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Mezyn Blamvro

STONES OF OUR MOTHERLAND

EARTH ENERGIES * ANCIENT STONES * SACRED SITES * PAGANISM * LEYPATHS
CORNISH PRE-HISTORY & CULTURE * MEGALITHIC MYSTERIES * LEGENDS & FOLKLORE

Word reaches us in West Cornwall that the forces are gathering in preparation for
the Total Eclipse of the Sun in August 1999! Rumour has it (on good authority) that
tickets are already being sold for mega-raves at the ancient sites to take place on and
around the Eclipse, which is only 100% visible on a line stretching across West Penwith
to Falmouth. Disturbing news indeed, and one more aspect for the authorities to worry

* about. Already there is much apprehension and worry about the anticipated half a
million or so visitors, expected to converge on west Cornwall for 11.11 am on August
11th 1999 for this once in a lifctime event (the next one in Britain will not be until 2090
nearly 100 years into the futurc). Already it is being described by the County planncrs as
“anticipated mayhem”, “a recipe for disaster”, “like waiting for a meteorite to hit”, “a
crisis in the making” and “a massive strain on local resources”. Amongst the problems
identified by Cornwall’s Emergency Planning Officer Steve Winston are how will
ambulances be able to get along the congested roads, and how can archaeological sites
be protected against New Age eclipse rituals. There is also the problem over
accomodation, and MM has heard from several readers who are trying to book for
August 1999 without success, as most accomodation has now been pre-booked. At a
Conference held at Truro there was talk of tent cities springing up to deal with the
situation. For those MM readers who are cither living here, or have arranged to come
down, and would like to meet up with others, Carn Bosavern, just outside St.Just where
MM is published will be one of the key hilltop viewing points, so perhaps anyone who
would like to could gather there for a MM Readers Grand Eclipse Gathering!

Meanwhile, back to the summer of 1998, there are some splendid events planned
by the Earth Mysteries Group, including the 10th anniversary Maypole Dance and Three
Wells Walk (full details on back page). Other events include Bodellan Gardens, the
Well-Sprung Walk, Lesser-known sites of West Penwith, and Holywell Bay well.
Coincidentally, nearly all of them feature wells, tying-in nicely with a new MM
publication Fentynyow Kernow - In Search of Cornwall’s Holy Wells, a moderately
priced paperback that mevertheless features 125 of the best wells, with maps,
photographs(including a colour cover), directions and full location details. Full details
and an order form are included with this MM, or may be obtained from the MM address.
There is also a new Cornish Women’s Wells Group starting up this summer, and a
Women’s Earth Mysteries Group has also recently started up in the mid-Cornwall area.
It is good to see so many people coming together in their love of the earth and the
ancient sites. We just need to make sure that they don’t all swamp them in August 1999!
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The 8th annual series of talks transferred to the Queens Hotel in Penzance while
the Acorn is being refurbished. It was perhaps fortunate it did so, as the 3 talks in Jan-
Mar 1998 attracted huge numbers of people, sometimes as many as 120+ for individual
presentations. Starting the ball rolling in January was a rare appearance by Hamish
Miller, who, in a talk entitled “The Earth Responds”, made the first presentation of new
dowsing research by Paul Broadhust and himself on the international lines (dubbed the
Apollo and Athena lines) linking up sacred sites in Europe. Extensively illustrated with
slides of many little-known sites, he took the audience on a fascinating journey through
Europe, showing how the key power sites were often to be found in unexpected places.
The whole talk, including the accounts of their adventures gaining access to the classical
sites in Greece, well deserved the enthusiastic audience appreciation that it received.

In February we were visited by well-known writer and workshop facilitator
Caitlin Matthews who gave a most original talk on “The Spells of Women: the sacred
and magical rdle of the ninefold Celtic sisterhood”. Starting with a beautifully-
performed song, Caitlin went on to reveal some unfamiliar material from classical
authors and Celtic legend about the recurrence of the motif of 9 priestesses or druidesses
She also recounted for the first time a translation of a Romano-Celtic curse tablet by the
ex-member of an early coven of women celibrants of the Goddess, and finally brought
the story up to date by telling of some oral traditions that had been passed down to
contemporary women of her acquaintance. A capacity audience sat ‘spell-bound’ for this
presentation.

Finally, to round the season off in March, local village witch Cassandra Latham
gave a tour de force with a talk entitled “The work of the 20th century witch in West
Penwith”. Opening her heart to the audience (that was vast by anyone’s standards!) she
spoke honestly and amusingly about the path that had led her to becoming a
contemporary witch, the rdle of the Ancestors or Old Ones in directing her life, the
national publicity she received when she became a pagan hospital chaplain, and the kind
of requests she received for help when she became Britain’s first officially self-employed
witch! She spoke with feeling about the witches who had gone before and their
treatment in The Burning Times, and the audience, who was fascinated and intrigued by
her talk, asked many many questions afterwards about all sorts of wichery matters. It
was an excellent end to a first-rate season of talks, and the CEMG intends to keep the
standard going next Autumn & Winter with another fine season of presentations.

2
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SACRED SITES NETWORK GROUP

The new Sacred Sites Network Group has had 2 meetings in January and March
when eight representatives from official and alternative organisations and groups came
together to look at ways of protecting some of the ancient sites. The meeting included
John Brookes from the National Trust, Ann Preston-Jones from the Cornwall Archaeo-
logical Unit/English Heritage, Mike Rosendale the Penwith Countryside Officer. and
Ivan Smith from the Bolitho Estate, who were joined by Cassandra Latham from the
Pagan Federation, Andy Norfolk from the CEMG, Barry Reilly from OBOD (Order of
Bards, Ovates & Druids), and Cheryl Straffon from Meyn Mamvro. The meetings
discussed 3 main sites in West Penwith: Boscawen-iin stone circle, and Sancreed &
Madron wells, and looked at some of the potential problems of the 1999 total eclipse.

At[Boscawen-ﬁnla Countryside Stewardship Agreement is being set up with the
tenant farmer, which will provide a framework around future management of the site.
There will not be any dramatic changes there, more a low level of grazing and
stock-proofing in the area surrounding the site, the supression of bracken and the
encouragement of heathers. A Guardianship Scheme for the circle was also suggested.
with someone being appointed to keep a watching brief on the site. Coincidentally. this
was put to the test almost immediately afterwards, when a traveller set up his bender in
the gorse next to the site, which was an intrusive presence. Andy Norfolk & Barry Reilly
went to have a word with him, and he agreed to move on at the next new moon.

Atthere were 3 main issues affecting the site. Firstly, the land
leading up to the site has become a mess partly because the fence has been cut and
broken and the cattle have got in. A Countryside Stewardship Scheme is going to be put
into operation, which will involve creating stock-proof boundary hedges and walls, and
clearing out some of the bushes which have become intrusive and unsightly. Secondly,
because of objections by the owners of the land Mr & Mrs Hosking about over-use by
groups of visitors to the well at all hours of the day and night (1), it is hoped that a new
permissive path can be created direct to the well from a neighbouring field. Thirdly, the
dangerous state of the immediate approach to the well, where the large stone on the
ground has cracked, is to be repaired to make access to the well safer.

Discussion abou(l Madron Well Icentered on the insensitive signposting to the site,
the tatty nature of the approach to the Baptistry, the heavy-handed annual cutting-back
of the trees by the Methodists, and the problems over drainage at the Well itself. It was
felt that a balance should be struck between tidying up the site without excessive
alteration and “urbanisation” of the area. A further site visit will consider doing some
investigation of the surrounding drainage to see if things can be gently improved.

Finally, the CAU report that they hope to do some erosion improvement at the
Mén-an-Tol, and have received a grant from English Heritage & the County Environ-
mental Trust for excavation and restoration of Carwynnen Quoit [see MM25 & 26].
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STRANGE SOUNDS - AND LIGHTS
“With reference to Andy Norfolk’s article on ‘The Hummadruz’ in MM35, | thought I
would let you know of our experience. On the afternoon of the earthquake in West
Cornwall (Nov 10th 1996) Kate and I went for a walk up on to Caer Bran. We were
quite near to the part where the quarry curves round when we heard this ‘buzzing’ or
‘humming’ sound coming from the gorse bushes, about a yard away from us. We walked
towards it to see what was causing it and the sound moved way, about another yard.
Again, we walked towards it and again it moved away. I wondered if it was anything to
do with electricity, as the sound resembled that produced by the 1930s movies, just at the
point where Frankenstein’s monster is being revived, but I could see no electrical
equipment of any sort around. Not wishing to go into the gorse bushes any further, we:
gave up and concluded that it was a large group of very shy grasshoppers!”

Barry & Kate Reilly, Sancreed.

“I was looking forward to exploring Warleggan Church, as 1 had read the article in
MM32 describing the bizarre lifestyle of the Rev.Densham. We had had an inspiring
day which saw us take in Roche Rock, the Hurlers, St.Cleer and the Dozmary Pool.
However, nothing could prepare me for what I was about to experience at Warleggan.
We walked up the hill to the Church and a sense of apprehension descended upon us. As
I entered the Church I immediately experienced the crushing effect of the atmosphere of
the place. To begin with I thought I was going to faint, although I was feeling perefctly
well and alert, but I could not understand the rushing noise in my ears. I swallowed
hard, expecting my ears to pop, but still the noise persisted. The sound was almost
electronic in a way - as though there was a motor boat droning away under the floor. As
I looked around the church, 1 remember feeling a sense that something powerful was
present there with us - it was a most disarming experience. Still this noise persisted and
apparently only I could hear it - and it was so loud. I found it incredible that people had
written in the visitors’ book comments describing the Church as ‘beautiful and peaceful’
- it was anything but to me! I was relieved to get outside, and noticed at once that the
noise in my ears stopped! I have since read about the phenomenon known as ‘the
singing’ or Hummadruz. Paul Broadhust mentions it in his book Secret Shrines and says
that it can occur on moors and in old churches. I would be most interested to know if
anyone else has experienced it at Warleggan before, and what it signifies. Is it earth
energy or the past events at the Church which triggered off this Hummadruz?”

Sue Aston, Solihull.

4



MEYN MAMVRO | 36 | Spring-Summer 1998 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

“I have been hearing this humming noise since childhood, growing up in the far west of
Penwith. It is one of those mysterious phenomena of which I have always been aware,
but never tried to analyse, any more than the tappings and clicks heard in houses in
which I have lived. I believe that hearing the Hummadruz can defy logical explanations
_and just “is”, as if the Otherworld, at times, on a still summer day or a moonlt night,
unfolds its boundaries and entices us with a subliminal experience from another
dimension. Personally, I have usually found that hearing these strange noises are
synonymous with some significant spiritual encounter” Jean Harris, Hayle.

“I thought I'd clarify something about the ‘carth-light’ sighting reported on p.24 of
MM34. The report gives the impression that a light came down from the sky and settled
in a field near Zennor. I investigated the case with Dave Gillham, on behalf of the
Cornwall UFO Research Group, and it became apparent from the interviews we
conducted with the witnesses that the light in the sky and the one on the ground might
have been separate objects. A local couple saw the lights at 11.30pm while returning
home from visiting friends on May 23rd 1997. Thet actually saw the first object whilst
saying goodbye to their friends, and described it as a bright white light making angular
movements like a kite, about 500 to 1000t up in the night sky. The woman said, as they
started driving home the light dropped down in a straight line, and as it started to go
over a hill to the south of Zennor, she noticed a bright blue light down in a field near the
village. Her husband said that the light seemed to come down in an area near where the
blue light was and he stopped watching it to look at the blue light. He felt the lights were
connected and possibly interacting with each other, but then said that at no point did he
see both lights at the same time.

They then drove toward the blue light, thinking there might have been an accident, then
as they approached the field by Gear Farm (pictured in MM34) the woman said she saw
a “horrendous blue light” between two flat stones on the ground “which made a welding
light look like a candle!” The light lit up the inside of the van and was so intense it
shone through her hands and gave her an instant headache. As they. passed by, she
briefly noticed a cream-coloured 3ft x 2ft oval object or figure, moving ‘up’ onto a low
hedge in the foreground. Her husband, who was driving, thought he saw a dark 3-4ft
high black outline, which was “not a solid mass” against the hedge in front of the blue
light. He also noticed two orange/red and blue lights further back in the field. The
couple panicked and sped off, with the car lights dipped because they were afraid the
lights might follow them, so we don’t know how they actually left the field.

CUFORG would love to hear from any MM readers who might have seen strange
goings-on that night, or indeed at any other time, since Penwith seems to be something
of a magnet for wierdness! (surely it couldn’t be anything to do with the people who live
there?!). Persomally, I think the more groups like ours connect and exchange
information, the more we learn about these mysteries” Dionne Jones, Truro.

C UFORG meets every monlh in Truro and may be contacted on 018 72-2 76381




MEYN MAMVRO | 36 | Spring-Summer 1998 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

EARLY TIN-MINING IN CORNWALL

The last tin mine in Europe, South Crofty near Redruth, closed in March 1998,
bringing to an end 4000 or so years of tin-mining in Cornwall. In this article Marion K.
Pearce looks back to the prehistoric search for tin in the south-west.

Tin is a vital element, used as a strengthening metal with copper to make the
alloy bronze, from which the Bronze Ages were named. Tin ore is normally found in
granite outcrops, such as Land’s End, Carnmenellis, St. Austell Moor and Bodmin Moor
in Cornwall. It is reasonable to presume that, together with Dartmoor, these would have
been the main tin mining areas in the Bronze Age. In fact, until this century, this area of
Cornwall and Dartmoor was a principle source of tin and copper in the world.

Tin is usually present in its natural state as tin ore or cassiterite. Cassiterite is a
chemically stable, heavy and durable mineral, usually stained brown to black by iron
impurities in the rock. There is a rarer tin mineral from which the ore can be obtained
called stannite, which weathers to a form of tin oxide known as ‘wood-tin’. Heavy
weathering and erosion causes the granite from which the tin ore is obtained to wear
away and the cassiterite often settles into the base of a stream. These are known as ‘tin-
streams’, and are thought to have been a basis for obtaining tin in the Bronze Ages. The
streaming took place at deep levels, where pebbles made of cassiterite were dug out from
the earth. A cashe of such stream tin was discovered at a Bronze Age settlement at
Trevisker Round, near St.Eval. This cache consisted of grey-brown pebbles of stream
cassiterite, 10 to 15 mm in diameter, which would have been ideal for smelting to tin.

It is interesting that although in this country tin was normally only a 10%
proportion of bronze, the rest being made of copper, in Saxony and Bohemia white
bronzes have been found containing up to 27% proportion of tin, There were probably
ancient tin routes where tin and other valuables for trade would have been sent from
Cornwall to traders in Ireland and Europe. A route from Harlyn Bay, near Padstow, on
the north coast of Cornwall, to the sea south of St.Austell has been considered to be one
route, linking Ireland to Brittany and the Continent. Another would have probably been
in West Cornwall, where from Kenidjack Castle tin and copper were mined, and then
carried along the Tinner’s Way route to St.Ives Bay and/or Mounts Bay. Many archaco
-logical artefacts from the Bronze Age have been found in tin streams supporting this
theory. At Harlyn Bay two gold lunulae (crescent-shaped ornaments worn on the chest
or round the neck) have been found. An almost identical decorated gold lunula has been
found at Bourbriac in Brittany. It is thought that they were both produced by the same
craftsman, suggesting there was a trade route between the two areas. Other bronze
objects found in tin streams all over Cornwall, such as daggers, axes, pins and brooches
may be evidence of votive offerings made to the Earth Goddess by Bronze Age peoples.
Tin, which is rarely found, would have made Cornwall a relatively important place in
the Bronze Age. Sad it is that this is no longer the case at the end of 20thC.

As we go to press negotiations are under way by a consortium to try and buy South
Crofty. If they succeed, perhaps this may not be the end of the story of tin in Cornwall.
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THE SEARCH FOR ATLANTIS COMES TO SCILLY

Led by Professor Viatcheslav Koudriavstev, Director of the Russian Institute of Meta-
history, Moscow scientists believe they have pinpointed the sunken ruins of the mythical
island of Atlantis about 100 miles off Land’s End. They are basing their research on a
reinterpretation of classical Greek texts about the lost land that may have sunk between
the waves 10,000 years ago. Although there have been many different suggestions about
the location of the fabled island over the centuries, the Scillies are of course much more
associated locally with the Lost Land of Lyonesse. However, a 20 strong team, who are
supported by the Russian Academy of Sciences, are to dive during June this year at Little
Sole Bank, an undersea hill in the Celtic Shelf, a low-lying plain located to the
south-west of the islands before the Atlantic plummets to the depths of the ocean. They
will be using high-resolution sonars, underwater video cameras, magnetometers, and a
remote operated undersea vehicle. Matt Lethbridge, an ex-coxwain for the Scillies
lifeboat commented: “The Celtic Shelf is full of wonders. I've seen things that I've never
told people because they would think me mad. There may be an Atlantis out there”.

DID THE CELTS EVER EXIST?

Meanwhile, not only does Atlantis have mythical status but it seems the Celts may have
too! Professor Malcolm Chapman recently caused a storm in Cornwall by casting doubt
on whether the Celts ever existed as a cultural group. He was featured in a BBC2
programme along with local Druids and pagans who refuted his claims. Now a group of
academics have said (in Anfiquity journal) that celtic culture in Cornwall and other
Celtic lands is a “historical fantasy”, invented in the 18th century. Their argument was
rejected by Dr.Philip Payton, Director of the Institute of Cornish Studies, who claimed
there was a “tinge of Celtic hostility” among some English academics.

9

PADSTOW’S DARKIE DAYS TRIGGER RACE RUMPUS

As well as the Obby Oss, Padstow has another less well-known folk custom, that has
now caused a storm of protest. On Boxing and New Year’s days, Padstow inhabitants
‘black-up’ and sing old songs to collect for charity. This ‘Darkie Day’ is supposed to
date from the slave trade 200 years ago when slave ships sheltered from storms in the
Camel estuary and their shackled “cargo” of black slaves were temporarily allowed
ashore where they would supposedly sing and dance. This year James Whale of Talk
Radio described Padstow people as “racist rednecks” and was supported by MP Bernie
Grant who added that it was evil and offensive to black people. Local people hit back
saying it was “a harmless bit of fun” and the critics were “politically correct zealots
living in cities” whose words were “a disgraceful slur on Padstow people”.

ROW OVER KING ATHELSTAN SURFACES OVER 1000 YEARS LATER!

In Bodmin a historical exhibition in the Town Museum which depicted the Anglo-Saxon
King Athelstan (925-940) as a “benevolent ruler of Cornwall” angered local historiaa
John Angarrack who said that the hnu was a medleval Hitler”. I‘uhp Panon a ,rc
“Clearly in one sense, he was an English aggressor who wanted (o domizate Cort
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TERENCE MEADEN'S CORNISH DIARY

Staying on Bodmin Moor, we accompany author and researcher Terence Meaden
on his continuing trip to visit some of the megalithic sites of west and north Cornwall.

Saturday 26th April. 1 decided to go to the TRIPPET STONES on Bodmin Moor
(SX131 750). There, every megalith was surrounded by a moat of rainwater, each a deep
small lake. The weather was poor, so I ignored the nearby Stripple Stones, which were
visible on the ridge to the north, because of the overcast sky, and moved on towards
Camelford to search for the STANNON STONE CIRCLE (SX126 800). I lost a lot of
time taking wrong lanes, but eventually as I got near it became easier and I arrived at
2pm. Cloud was obscuring Rough Tor and its prominent vulvar notch, and there was
intermittent drizzle with bursts of heavy rain. One delight was hearing the cuckoo, the
first time that year - and at this altitude! True, the bird was in a combe below, in the
direction of St.Breward, and the sound was carrying well. Eventually I had five seconds
of sunshine during which I photographed the great Triangle Stone which is certainly the
Goddess stone of this large-diameter circle. The azimuth to Rough Tor is 69° east of
north, which Cheryl’s booklet on Bodmin Moor says is the local Beltane alignment. The
triangle is recognised by all scholars of primitive symbolism and the early religions (to
say nothing of living Hindus, Tantrics, pagan Gypsies, etc) as a primordial female
image. Everywhere in Neolithic Britain it is a prominent lithic symbol which appears
too in megalithic religious art and pottery, sometimes with, sometimes instead of, its
homologue, the female lozenge.

Shortly afterwards, I discovered
another triangular stone, a bigger one,
lying flat, some 60 metres/yds SSE of the SR
former. This stone is longer and :
seemingly of considerable importance,
having fallen in the direction of Rough
Tor which it must have been facing. From
this position the vulvar gap is at 67° true.
The difference of two degrees is
equivalent to a solar calendar difference
of three to four days. That is, the sun rises
through the cleft earlier when observed
from the second triangle. That is nearer
the Beltane dates to which we are
accustomed, and closer to the date of 6th
May used by Norman Lockyer a century
ago for his many Beltane calculations,
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Despite the weather - although after some hesitation - I began marching to the
Louden Hill stone circle. and then to FERNACRE (SX144 799). The weather
improved. and I had a minute’s sunshine and no further rain. The low clouds lifted and
the skylarks rose overhead full of song. I could sec all the hill tops at last: the jagged
peak of Rough Tor sharp and clear, the rounder, double summit of Brown Willy close
and inviting. Many stones of the circle were surrounded by rings of water. I shared the
stones with a herd of inquisitive cattle who surrounded me when I was not looking,

When crossing the brook on the way back. I observed a piece of granite the shape
of a lozenge lying in the water by the bridge. So I paused long enough to find two more
lozenge-shaped chunks of granite. I cast them into the gurgling stream as votives to the
spring-water Goddess of old. that whoever passes next will see them there: three
lozenges for the Triple Goddesss in which the stone-circle peoples so fervently believed.
and to whom they raised the magaliths we enjoy so much., yet which remain
impenetrable to those who ignore the evidence and deny the old religion its rightful
place in prehistory.

It was 5.30pm when I got back to the car alongside the Stannon Stones. A cow
with enormously long horns. remindful of the aurochs of the Neolithic, was at the circle.
and Bodmin ponies were grazing by the car. I left a few minutes later. and headed for
the A30 and an easy drive of 2% hours back home to Bradford-on-Avon. And so as the
enlightening journey ended, I began preparing for the next.

THE EARTH GODDESS
Celtlc and Pagan legacy of the Landscape

Some reviews of the new book by

CHERYL STRAFFON

“An attractive and valuable book which
redresses the balance between those who
deny and those who overstate the role of the
Goddess in past & present” Northern Earth
“A well-recommended book by an authority
on the subject” Celtic Connections
“It is an impressive piece of research work -
and the Gazeteer is so valuable one wants to
weep with gratitude” MRRN Newsletter
“Her scholarly research on the history, myth
and folklore of each goddess and site, and
her account of the continuity of goddess
celebration, are inspiring” Wood and Water
“A vast array of mythological, folklore,
documentary and landscape clues have been
assembled, all of which make the book far
superior to other writers™ 3rd Stone
£16.99 Available from all good hooksellers
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LESSER-KNOWN SITES IN WEST PENWITH
95—,  \__WESTAREA(Q) /=
= by RAYMOND COX =Ri°

Sometimes there are pleasant
surprises in finding an ancient site for the
first time, especially if one has been led to
believe it is difficult to find and possibly
almost hidden in vegetation. Thus it was
joyful to spot the Tregeseal Chambered
Tomb (SW381 322) in its fine and
distinct emebankment in a clear grassy
field, and with a somewhat stunning ring
of bluebells around it. The elation of
finding this tomb came after an awkward
trek, accompanied on this occasion by
your editor, through tall gorse and
bramble and through the wrong field
initially. From the lane look for a gap in
the hedge to the right of both a field
border and a shed, and look up to the
field to see a solitary hawthorn tree,
which is on the tomb’s embankment. SR
There is here an easy appreciation and sense of a complete mound, and part of the kerb
is visible. The mound is, in fact, oval - 41ft (12.5m) by 31ft (9.4m) and up to 4%ft
(1.4m) high. The chamber is 11t (3.3m) long and 4ft (1.2m) wide, facing southeast. In
1879 W.C.Borlase’s finds included broken pottery and bones, and another interesting
find was a cist placed behind the inner end of the chamber, containing a large Bronze
Age urn. Obviously it had been placed at a later time, and is evidence of usage of such
tombs extending beyond their original period. In this sloping and elevated position there
are views towards St.Just, and the site is also on a noteworthy alignment which includes
the Ballowall Barrow on the coast at Carn Gloose, Tregeseal Stone Circle, an enclosure
at 427 336, Brunnion Carn Cross (almost) and a well on the west side of Trencrom Hill!
It is easy to be cynical about alignments which join sites of widely spaced periods of
time, and, of course, in a narrow peninsula such as that of Land’s End, the likelihood of
features being aligned so closely is increased. Nevertheless if certain energies, subtle or
otherwise, might determine the placement of any ancient constructions, such alignments
are not necessarily to be ruled out as of no consequence.

One of the most mysterious of the ancient features in West Penwith is the holed
stones. The best and largest is the well-known Mén-an-Tol, but there are a number of
others, including one near the Merry Maidens stone circle, and others built into hedges
or gateposts and some with unknown wherabouts.
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The Tregeseal Holed
Stones (SW390 325)
seem  even  more
mysterious in a
strange often uncanny
landscape on  the
common below the
baleful atmosphere of
Carn Kenidjack, and
in a uneighbourhood
filled with.old sites
and missing ones: the
Tregeseal stonecircles
(extant and gone);
barrows; enclosures;
and other features of stone, making up a complex of sites which may have been linked in
the far past, whether or not we see the remnants of some kind of ceremonial site.
Although the Mén-an-Tol is well-known for its legend of being a healing and fertility
stone, no such legend is known to apply at Tregeseal. But they do seem to be ancient,
and very likely Bronze Age. The four stones, close to a barrow, and not far from the
stone circle, are in a line and are 3~4%ft high with 3” diameter holes. Three are
standing, but one is broken and now fallen. A fifth stone, which was also broken but
now cemented, sits some yards away to the NW, and yet a sixth stands uphill at some
distance to the NE which adds to the mystery, as this one is drilled through and is
straight-edged (thus not very old), where the others are bevelled and suggest a beaten -
through, and more imprecise, work. The hole in the sixth is, anyway, much larger, about
7" diameter. Until some years ago all the stones were recumbent but were re-erected by
local farmer Egbert Rowe. He must have had an interest in doing this and perhaps
indeed recognised that they were an example of an old ritual site of some kind.

This atmospheric land below Carn Kenidjack is a remarkably lonely place,
self-contained and sometimes ominously brooding, especially if one comes upon it from
the farmland to the south. It is worth exploring for both this ambience and for the old
sites. If you go there to see the stone circle seek out the holed stones also and soak up
their own peculiar and unusual mystery. ?
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