This has
prompted me to share my own
recent discovery of “Our Lady”
in Truro Cathedral. I first saw
her last summer and was
delighted to light a candle to
honour her presence. Just before
the Winter Solstice I decided to
find out more about this
enigmatic figure. 1 visited the
Cathedral office where I was told
that since her creation in 1976
she had not been placed in her
rightful ~ position in  the
Cathedral. So why, I asked, had
she been hidden away?

Thus I learned of her past, but to relate this I must return to another famous Black
Madonna, “Our Lady of Willesden”. In fact there are two Madonnas at Willesden, one
in the 11th century original Anglican shrine and the other in the modern Catholic
Church. The statue in the Catholic Church is carved from dark oak and was made
around the turn of the 20th century. She is nut brown as is her child and they stand
against a background of a rainbow sky, clouds and angels. She was “crowned” in 1954
by Cardinal Griffin in Wembley Stadium before thousands of worshippers. Our Lady is
carried in procession on the second Sunday in May. On the second Sunday in October
there is a torchlight procession. The second Madonna is to be seen in the original
Anglican Church, an ancient setting surrounded by an orchard. She is to be found in a
light-filled chapel and she is carved out of ebony with a strong, serene face, and her
child standing upright on her lap. She is beautiful, very powerful looking and yet
benign. She was carved by a woman named Katherine Stern and placed in the church 25
years ago. There are special prayers on Saturday evenings and the annual pilgrimage is
on July 24th.
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This brings me a little closer to the Black Madonna in Truro. In 1977, on the 13th
August, The Guild of Our Lady of Walsingham held an annual festival day at St.Day at
which Bishop Graham Leonard made an appeal for donations to provide a statue of Our
Lady for the Cathedral in Truro. He was following an example he had set when at
Willesden. It is reported that the people of St.Day gave £800. However, according to an
eye witness “a chill ran down the spine” for this appeal was objected to both by the Dean
and Chapter of the Cathedral. The first designs for a statue in brown wood were rejected
by the Fine Arts Commission as not being of sufficient quality for the Cathedral. Then
came the Black Madonna, created by Katherine Stern, to which objections were also
raised. The Reverend Mother of the Community of the Epiphany allowed the statue to
go to the Convent in Truro, until a solution was found by the Cathedral authorities. At
first the Black Madonna was placed in the Community Chapel, but was removed to the
cloisters at a later date. In the cloister she stood on a plinth below windows of the
Guardian Angels, where she was blessed by Bishop Leonard. In 1984 the Nuns moved
and in February of that year she was returned to the Cathedral and was placed outside
the Bishop’s vestry. In 1999 she was brought to the Cathedral floor and is placed “pro
tempore” in the North Aisle, where she has been the object of much comment and a
focus of devotion.

6



MEYN MAMVRO | 46 | Autumn 2001 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

So, after 25 years of being kept in the vestry - a place kept for clothes - she is
now beginning to be acknowledged and is placed in the North Aisle. How appropriate,
as the north in Pagan terms represents the Earth, our dark Mother, ancient, hidden
knowledge, our ancestors, and wisdom to be gained from the Earth. It seems most fitting
that she is now in the Christian Cathedral in the heart of Cornwall.

So let me now explain a little about the significance of Black Madonnas in a
wider context. It is my belief that she speaks to us of empowerment for both men and
women, and that the persistence with which she appears and reappears in the Christian
tradition is reflected in the failure of humanity to work together as a corporate body in
mutual understanding and co-operation. Symbols such as these work on deep levels,
concepts we are not able to verbalise in an intellectual sense are invoked. She shows the
inner meaning of the word compassion, the understanding of experience. We are all
becoming more aware of our relationship to the feminine, to the dark side of the moon,
to the collective unconscious, to earth awareness, to the ‘shadow’.

Awareness of the dark goddess tradition in Europe stretches back into early times.
The earth mother was important to Druids and to Celts. Early influences from Syria,
Babylon, Mesopotamia and Egypt lead back to connections with the worship of Cybele
and Isis. Frequently, portrayals of the black Madonna carry messages. In present times
she is venerated in oppressive regimes, for example Latin America - Our Lady of
Guadalupe, and in Poland - Our Lady of Czestochowa. Due to the nature of the powers
ascribed to the black Madonna, attempts have often been made to remove a figurine
from a church, but she invariably reappears, either in a wayside shrine, near the place
from where she came, or back in the actual site from which she was evicted.

What then do we need to hear from the Black Madonna today? 1 believe this can
partly be explained in the following passage by Robert Graves:-
“The Black Goddess is so far hardly more than a word of hope whispered among the few
who have served their apprenticeship to the White Goddess. She promises a new pacific
bond between men and women... in which the patriarchal marriage bond will fade away.
The Black Goddess had experienced good and evil, love and hate, truth and falsehood in
the person of her sisters... She will lead man back to that sure instinct of love which he
long ago forfeited by intellectual pride”.

So let me return with you to Truro, to our own Black Madonna. She is dark yet
full of light, related to the cycles of the moon, ever changing, our vision also perpetually
renewed, she reminds us that beyond all dogma there is living myth. She is serene and
so beautiful and she asks us to pause and think of our own Mother, the Earth. We must
nurture the spirit which she invokes and give thanks and blessings especially for our
beautiful land of Cornwall. I ask that when you are next visiting Truro please pay her a
visit, light a candle and ask for the gift of courage and love to bring healing to ourselves
and our Earth Mother.

Drawings of the Black Madonna of Truro Cathedral by Geraldine Andrew.
7
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STANDING STONES - MORE THAN JUST & MENHIR
by CHERYL STRAFFON

The function and purpose of the
enigmatic standing stones (or in Cornish
‘menhirs’) have long been speculated upon.
John Michell in his classic work The Old
Stones of Land’s End" believed them to be
ley-markers, which were aligned across. the
Cornish landscape.John Barnatt? felt there
was no particular pattern as to their
location, but more recently Frances Peters
suggested that they marked territories or
boundaries and were positioned along
countour heights. She believed that this did
not exclude a ritual function and quoted the
study by G.Williams* in which he
concluded that they were features of
overwhelming ritual significance, cult
centres of small social groups.

If this is the case, then we need to try and discover what those rituals might have
been. Very few standing stones have been excavated, but those that have, have yielded
evidence of associated burial function in the form of cist graves. So were they simply the
Bronze Age equivglent of grave markers? Well it appears not, for when we look in detail
at the excavation reports something much more interesting emerges. Although the
stones now appear splendidly isolated and mysterious, what the excavators have actually
found is that they were often associated with, and sometimes subsidiary to, other features
and structures. The stones themselves are now all that is left, but in their original state
they may have been part of a much larger complex, and furthermore one that was
changed, modified and adapted over the years. Burial may have been an aspect of their
purpose and meaning, but it was only one part of their ceremonial significance.

It was not until the latter half of the 20th Century that menhirs were properly
excavated. Earlier excavations in the 18th and 19th centuries lacked the finesse of
today’s approach: of the 17 stones in Cornwall that were explored only a few yielded
material, and they were as follows:- .

Pridden (cremated material); Trelew (charcoal, flint flake & baked clay plug); Gin Rith
(beach pebble); Carne near Morvah (urn & coins); Tresvannack (urn containing bones);
Blind Fiddler (bone chips & ashes); Trewern and Drift (pits between pairs of stones that
may have contained burials).
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In 1935 Kerrow menhir near Zennor
was excavated and 2 urns were found one
inside the other, standing upright on a small
pile of charcoal.® In 1956 when the Mén
Gurtha on St.Breock Downs was re-erected
a layer of white quartz stones was found at
the base which may have been part of an
original cairn. But it was not until 1958/62
that the first detailed excavation of a
standing stone took place in Cornwall at
Try Farm (SW460 350)° and this proved to
be unique.

TRESVENNECK URN,

On the east side of the Try menhir 3ft 4in from its base was a stone cist in a
separate pit that had been dug afier the erection of the menhir. It measured 4ft 2in in
height, 1ft 9in wide and 1ft 7in deep, aligned in a north-south direction. At the bottom
of the cist a handled beaker was found together with some bones and sherds of pottery,
and an offering of meat. It had been covered with large capstones and pebbles, and parts
of a granite quern were also found nearby. Barnatt suggested that the beaker, cremation
and food offering represented a ritual offering to the dead who had been deposited in the
cist. The interesting thing about this site was that the standing stone and cist were quite
separate, whereas the remains found at the other sites previously investigated had been
contained in pits next to or close by the particular standing stone. However, some other
burial sites investigated also had standing stones nearby, such as Tregiffian Barrow near
the Merry Maidens, which lies 70-80yds from the Giin Rith standing stone.

TRY, GULVAL

Above, plan as excavated (A, area of charcoal-flecked soil with pebbles). Below, section; key, a—medium
brown soft soil, b—dark brown soft soil, c—grey leached gritty soil, darker at base of layer, d—chocolate-brown
weathered rab (?), e—rab upcast.



MEYN MAMVRO | 46 | Autumn 2001 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

Interestingly, Try menhir may also
have had a sister stone, as there is a
Longstone Field recorded a quarter of a
mile to the ENE of the menhir. If we
consider standing stones and burial
chambers not in isolation but as part of the
same ritual complex, then we can begin to
discover  their interrelatedness.  For
example, a complex site was found at
Stockpole Warren in South Wales when the
standiq,g stone was excavated in the early
1980s. "Here the stone, called The Devil’s
Quoit, was shown to have belonged to one
of several phases on the site, stretching
from the Neolithic to the Roman era.

Try menhir

The earliest feature at Stockpole Warren was a Neolithic round hut, which ended
its life in flames, perhaps as a ritual act. After the burning the standing stone was put up
and packed around with distinctive bluish granite stones. But the stone was not alone: it
was part of a setting of over 3000 small stones set upright in rows in a trapezoide shape,
togther with an alignment of upright water-worn stones and a large timber upright in
the middle. Subsequently a cremation was inserted in a pit that cut through the NE
corner of the setting. This sequence of standing stone followed by burial is similar to
that of Try. So although the burial in both cases was part of the function of the site, in
the case at least of Stockpole Warren, it was the standing stone and stone rows that seem
to have been the main focus of the site.

in the same area of South Wales a standing stone at St.Ishmaels near Milford
Haven was excavated and once again appeared to be part of a complex of stone
enclosures, perhaps originally forming a ‘cove’. Some of these enclosures had contained
wooden uprights which could have been used for roofing the structure, but might well
have been part of the ritual complex. The reason for thinking this is because of
excavations that took place on Longstone Downs near St.Austell in 19708 during which
a standing stone at SW984 561 was excavated and subsequently re-located in Roche.
Excavation revealed 4 phases: firstly a pit had been dug and a quartz pebble placed as a
foundation offering. The excavators thought that there had previusly been a wooden post
in this hole. In phases 2 and 3 another pit was cut'and filled with 9 small white quartzite
pebbles before a standing stone was put up. This was then taken away (destroyed?)
before another pit was dug and the present standing stone erected. The sequence of a
post followed by 2 standing stones has no parallel elsewhere, but so few standing stones
have been excavated there may well be other examples. What it does show is, like
Stockpole Warren and St.Ishmaels, there was a continuity in religious practice on this
site over a period of several hundred vyears.

10
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Phases 1 & 2 of the St.Austell Downs site may have originally had associated
_burials, but the excavators comment: “It is unlikely that (the standing stones) were
erected primarily to commemorate deceased persons. Their sites were presumably
regarded as sacred and therefore used on occasion as burial places, but the burial of
human remains was a subsidiary, non-essential feature.” They add that it can therefore
be assumed that they “were connected with prehistoric ritual and magical practices”.
The pebbles and stones found in the Longstone pits parallel those found at the Try
menhir, and “their purpose was obviously magical”. There was also a cobbled area of
small granite pieces around the Longstone similar to that at the Hurlers North stone
circle on Bodmin Moor, and the Mén Gurtha standing stone on Bodmin Moor. It seems
therefore that the builders went to considerable trouble to mark out the area where the
standing stone was to be erected, and once they had dug the hole, they placed foundation

offerings in them of significant stones and pebbles, chosen because of their magical or
sacred qualities.

So what are we to make of all of this? Putting together some pieces of a very
incomplete jigsaw, and remembering that different groups of people may have had
different religious purposes at different times, nevertheless there are some common
features in all these excavated sites. To attempt a possible reconstruction one might
suggest that a site became sacred because it stood in relationship to some particular
landscape feature, or at the borderline between land areas, or even because the ancestors
had lived there, or had previously used the site. Once identified, it was marked with a
standing stone that may have been aligned with other standing stomes, or had stone row
settings aligned with or near it. There would have been foundation offerings at the site
of special pebbles or quartzite pieces, perhaps thought of as gifts from or to Mother
Earth. The stone may have been decorated” and thought of as being “alive” in some
magical way. After a while, because of its sacredness, burials would be made at the site,
Jjust as nowadays we scatter the ashes of dead people in their favourite spot. it was the
site that was sacred, and the standing stones denoted and amplified that scaredness. And
that is perhaps why even today all these millenia later when the original meaning of the
site has been lost, there are those who are still drawn to these places and revere them, as
did their ancestors from so many years ago.

REFERENCES
! John Michell: “The Old Stones of Land’s End” (Garnstone Press, 1974)
John Barnatt: “Prehistoric Cornwall” (Turnstone, 1982) p.100
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Lynch: “Colour in Prehistoric Architecture™ in “Prehistoric Ritual & Religion” [ed. A.Gibson & D.Simpson].
Sutton, 1998.
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LESSER-KNOWN SITES IN WEST PENWITH
EAST AREA (2) =
by RAYMOND COX ~

The delightful approach and scene
at Bleu Bridge where the Bleu Bridge
Inscribed Stone (SW477 317) can be
found is nowhere better described than
in J.T.Blight’'s 4 Week at the Lands
End, first published in 1861: “A rutted
and straggling lane leads down to Bleu
Bridge, at one end of which is a pillar
of granite about 6ft high bearing this
inscription Quenatavus Icdinui filius. 1t
was erected perhaps to some chief or
nobleman who might have fallen here
in battle. Its date has been fixed about
the end of the 6th Century. This
monument...served as a stepping stone;
to preserve it the proprietor of the land
very properly caused it to be placed in
its present position”. It is now against
the wall near the middle of the bridge. R
“The spot would be well worthy of a visit, had there been no ancient monument there; it
is a gem of rural scenery. There is a long vista of lofty arching elms, with a glimpse of a
white cottage through the opening between the trunks; a clear stream with tall and
graceful weeds on its banks, and the rude footbridge with its iron rail, are pleasingly
arranged; indeed, nothing more is to be desired to complete the picture.” Well, the
Trevaylor stream is still there, and the bridge and the wild vegetation was a spread of
ivy, pink campion, hedge parsley, speedwell, an elder tree, a pond - and more. This
sheltered place at the bottom of the little valley still has the stone, and there is a plaque
beside it translating the inscription as “Quenataucus lies here, son of Dinuus”. The
inscription is of course Latin, but the names are Irish, and exemplifies the commerce
and travel through the peninsula at that time. Don’t miss a veritable entrance to a time
capsule with a visit to this place of repose.

Brunnion Carn Cross (SW504 360) is a beautifully situated cross on the grass
verge at the side of the pretty and open road from Trelocke to Cripplease, amongst
cottages. It was formerly the site of a pond. It is a fine example of a Cornish cross, being
tall and set on a large square base. Both front and back have similar Latin crosses cut in
relief, and the lower limb extends down the length of the shaft. The height is 5ft.
Langdon wrote that it appeared to be in a very fair state of preservation. This area offers
fine views to the east, including Trencrom Hill. This cross is isolated from others in
West Penwith but this is no reason not to visit this hilly and undulating part of Cornwall
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