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Mezygn Mamvro

STONES OF OUR MOTHERLAND

EARTH ENERGIES * ANCIENT STONES * SACRED SITES * PAGANISM * LEYPATHS
CORNISH PRE-HISTORY & CULTURE * MEGALITHIC MYSTERIES * LEGENDS & FOLKLORE

ARTHUR’S STONE DISCOVERED AT TINTAGEL
NETOS5NMNOYV

As we go to press, a sensational discovery has been announced by the archaeological
team currently excavating at Tintagel. An inscribed stone, dating from a 6th-7th century
context, has been found with an inscription on it that reads ARTOGNOU, which is
Latin for ARTHUR. The association of King Arthur with Tintagel has always been
dismissed as nothing more than a myth, invented by Geoffrey of Monmouth in 1133,
and archacologists have always been careful to distance themselves from any association
with the mythical King Arthur. Now, however, in what has been described as “the find|
of a lifetime” there is a positive identification of the site with an individual from the
right period whose name was indeed Arthur. Geoffrey Wainwright, chief archaeologist
with English Heritage, said that the inscription probably referred to a high-status
individual who was undoubtedly “living in the right place at the right time”, an
historical Arthur rather than the mythical Arthur whose activities were embellished in
the later medieval romances. This find will have enormous repercussions in the field of]
Arthurian studies, and in the next MM we hope to produce a special feature on Arthur
and Tintagel.

Meanwhile, Cornwall and its wealth of ancient sites, continues to be the focus of
attention from the many visitors each year, as well as spiritual tours from many
countries abroad, in particular America and Germany. This is likely to itensify next year
with the Total Eclipse of the Sun on August 11th, now less than 12 months away. The
Mail on Sunday did a special feature in its August 9th edition on the preparations for the
event,, featuring the official and alternative approaches to the build-up to the 1999 “once
in a lifetime” event. A number of people involved with preparing for the event were
interviewed and photographed, including MM editor Cheryl Straffon, and this is
undoubtedly only the beginning of what will become major media attention on West
Penwith over the next 12 months. Even Meyn Mamvro will be doing a special eclipse
edition next year, so keep watching this space - and the skies. Let’s all do some sky
magic to hope we get a clear view, otherwise there will be several million people
wandering disconsolately around looking for the non-existent sun!
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1998 marked the 10th vear of both the May Day Eve Maypole Dance on Carn
Bosavern, and the Three Wells Walk on the first Sunday in May. Both were blessed
with good weather. It had been raining for 3 days before May Day eve, but cleared in
time for the Maypole Dance, which attracted about 60 people to dance to the local
musicians and jump over the Beltane fire. Radio Cornwall came to do an interview
which was broadcast the next morning in an item linked to Padstow’s Obby Oss. The
Three Wells Walk was blessed as (nearly) usual with fine weather, and also attracted a
good turn-out of walkers. The countryside was particularly beautiful this year with
carpets of bluebells at Sancreed and Trengwainton, and the whole day felt idyllic.

The first Sunday in June saw 19 members and friends meeting up at Bodellan
Gardens in Porthcurno for a visit to Richard Webb’s garden. Richard talked to the
group about the energy lines he had dowsed in the garden, and how he had found what
he felt was the site of the grave of St.Levan. People had an opportunity to dowse there,
but many found the atmosphere quite oppressive. The Life of St.Levan talks about how
he used to walk from Bodellan through Rospletha down to his chapel at Porthchapel,
and the group followed this mythic path (after first getting lost!) to the Church with the
pagan split stone in the graveyard, and down to the Chapel and Hermitage on the cliffs.

On Sunday July 5th 35 people met up at the Lafrowda Men-an-Tol outside St.Just
Library for the Well Sprung Walk, led by Rory Te’Tigo. visiting 7 wells and 2 springs
in the area, all researched by Rory, whose commentary on them was both informative
and original. Many of the wells were unknown, even to those who lived in St.Just, and it
was an enjoyable afternoon, with an especially welcome cream tea near the end!

Sunday August 2nd produced a fine Lammas day. one of the summer’s best. 19
people met up for a walk around some Lesser Known Sites of West Penwith, led by
CEMG Committee Member Cheryl Straffon. The first side visited was Carfury standing
stone, and a possible midsummer solstice sunrise alignment was plotted over Mulfra
Quoit, visible on the horizon, and a possible midwinter solstice sunrise alignment over
the tip of the Lizard. From there the group walked past the newly-identified Bolisiack
menhir (see MM34 p.7) and then up to Nine Maidens stone circle to have lunch. In the
afterncon they walked on to the now-forgotten and overgrown Fenton Bebibell well
where young girls used to baptise their dolls on Good Friday. perhaps a memory of the
spirits or elementals at the well. Some well clearance was done and a few ribbons hung
on the overhanging hawthorn tree. Finally, the group went to see the hidden Bosiliack
Barrow. with its midwinter solstice sunrise alignment, ending a lovely friendly day.
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SACRED SITES NETWORK GROUP

The Sacred Sites Network Group continues to meet regularly, with representatives
from the National Trust, the Pagan Federation, the Cornish Earth Mysteries Group,
Penwith Countryside Service, Penwith Conservation Office, the Cornwall Wildlife
Trust, Cornwall Archaeological Unit, the Order of Bards, Ovates and Druids, the
Bolitho Estate, and Meyn Mamvro.

Discussion has so far focused on 3 main sites: Boscawen-iin stone circle, Sancreed
Well and Madron Well. At Boscawen-iin, the Countryside Stewardship Management
Scheme is proceeding satisfactorily, and eventually there will be much wider access to
the site through surrounding fields. A Voluntary Guardian of the site may shortly be
appointed. At Sancreed Well, however, the proposed Stewardship Scheme with the land-
owners Mr & Mrs Hoskin has unfortunately fallen through, but it is hoped that an
agreement can be drawn up with a neighbouring landowner. Restoration work on the
approach to the well is also now being undertaken under the auspices of the
Archaeological Unit. At Madron Well a site visit was undertaken with the Estate
landowner, the Bolitho Estate, and it was decided that some hand digging of drainage
ditches and installation of short stretches of underground pipes would greatly help to
alleviate the flooding problem of the area leading up to the well.

The Group has also been looking at some other sites that may need attention. At
the Merry Maidens stone circle, it has been observed that one of the stones is getting
very loose and eroded, and some restoration work is needed. The state of the Nine
Maidens Circle at Boskednan was also discussed, and it was suggested that some
restoration work could be done here under a Derelict Land Scheme. Other sites
identified as needing restoration work were the barrow on Chapel Carn Brea, Chysauster
fogou, and Dry Carne circle, and these are all to be investigated. In the case of Chapel
Carn Brea the National Trust have cleared the vegetation and done an archaeological
survey, and a Management Report is in the process of being prepared.

At Chiin Castle and Downs, the Wildlife Trust have now completed purchase of
the site. Donations from many local people to the Trust’s Habitat Appeal have secured
the necessary partnership funding to claim a grant of £30,450 from the Heritage Lottery
Fund, securing the site for all time. And at Caer Bran farm near Sancreed, a gift of
several thousand pounds from Hugh Miners enabled the Trust to purchase 60 acres of
land that will form a Nature Reserve, and help to link together a number of
neighbouring sites, including Caer Bran ancient monument, Bartine Castle & Downs.

Finally, the Group has been most concerned about the forthcoming 1999 Eclipse
of the Sun. Current estimates are for an extra 6 million visitors in Cornwall, and much
drain on resources and possible mayhem is predicted. The Group is working on a Code
of Conduct for sites at the Eclipse, and also on the provision of ‘officially’ organised
public ceremonies at some of the key sites, like the Merry Maidens & Boscawen-0in.
co-ordinated by groups such as the Pagan Federation & Druids. More details to follow.
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Lanlivery’s Holy Well

Part 4 of “In Search of Cornwall’s Holy Wells” in MM31 featured the discovery of
St.Brn Holy Well at Lanlivery near Lostwithiel. MM reader Alex Stone has written
with nore bockground information about this lovely well.

“For the last 3 vears I have been living and working at Churchtown Outdoor Centre
for people with disabilities in Lanlivery. The well of St.Bryvyth is in the grounds of the
centre. although part of this part of the land and the camping ficld is owned by the
Church and has been rented by the Centre for the last 21 years. Every year in May on
the first Sunday of the Lanlivery Feast Weck, the well is dressed with flowers and
candies by a local family or families and given a blessing. The people I've spoken to
thought this was a continuation of an old custom. The hedge maze was planted 11 years
ago by two instructors at the Centre and modified 2 years ago by myself and another
instructor. We opened up the entrance and transplanted two native trees, an oak and a
rowan, which were in danger of being shaded out in the nature reserve. They now stand
one either side of the entrance, and below them two dragons donated by someone from
the north coast. At this time we also created some outdoor musical instruments to stand
beside the maze, and I planted the willow arch which leads out of the maze area onto the
path to the well and is known as the ‘moon gate’.

My initial feelings about the well were a mixture of strong attraction, respect and
fear. Since then I've visited the well many times and twice celebrated Imbolc there.
Once at dawn another woman and 1 heard hoof-beats coming up the stream towards us.
Later that week we found two old plain horseshoes, one in the camping field and one
whilst widening the path next to the well. I don’t know if there’s any connection
between horses/horse goddesses and wells? Last winter we built a yurt in the camping
field. This. the hammock in the trees behind the well. and the well itself are used by
volunteer staff and visitors as places to find a little peace and connect with the spirit of
the land.”

Into Alignment

“I have noticed a few alignments concerning the newly-found Bosiliack menhir, featured
in MM34 p.7. Obviously these are only relevant if it is an authentic monument. Firstly,
Carfury menhir (SW4400 3399) to Bosiliack menhir (4369 3423) to Watch Croft
menhir (4209 3568). This alignment seems to just brush Lescudjack Castle in the other
direction. Secondly, Pennance entrance grave (4476 3753) to Treen Common enclosure
(4446 3666) 10 a cairn at 4397 3511 to Bosiliack menhir (4369 3423). And finally, the
Gear Farm stones. where the strange anomalous bright blue light was seen [see MM34
p.24 & MM36 p5] seem to lic on an alignment from the hedge stone of the Zennor
Stone Row and Watch Croft menhir, but the NGR is debatable.”  Kris Bond, Plymouth
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STRAIGHT LINES & CROOKED IDEAS!

It has been a long-held adage in Earth Mysterics that straight lines on the
landscape were in some way a quintessential part of the paradigm. From the early days
of Watkins-type straight tracks and paths, through the pioneering early work of John
Michell in West Penwith on the alignments of standing stones!, via the notion (still
current) of “ley lines” or straight energy lines running invisibly across the land”, to
recent research on ‘dead-straight’ coffin paths or death roads3, straightness has been a
feature of all these ideas. True, sometimes questions were raised about each of these
approaches. The thick pencil lines on maps linking ancient sites from a wide range of
historical periods so beloved of the 1960s were, with the computer age, shown to be
fallacious; some of the wiser heads in the dowsing field pointed out that many of the.
“energy lines” and blind springs were of a serpentine rather than straight nature; and
now the whole notion of spirit paths and death roads has been cailed into question.

The challenge to this aspect of the straight-line hypothesis has come from Alby
Stone in a new book Straight Track Crooked Path: Leys, spirit paths and shamanism
(Heari of Albion Press, 1998). In this he points out that shamanic spirit paths are very
rarely of a straight nature. He then turns to look at coffin-paths and corpse-ways in the
Netherlands and Britain. Two in particular, both in west Cornwall, are examined in
detail. One was first identified by Craig Weatherhill, the other by Paul Devereux. The
former is the Zennor churchway from near St.lves to Morvah (see MM21 p.24) that
Stone dismisses as “running vaguely NE to SW, meandering and veering all over the
place, and only straight in such short sections that it barely matters”. The latter is the
St Levan mythic pathway (see MM23 p.24 & p.2 of this MM) which Stone suggests is a
coffin or church path that changes direction in a couple of places. “To see this track as
evidence for a widespread tradition of straight-line funcral processions seems optimistic
in the extreme”. To these two examples I would add a third: the so-called Bronze-Age
death-road trackway from St.Mary’s Church in Penzance through pathways at Madron
and Boswarthen to Lanyon Quoit and beyond (see MM24 p.24) that Ulrich Magin in
The Ley Hunter 128 p.11 describes as “immediately convincing”. Well, it all depends on
what is meant by ‘convincing’! The first stretch of the line from Penzance to Madron is
now a busy road that does not even align with Chapel Street. The second stretch from
Madron to Lanyon is a medieval church path, one of literally dozens of similar ones in
west Cornwall. And the third - and longest - stretch from Lanyon to Morvah is a road
not even remotely straight! Magin suggests that the line was “deliberately laid out on the
landscape” but the only sites on it are a church, cross and quoit (with about 4000 years
between them!). Together with the other two questionable examples of “old straight
tracks” they could all perhaps be better described as “not very old bent paths™! (€CS)

lSee John Michell The Old Stones of Land’s End (1974, 1998) & Ley Lines & Liars at Land’s End (Meyn
Mamvro no.8 p.8)

see for example Paul Broadhust Dowsing at Boscawen-un Circle (Meyn Mamvro no.12 p.8)
see Paul Devereux Spirit Paths in Cornwall (Meyn Mamvro no.25 p.15)
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IN SEARCH OF A& “QUAINT” STONE
by ANDY NORFOLK

In Northern Earth 64 Jeremy Harte wrote about fertility traditions associated with
assorted standing stones in folklore from around the world. His article included a
reference to “the stone which is called ‘Cuntestone’, which he said was presumably a
lost mén-an-tol, serving as a boundary marker near Fowey. Those of you of a nervous
disposition may prefer to think of the name of this stone as being derived from the
Cornish koyn! meaning “strange, odd, extraordinary or quaint”! I have also wondered if
the name might be derived from the Cornish kuntell or kuntelles, meaning “to gather, or
a gathering”. A further possibility is that the name includes the Old Cornish canf which
Padel says is obscurc, meaning perhaps “district, region or edge, border” or possibly
“host, throng, troop”. However. it scems more likely that it is a bit Anglo-Saxon and
that the stone is what Terence Meaden and others refer to as a “vulva stone”. English
names abound in this part of Cornwall but the normal Old English term for a holed
stone seems to have been “thurl stone”. Della Hooke writing in The Local Historian says
that “maentol” in a St.Buryan charter is synonomous with “thurlestan” in one from
Landrake. Other possibilities for an English derivation can be found in, for example, the
place names Countesthorpe and Countisbury which appeared in earlier times respec-
tively as “Cuntastorp” in 1242 and “Cuntesberia” in 1178. The first name is derived
from the Early English for “countess’s thorpe”. The second probably includes the British
word cunet, normally a British river name but apparently in this case referring to a hill.
Whatever the derivation of the name, it seems that the stone must have been remarkable
in appearance, in some way. for it to have scrved as a boundary marker.

This stone is mentioned in a cartulary; a collection of land charters. The Bruton
and Montacute cartularies, which were probably compiled in 1300 are held at Trinity
College, Oxford. Henderson copied this document in 1919 and this copy is held at Truro
Museum. Unfortunately this copy seems to be incomplete, lacking some pages relating
to Cornwall! 100 acres of land at Fowey were granted in 1269 so that monks would pray
for the soul of John de Montacute. The charter says that the boundary ran “from the
Cuntestone as far as the ‘blestarium’ of William Fis. and so towards the south part, as
the way extends, as far as opposite the bounds of John de la Moreland. and so by the
bounds of the said John as far as Duwy water. and so by Duwy water ascending again as
far as Milstone, and so again as far as the stone which is called Cuntestone”. Jeremy
Harte has suggested that this is probably a small area of land, since the tenants and their
buildings are used as reference points. He is assuming that ‘blestarium’ in this case
means a building where peat is stored; however. it appears that it may mean an area
where peat is cut or stacked. Cornish acres could be up to 64 English acres according to
Elliot-Binns, so we may not be dealing with a small area. There is no indication of what
shape the area of land is either. It seems most likely that this land is not in Fowey town
but actually on. or near, Bodmin Moor. This area was known as Fowey Moor until the
Ordnance Survey invented the present name in 1813, although a name in Cornish Goen
Bren was recorded in the 12th century.
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There is reference to a holed stone at
Patrieda Barn in Old Cornwall edited by
Morton Nance. So perhaps this stone,
quaint enough to attract attention, is the
Cuntestone. Patrieda Barn is close to Rilla
Mill and it is tempting to think that the
Lynher might be the “Duwy water” in the
charter, but it was known as the “Linar” in
the 11thC and “Liner” in 1125, There is a
stream nearby, on which Higher and Lower
Millcombe can be found. Perhaps this is the
“Duwy water”. “Dewy” seems to have been
a relatively common river name and, for
example, the River Allen running down to
Wadebridge, was at one time known as the
Duey. There is place-name evidence that some streams were also called “dewy”. My
guess is that this name derives from du meaning “black”. However, even if the area of
land in question was 6400 English acres in extent it would have to be very long and thin
to stretch from Patrieda Barn across to the present day Dewey River.

This Dewey River is a tributary of the Warleggan River, also known as the
Bedalder. The Dewey rises to the west of Colliford Reservoir. To the west of this river
there is a farm called Tremoreland. A footpath runs alongside the Dewey to some
boundary stones north of Hardhead Downs on the parish and district boundaries. So of
course I had to go to see if any of them were quaint. Unfortunately none were, as they all
turned out to be neatly squared pillars, or large rounded boulders of moor-stone, carved
with initial letters. Hardhead Downs and the surrounding area are littered with a lot of
boundary stones and I didn’t have time to look at them all and they aren’t by public
rights-of-way. My guess is that the Cuntestone is somewhere in this area, quitc possibly
somewhere along the local government boundary. These boundaries tend to stay put for
centuries and this one could be the cani, edge or border to a region or district, if the
name includes this Old Cornish element. Of course there is no guarantee that John de la
Moreland only owned land at Tremoreland, if he ever held land here. It also seems
unlikely that there would have been a mill on the Dewey, but I suppose there could have
been a stone, shaped for use in a mill, but abandoned by the river.

Would anyone like to find out if there is an odd looking stone west of Colliford
reservoir, or still to be found at Patrieda Barn? I would be very interested to hear if this
stone survives, or if there are two “quaint” stones.

Thanks to Jeremy Harte and Stephen Simpson for their help in preparing this article.
The stone illustrated above is only suggestive of what the Cuntestone might look like.
References
LE. Elliott-Binns Mediaeval Cornwall (1955). EEkwall The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English
Place-Names (4th ed.1985) O.J.Padel Cornish place-name Elements (1985) E
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IN SEARCH OF CORNWALL’S HOLY WELLS - 7

The border of Cornwall and Devon is marked by the River Tamar and into its
mouth on the Cornish side flow the rivers Lynher and Tiddy. Around these waterways lie
some of the holy wells that most visitors to the Duchy never get to see. Cheryl Straffon
& Maggie Tucker started at Callington and followed the Tamar country southwards.

Just outside Callington to the cast
of the A388 Saltash road liecs DUPATH
WELL (SX374 693) at the bottom of a
track leading to Dupath Farm. For our
first well this was a very impressive site.
The well is contained in the largest
well-house in Cornwall. a stone and
granitc chapel building with clear
running water. and a reputation for
curing whooping-cough. It also has an
interesting legend associated with it. A
duel was fought here between a poor
knight called Colan and a rich man
Gottlicb for the hand of a maiden. who
preferred Colan. but got neither as
Gottlieb was killed in the duel and Colan
after it. The story scems to have echoes of
a mythic tale about it. and it was a
dramatic beginning to our day's quest.

From Dupath we drove SE to
St.Dominick and thence down to the
banks of the River Tamar at Halton Quay.
About a quarter of a mile north of here is
Chapel Farm where we parked and
walked to our left. Here we found the holy
well of ST.INDRACT (SX417 659) in a
bank beside the track. It was restored in
the early 1950s. and a statue of the Virgin
Mary was placed in a niche at the back.
Unfortunately since then it seems to have
been rather neglected and the water has
been drained off for secular use. It is
however in a lovely setting right beside
the river where there may have been a
crossing in former times. Very much a
lesser-known and seldom visited well.
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If we had had a boat we could have travelled south along the river to our next
well, but instead we went back to the A388 and drove to Hatt from where we took a
minor road going towards Cargreen, an unspoilt village with a small riverside inn.
Before we got there however we turned south at Landulph crossroads and drove to the
church at the end of the road. Here we took a track going in a westerly direction past
Lower Marsh Farm and up to Marsh Farm. About a quarter of a mile along the track in
the bank where the marsh meets a green field on the left was the site of LANDULPH
holy well (SX428 614). Although marked on the O.S map. the site is now overgrown
and the structure of the well collapsed and lost. We caught glimpses of the rivers Tamar
and Tavy in the distance so there was still a sense of being on the border here.

From Landulph
we drove back to the
A388 via BOTUS
FLEMING. Here in
this hamlet next to an
old school building
on a minor road
leading to Moditon-
ham Quay was the
holy well of St.Mary
the Virgin (SX405
614). It was a pretty
little building, but
unfortunately just like
St.Indract’s Well we
had seen earlicr. it was barred by an iron gate and also dry. the well floor having been
concreted over. Strangely enough. also like St.Indract there was a statue of the Virgin in
a niche at the back.

We drove back to the A388 and then cut across to the A38 going westwards. the
busy trunk road into Cornwall. A couple of miles later however we had turned off again
to the village of Landrake and once again took the byways and back roads south to
St.Erney. then to the end of the road at MARKWELL where we had come to try and
solve a mystery. Quiller-Couch believed the well to be dedicated to St.Mark and to lie
beside the lane that runs castwards from the farm down towards the Lynher. There was
indeed an old locked well house there (SX369 584) beside a newer pumping shed, but
Lane-Davics doubted this site, pointing out that there had been a chapel in fields nearby
and the holy well was more likely to have been there. We talked to the farmer there who
showed us the location of Chapel Fields some distance away towards the river. A recent
archaeological survey had found the remains of the old ferryman’s cottage in the corner
of the field. with some signs of an earlier structurc beneath. perhaps the chapel itself?
He also cast doubt on the St.Mark identification, as he believed that the name came from
the De Markes family who had owned the land thereabouts. So the mystery continues.
but we were inclined to favour the Chapel Fields for the site of the well.
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Once again. if we had had a boat we could have travelled easily down the Lynher

to our next well at Sheviock. but we had to return to the A38 and then take the B3249 to
St.Germans and then the A374 to Sheviock. Through the village we found the minor
road going south to Trethill. and. having parked. climbed the stile into the first ficld on
the right after the turning. We had come to look for what what we expected to be the sad
and sorry remains of LADY WELL (SX374 547) described by Lanc-Davies in 1971 as
“a well in utter ruin” and by Meyrick 7 vears later as “badly in need of restoration”. But
a wonderful surprise was to greet us. The well lay in a bank in a beautiful copse of trees.
surrounded by wire. presumably to protect it from cattle or sheep.
After culting away
the brambles and
clearing out the silt
we  discovered a
perfect  vulva-shaped
slate-lined well. that
was clearly an carly
pagan sile, being
some half a mile from
Sheviock Church and
dedicated to the Lady.
who would have been
a Christian version of
the  Goddess. A
delightful unexpected
site 1o discover.

[t was now getting late. but we had onc more well to visit. We continued south on

this minor road until it joined the B3247 and headed cast through Millbrook towards
Cremyll, the far castern tip of south-castern Cornwall overlooking Plymouth Sound and
a stone’s throw away from Devon. Passing into the Mount Edgcumbe estate. the road
wound its way through dark trees unul we saw on the rlght hand s1de of thc road the
unmistakecable shape ™ i :
ol a well house. This
was  ST.JULIAN’S
WELL at  Maker
(SX447 521). a 14hC
building rcstored in
1882, The well was
now almost dry. and
the whole structure
lay in the gloomy
wood. looking  like
something out of Sir
Gawain — and  the
Green Knght.
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place  may  have
originally been a
crossing point of the
Tamar. The travellers
into Cornwall may
have discovered this
sacred shrine in the
woods and later built a
chapel there as a
thanksgiving. At any
rate it scemed a
suitable place to have
reached at journey's
end. finding the wells

and rivers of this SR B S S TS ER
border country.

For more on the Rame
peninsula  and Mt
Fdgecumbe see p.18.
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FENTYNYOW KERNOW - In Search of Cornwall’s Holy Wells

“Unravelling the mystery and magic of holy
wells, the book includes numerous wells ~ KT A T D KO
visited and recorded the length and breath FEN FYNYO)W Kh’RNQW
of Cornwall. The book gives an up-to-date IN SEARCH OF CORNWALL'S
account of the condition of the wells and HOLY WELLS
helps the seeker to enjoy visits to the full.
The 64 pages are full of stories, anccdotes
and descriptions”  Western Morning News
“Packed with useful information, maps and
photographs of Cornwall’s holy wells, this
book is excellent value for money, and an
ideal companion for travellers visiting
Cornwall in search of these ancient and
revered sites” Celtic Connections
“The book is well produced with a clear
typesct on glossy paper. It is lavishly
illustrated with photographs, evocative line
drawings and maps, certainly excellent
value for would-be pilgrims or folklorists”
The Cauldron
11
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LESSER-KNOWN SITES IN WEST PENWITH

s WEST AREA(3) /|  -@®
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Ty by RAYMOND COX (i<
L5 3

T wondered whether or not to include Ballowall Barrow near St.Just (SW356 312)
25 a lesser-known ancient site. Most of the sites [ have chosen have been liitlc known
because they are on private land. or they require some walking, or they are not featured
in guide books. ctc. Ballowall is different. It is right beside a road, merely vards from the
end of the roadside, at the the spectacular Carn Gliize headland overlooking the coast to
Land’s End where many people visit, and it is a magnificent and huge monument. And
vet. I wonder how many folks walk back that few yards to look at it?
This cliff-top barrow.
one of the largest in
Cornwall. must have
had a cercmonial use.
Excavations revealed
urns and bones from
the middie Bronze
Age. the tomb being
used and preserved
through many periods
It also has legends of
the small people who
dance around it at
midnight. maybe a
ritual folk memory.
The structure was uncovered in the last century from a pile of mining debris, and was
found to be constructed of dry-stone masonry. It may not be a single unified affair. but
may have been expanded from an earlier entrance barrow. The site was virtually recon-
structed in the Victorian era as a version of the original. The entrance grave is well
preserved and the opening to it is on the SW side through an outer rim 20ft(6m) thick.
The central dome is 37ft(11m) and about 10ft(3m) high. with an outer collar. When one
gazes over the landscape from the barrow. it seems very likely that this was a site of
great importance. This is a dramatic region overlooking the coast, the cliffs. the rounded
hills of Bartinnc and Carn Brea, and the rocky forbidding Carn Kenidjack - and other
barrows and dwellings of the unknown humans who occupied this timeworn land.

Taking the road from St.Just to Stlves. one soon comes to Trewellard. and.
turning right. 2 minor road leads to open land. where. almost hidden amongst gorsc and
other vegetation is Portheras Common Barrow (SW391 332). a forlorn example of its
type. It is a round barrow. 40ft(12m) diameter and 2%.ft(0.8m) high. A good proportion
of its stonc kerb remains, but, with all the undergrowth only one kerb stone was very
clearly visible. However, in the centre of the mound is a quite well-preserved cist grave
4f1(1.2m) long & 2t(0.6m) wide. with a heavy capstone for its roof. some 6fi(1.8m) long
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