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Stones of our Motherland

TARTH ENERCIES - ANCIENT STONES » SACRED SITES * PACANISM * LEYPATHS

CORNISH PRE-HISTORY & CULTURE * MECALITHIC MYSTERIES - LEGENDS & FOLKLORE

Summer 1996 has seen Cornwall heaving with visitors and tourists,
perhaps even more than the 'bumper' summer of 1995. When the weather is
good (as it has been most of the summer in Cornwall) most of them can be
found on the beaches, but on inclement days the roads and villages and
towns are absolutely full to breaking point. Thankfully one can usually
escape to the more sparcely occupied moors and secret places, where one
may find the more discerning visitor, who comes to Cornwall to find places
that are still quiet and ancient sites that are still sacred. One may also
increasingly come across ritual celebrations at these places, as more and
more groups of people are becoming more open about their connection with
the sites as a spiritual or ritual experience. We should never forget how
lucky we are in this country to have these places that are still available in
this way, and we must be very careful we do not abuse this. Your editor
was over in the States this summer together with Caeia March, as we had
been invited to give a talk on British and Irish Goddesses at the 2nd
International Goddess Festival in California. It was a wonderful experience
to be part of such a beautiful setting in 90 acres of redwood forest with
200 other Goddess-celebrating women, but we also learned that pagans in
America simply do not have the freedom to go out into the Land and
celebrate as we do here. We should never take it for granted.

However, as pagans become more open and public about their beliefs
and practices in this country, so some tensions begin to appear with the
more closed-minded Christians, who see this pagan revival as something of a
threat. There have been a number of instances of this in the Summer, and
they are given in a special feature entitled '"Paganism and Christianity at
the Interface'" on p.4-7. It began in May with an altercation at Madron Well
over the hanging of clouties on the trees, a quite innocuous practice that
seems to especially enrage the Christians, and there was a further example
in August, when the rags at Sancreed Well were also removed en masse. An
interesting by-product of this was that the local paper ran a feature (p.7)
highlighting how the site of pagan worship was being desecrated by the
Christians, an almost complete reversal of the sort of coverage that might
have been expected in the past! There is undoubtedly a problem with some
of the untidyness and inappropriateness of some of the "offerings': bus
tickets, plastic bags, sanitary towels and even a cigarette could be found
hanging at Madron this year! The Earth Mysteries Group themselves usually
try and discreetly clean up each year, so perhaps a way forward might now
be found. Perhaps the Christians, to whom the very notion of clouties seems
to be an anathma, and the Pagans, who would like to maintain the tradition
in a reverential way, could get together and agree on a strategy that would
avoid the kind of confrontation we have seen this year. One suggestion
might be for an explanatory plaque to be sensitively erected at the wells,
explaining the meaning of the custom and asking visitotrs to place suitable
offerings with care. It's got to be worth a try?
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The 1996 summer season of outdoor visits started in May with the 8th
annual Three Wells Walk, which again attracted a couple of dozen people,
and was again blessed with lovely weather. Madron Well seemed to have
recovered from the over-zealous cutting-back of the trees last year (see
MM28), but the hanging of clouties on them by some of the group provoked
an angry response from the Methodists who were just leaving the Baptistry.

All the other events of the Summer were similarly blessed with good
weather, and an average turmn-out of over 20 people each time. On June 2nd
Craig Weatherhill led a walk around the Chyanhal Standing Stones, a little—
known cluster of stones on the southern inland fields of Penwith. The walk
went to Tresvannack Pillar (and its fallen twin in the path), Kerris boulder
stone which was in a field of wheat, Chyanhal standing stone on a farm, the
newly-discovered Ennis standing stone (see MM29) and Faughan Round. It was
interesting to check out the intervisibility of some of the stones, and some
dowsing was done at most of the sites.

On July 7th the Group and visitors went up to Greenbottom Celtic °
reconstructed settlement. Here, Jacqui Wood's daughter Imogen gave a
fascinating talk about how the huts had been constructed and thatched, how
the bread and food was made, and some of the other techniques used to
smelt tin, to weave and spin, and to make bonnets, belts and shoes. It was
a rare opportunity to see this special place, and to hear about how the
original settlement dwellers could have lived.

August 4th was an unusual Tregeseal Legends Walk, Everyone met at
Botallack, where there were some accounts of sightings of mysterious black
dogs to set us all off! Craig Weatherhill led the first part of the walk on
his horse Larnie, and first port of call was Tregeseal Circle, where the
Group talked about the ancient legends of the spirits of the dead that
haunted the place. After lunch was taken, we moved on to visit the Holed
Stones, and then up to Carn Kenidjack, where Kelvin Jones told two stories
associated with the Gump of the miners who had seen visions of the Little
People, and of Devil Wrestlers. A round walk over Carn Bean took the Group
back to Botallack just in time for a refreshing drink in the Queen's Arms!

Finally, a smaller Group turmned up for the 'awayday' trip, this year to
south—east Comwall to visit Duloe stone circle with its magnificent quartz
stones and noted 'inner sanctuary' where cows have chosen to give birth.
The Group also went to Duloe holy well, and then on to Pelynt holy well,
with its many guardian elf and piskey legends [see p.8-11 for more details],
which brought this season's trips to a grand close.
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4Into Alignment

NEWHAM FARM

The newly-discovered Newham Farm menhir (SW4172 2916), featured in
MM30, has been checked for possible alignments on Andy Norfolk's computer
program, which has revealed these sites (correct to 10 or 30 metres):—

Grid ref: Site: : Offset:
4122 2736 Boscawen-un stone circle 0.364
4172 2916 Newham Farm menhir -0.345
4298 3369 Lanyon Quoit -0.523
4339 3516 Boskednan Outlier 0.504
Grid bearing 150 32' Length 8096.23m. Width 10m.

4172 2916 Newham Farm menhir -0.735
4217 2693 Trelew menhir 1277
4278 2393 Boscawen Ros west menhir -0.542
Grid bearing 1680 32' Length 5336.34m. Width 10m.

3803 3215 Tregeseal Entrance Grave 2.314
4172 2916 Newham Farm menhir -5.069
4482 2663 Redhouse A menhir 2,755
Grid bearing 1290 6' Length 8750.69m. Width 30m.

4172 2916 Newham Farm menhir -0.593
4540 2545 Castallack menhir 7.868
4570 2517 Swingate A menhir -7.275
Grid bearing 1350 8' Length 5635.64m. Width 30m.

4149 2763 Boscawen—-un stone circle 3.639
4172 2916 Newham Farm menhir -4.511
4268 3529 Men Scryfa menhir 0.872

Grid bearing 80 51' Length 7751.88m. Width 30m.

PORTHCHAPEL :
Penzance Natural Health centre practitioner Richard Webb led a Dowsing
Day in August following a ley-line walk from Bodellan Farmhouse where he
lives to St.Levan church. This, ""ley" is particularly interesting as ‘it follows
the mythic path of St.Levan himself who was wont to walk this way along
the route where 'the grass grew greener" (see MM23 p.24). Richard also
believes that the grave of St.Levan lies underneath a mound at Bodellan.
He plans to do another dowsing walk later this Autummn. Tel: 01736-810225.

KING ARTHUR'S TABLE

The stone identified as King Arthur's Table by Rory Te Tigo (see MM10
p.7) has a- possible alignment. When sleeping on the Table at Midsummer
Sclstice this year, Rory observed that the sun rose over Chapel Carn Brea
with a foreground marker of Sennen Church, indicating that the church may
have been built on the site of a much earlier megalith.

3
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PAGANISM & CHRISTIANITY AT THE INTERFACE - 1

CASSANDRA THE WITCH HAS A SPELL IN HOSPITAL!
FROM THE DAILY EXPRESS MAaY 1sT 1996

!
Hospital
chaplain  Cassandra
Latham is a welcome
sight as she tours
the wards, offering =
comfort to the sick
and dying. She has
a portable altar in
her briefcase and a
BT pager so she can
be contacted day or
night. But on her
lapel she wears a
brooch which gives s . I i
the first hint that || il T

she is a very different sort of pnest it is a pewter representatwn of a
witch. And that's just what 46 year old Cassandra is - high priestess of a
coven and Britain's first pagan hospital chaplain. Her appointment is, as she
says, ''a sign of the times'" - under the Patient's Charter people of all
religions are entitled to comfort from their own priests. And that includes
those like Cassandra.

o e

She spoke in her tiny cottage in the village of St.Buryan almost within
sight of Lands End (sic). In the background a tape of New Age harps and
ethereal voices played. There was even a small cauldron by the open fire.
"I am a trained nurse and counsellor and for the past 13 years I have been
a priestess of Wicca - basically I am a witch", said divorcee Cassandra. 'l
took advantage of the Patient's Charter and sent my CV to the Rev. Derek
Holland, who runs the chaplaincy service at Treliske., He was very
sympathetic and in January 1 was officially appointed to tend to the
spiritual needs of pagan patients.'" She added: '"There is a strong pagan
community in Comwall but a lot of them prefer to keep their beliefs private
— it wasn't so long ago they were burning us at the stake, remember. But
we are not devil worshippers. That was something laid at our door by the
early Christians to descredit the old religions. We worship the spirits of
nature - our god is known as the Green Man or Herne the Hunter."

Of her hospital duties she said: "If a pagan patient needs spiritual
comforting then 1 perform the necessary rituals. We do have a sort of Last
Rites invoking the goddess for the joumey to the other side - we call it
Tir na n'Og." Cassandra opened her black briefcase to reveal a green altar
cloth decorated with the five points of the pentangle, two candlesticks and
a small silver ceremonial knife. "I can take this anywhere with me and
perform some simple rites to comfort the sick.'" She added: "I'm glad
religious tolerance has been extended to pagans and the hospital can be
proud that it is the first to do so." The Royal Cornwall Hospitals Trust
said: "Under the charter we have an obligation to meet the religious needs
of all patients. The appointment is voluntary and unpaid."
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PAGAN priestess Cassandra Latham, who last
week made hospital history when her name was
placed on an official register of hospital chap-
lains, is now a nationwide household name!

For following an exclusive interview in The
Cornishman, Cassandra’s unusual life and work
as a priestess and Wiccan witch, and the adding
of her name to a list of contacts for Pagan
patients needing a chaplain, caught the imagi-,
nation of the nation.

Cassandra, who lives at St. Buryan, now has
appointments to appear on nationally-screened
television programmes, such as the Richard and
Judy morning show on Granada TV.

And since the report in The Cornishman, she
has been featured on Westcountry Television
and in many of the nation’s daily newspapers.

“I am very surprised at the interest that has
been generated by The Cornishman’s report,”
said Cassandra.

“I thought | was just letting local Pagan peo-
ple know that if they became a patient in any of
the Royal Cornwall Hospitals, then they could
ask for a Pagari priestess to visit them.

The Rev. Derek Hollands, senior chaplain at
the Royal Cornwall Hospitals Trust, said that
Cassandra was not functioning as a chaplain.

“She was nominated as the Cornish repre-
sentative of the Pagan Federation,” he said. “Miss
Latham is not employed as a paid or volunteer
chaplain for the Royal Cornwall Hospitals Trust,
but will be used simply as a referral agency for
patients if requested.”

Cassandra, who is a qualified nurse and coun-
sellor, said she was looking forward to minister-
ing to Pagan patients at West Cornwall Hospital
at Penzance, and at Treliske and City Hospitals.

“I'm here to help people and this will be a way
of recognising the needs of Pagans who are sick, .
dying or bereaved,” said Cassandra.

meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

reaved. Even non-Christian religious
leaders regard this approach as the
relativising and trivialising of religion.

As Christians, we recognise that we
live in a pluralist society, but at the
same time we wish to affirm the dis-
tinctiveness of the Christian Faith,
with its message of redemption and
reconciliation, which brings hope to
the sick, the dying and the bereaved.

Christianity is the one religion
which, historically, has spelt the death
knell to paganism in all its shades and
all its forms.

The greatest good that we can do
for the people and patients of our
post-modern society is to maintain our
Christian beliefs, and address them at
the point of their deepest need.

215196

FROM: Debbie Jones, 2 South Place Folly,
Penzance.

Sir -1was interested to read in your pages of the ap-
pointment of a pagan as spiritual adviser to patients’
at Treliske Hospital.

Ms Latham is clearly well qualified to undertake
this role and it must be of comfort to many pagans to
realise they are represented within the community.

As Ms Latham correctly observes, paganism pre-
ceded Christianity and other major world religions. In
his reply Rev. Roberts reveals a curious paradox: that
whilst Christianity almost obliterated paganism, that
same bellef system now enjoys a “res ce”.

I do not accept his view that hospital patients
should be confined to the attentions of one religious
representative. I do believe in a multifaith approach
to patient care and ! applaud Treliske Hospital for
considering the needs of all their patients. Let's have
more tolerance for others and allow individuals to
make their own choices.

From: Rev. H.W. Roberts, BSc., 13
Castle Road, Penzance, TR18 2AX.

Sir - The appointment of a pagan
priestess as chaplain at West Cornwall
and Treliske Hospitals, is but another
indication of the loss of a Christian
consensus in our national life, and the
consequent resurgence of paganism.
¥ The aslenior chapla(lil";f at greliske

lospital appears to defend this ap-
Bointment. on the basis that The

atient's Charter' says we have to care
for the cultural and religious well-be-
ing of our patients and that is what we
are attempting to do.

I doubt whether the religious inter-
ests of patients are truly served by a
multiHaith approach to patient care,
especially to the sick, dying or be-

FROM: lrn. B. Hosking, 26 Trelawney Estate,

Sir - Trust a Reverend to squawk about a Pagan

priestess being allowed to minister to her flock!

goul;i there possibly be an element of self-interest
ere?

Paganism was a religion long before Christianity
and was ruthlessly suppressed by the church, but it
never completely died out. Its recent resurgence
shows the amount of disillusionment many people
feel about the church today, feeling that its main mis-
sion is no longer to “save souls” but to squeeze the
las;,f)osslble penny from its followers.

ay | remind Rev. W. H. Roberts that in this coun-
try we pride ourselves on our freedom of worship.
Live and let live, I say, and if someone wants to be a
Pagan - or a Sikh, or a Muslim, then that is their busi-
ness and they have a right to be ministered to in the
religion of their choice.

5



MEYN MAMVRO | 31 | Autumn-Winter 1996

PAGANIS CHRIST
GOLOWAN'S

TY AT T
"PAGAN' SYMBOL

meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

TERFACE -

MORE Padstow than Helston and plainl paglan by ori-

tgx;l’ Penzance ended its Golowan Festival wi

a colour-

and exuberant Mazey Day celebration on Saturday.
The town centre was closed to traffic and the main street
was lined with home-made banners for the climax of almost a
fortnight of high-spirited festivities.

The festival was originallj{l one of the oldestin Cornwall, but a cen-

tury ago Penzance’s counc
ment and put an end to it. -

ors de_cl_ded: it involved too much merri-

It was revived only six years ago, but'already it has succ¢eeded in es-
tablishing itself and creating its own reputation for fun and frivolity.

According to Geoff Nicholas,

‘midsummer Feast of St John, w.

Penzance more than 500 years ago.
He described present da

one of the-organisers, Golowan, the
as recorded in.the earliest history of

Golowan as a unique community festival,

combining the mystery and magic of Cornish tradition with the music

and cultures of performers n'om_

Theatre, whoseé symbols ' of of-
fice are a crab necklace and a
cabbage stick.

over the world.

One of its main characters is .the
year was David White, the adm

‘Lord of Misrule’, who again this

inistrator of Penzance’s Acorn

20/6/96
WHILST praising the Golowan
Festival for putting Penzance on
the map a Heamoor woman is
concerned ‘about one of its
banners.

Commenting on the one showing
three skulls on a dark background which
is strung across the bottom of
Causewayhead, Dorothy Pentreath says:
“It seems to me most inappropriate to

‘have a banner in the centre of the town
displaying what appears to be a Pagan
symbol, celebrating what is called a:
Christian Festival - the Feast of St. John
or ‘Golowan’ as it is now called by the or-
ganisers.” .

She says she does not want to put the
festival down but dislikes the “new age
slant”, d

“I'was born and bred here and it was"
a r%ilned and thriving market town,” she:
said. ;

“Ido hope that in future more care will
be taken over what is displayed on the
streets of Penzance, so that neither the
visitors nor the locals'gain the wrong
impression about our town.?

Last year when Mrs. Pentreath, com-

lained someone from the.Golowan of-
ice told her the banner represented a
horse, - the Penzance 'obby 'oss.

“Has anyone every heard of this be-
fore?” she asked. “If it does In fact repre-
sent a horse why not display a horse and
not three skulls?”

However, festival administrator,
Stephen Hall, has strongly defended the
banner. :

“The history of the Penzance 'obb
'oss Is surrounded in mystery,” he said.
“But it was an important symbol of the
sacredness of the horse to Celtic people-
for thousands of years.”

And he said there were documents in
a Naval Museum in Madrid referring to a.
“white horse” which was found in Paul

~Church during the Spanish invasion,

“which had been kept there throughout
- the year and brought out at midsummer
and midwinter.

*".Mr. Hall wondered if the Christian sym-
bol of St. John the Baptist's severed head

.on a platter may cause more offence to

more people but was accepted because
of Its perceived Christian origins.
“Golowan represents the history of
the Celtic community of Penwith in
which we pay as much respect to the
past as we do the present,” he said.
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PAGANISM & CHRISTIANITY AT THE INTERFACE - 3

JEIRD

MEMBERS of Penwith’s
Pagan community fear that
one of their holiest sites
might have been purpose-
ly “desecrated” over the
weekend.

Local people, who make regular
pilgrimages to Sancreed Holy Well,
reported this week that many of
the branches of the “spirit tree,”
where worshippers and people
seeking healing hang items of
cloth, have been cut off.

Barry and Kate Reilly of Rose
Valley, Sancreed, said that they
were “completely shocked and up-
set” when they discovered that
someone had cut the branches off
the tree next to the ancient well,
discarding the “offerings” tied to
them.

“If somebody has done this be-
cause they do not like our beliefs,
then it is very upsetting indeed,”
said Mrs. Reilly.

“This is a very ancient site,
which those of us who are Pagans
or Druids, consider to be a holy
place of pilgrimage and healing.”

She said that people who be-
lieve that the well has healing en-
ergies, hang offerings on the tree
that “stands guard” over the well
in the hope of getting better.

“I have hung cloth on the tree
given e by people who are very
ill with cancer,” said Mrs. Reilly.

“Itis very upsetting to see these
now taken off the tree and left in
a pile on the ground. A little teddy
bear left there by a child has also
been taken off the tree and dis-

carded. It is very upsetting indeed

to those of us who believe this is a
holy site.”

Mr. Reilly said that he under-
stood that some people may con-
sider the little pieces of cloth tied
to the tree as “messy” but said that
removing them was as bad as
someone going into a church and
taking the candles that people had
lit while praying.

“We are not a lot of weirdos.
Pagans do not have churches or
buildings, but believe that the
earth is sacred and sites like
Sancreed Well are our holy places,”
he said.

SANCREED WELL
CLOUTIES REMOVED

Mr. Reilly said it was possible
that someone locally might have
been trying to tidy the area, but
that it appeared little regard had
been given to the “offerings” left
there on behalf of ill people.

“People have been leaving

offerings at the well since pre- § {

Christian Celtic times. It is very sad
indeed if the branches have been
cut off the tree because someone
has decided to impose their reli-
gious beliefs over ours,” said Mr.
Reilly.

12/8/9¢

THE church warden at
Sancreed Parish
Church has added his
condemnation of the
people responsible for
“desecrating” Sancreed
Holy Well.

But Mr. William John
Thomas said that local peo-
ple were “fed up” with the

“goings-on” at the well, and
upset that it was the target
of adverse attention.

His comments came fol-
lowing a report in The
Cornishman in which local
Pagans condemned the cut-
ting and burning of pieces of
cloth known as “clouties”
which were hung on a tree
next to the well in the belief
that the well has healing
qualities. -

“The well is owned by the
vicar and churchwardens of

Sancreed Parish Church and
is the site of the first church
in the village, built by St.
Creeden,” he said.
Goings-on

“People started hanging
rags on the tree next to the
well about four years ago
and there have been some
strange goings-on there at
night.”

He said that nobody in the
church wanted to prevent
people from visiting the well,

7

but that local people did be-
come upset when it was mis-
used.

“One day somebody
painted ‘Satan is God' on a
wall near the well and we
had to go up and paint over
it,” said Mr. Thomas.

“On another occasion
items of clothing, including
underwear, were left there
and had to be cleared away.”

He said that the well was
gaining in popularity with vis-
itors and now appears in
tourist books.

“We are not against peo-
ple visiting the well. This
week a coachload of
German holidaymakers were
up there,” said Mr. Thomas.

“But we are against peo-
ple abusing it. We have
cleared some of the rags off
the tree in the past, but peo-
ple should not be going up
there cutting branches off
trees or making bonfires.”

He said local Christians
hold a service of Holy

Communion at the well
every summer, where there
are still the ruins of a 6th cen-
tury oratory.

Pagans, who believe that
Sancreed Holy Well is an an-
cient pre-Christian site of
healing, hang offerings on the
“spirit tree” next to the well,
which are taken from cloth-
ing worn by ill people.

Last week they were hor-
rified to find that the branch-
es containing the “clouties”
had been cut off and burned.
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In seanrch of cornwall's boly wells-4

For the fourth journey in search of Cornwall's holy wells Caeia
March and Cheryl Straffon went to the area south of the A38 in south-
east Cornwall.

From Liskeard the B3254 winds its way towards the coast at Looe, but
on the way passes two beautiful wells. The first is the holy well of
ST.KEYNE (SW248 603) which stands a mile south of the church at a quiet
crossroads. In fact we nearly drove past it before we realised we were
there, as it nestles in a little sunken dip beside the road. It was restored
in 1932 and the legend of the well is inscribed on a stone beside the
building, The legend states that whoever of a newly-married couple first
drinks from the well shall be pre-eminent in the marriage. One man
hastened there from the church but was outwitted by his wife who had
taken a bottle of the water to the church with her! We both drank from the
water at the same time just to be on the safe side!

St.Keyne was one i @i % €

of the 26 children of
Brychan, King of |
Brecon in Wales, and
her legend links her
to snakes whom she
turned to stone, and
whose shapes can still
be seen in a nearby
quarry. The snake |
connection hints at &
the pre—-Christian
siting of the well,
which is far from the
nearest church, 1 o By 1 iy ;
, Another indication of the pagan nature of the site are the trees that
originally stood there: an oak and elm beside the well, an ash behind, and
a willow from the bank above, all of which were thought to have sprung
from one root. Now the trees are no more, but the well is still a lovely and
interesting place. ,

From St.Keynes well we drove a couple of miles south-west to DULOE,
home of the beautiful stone circle made of quartz. Less well-known, but
equally as beautiful is the well of St.Cuby (SW241 579), about % mile
further SE on the B3254. Once again you could flash past the well without
knowing it was there, and, once located, it is necessary to park some
distance away and walk to it. Although it lies next to the road, there is a
paved way leading into the well building and inside it is very still. There is
a porch with an arch with stone benches leading through a second arch down
a step into the well. These seats inside provided the opportunity for us to
sit and contemplate the contrast between the traffic outside roaring its way
to the coast and the gentle energzises still felt inside the cool interior.
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Originally there was a
granite bowl inside the well
inscribed with figures of a
dolphin and griffins, and a legend
said that misfortune would attend
upon anyone who removed it.
Several tried, with adverse
results, until it was finally
removed to the church where it
now resides. History does not
record whether this has caused
the church bad luck or no!

St.Cuby was related to
St.Non, whose well lies about 2
miles to the SW near the village
of PELYNT. The well however is in
a remote setting in the valley of
the West Looe river. A quiet
back-road from Sowden's Bridge
winds its way up the valley, and
on a sharp left~hand bend a
private road leads to Hobb Park.
Just inside the gate, several
stone steps lead down to an
incredibly steep valley-side,
grazed only by sheep and a few
horses, and several yards along is
the well (SW224 564) in a wooden
fence surround, whose gate had
unfortunately  broken, allowing
sheep to wander freely inside.
The well itself could do with some
preservation, but is evidently still
visited, for we found some
offerings inside of coloured pieces
of stone. It is a good idea to
leave an offering for legend says
that anyone who does not leave
some money or an offering will be 4
followed home by the piskies in e
the shape of Sm);].l flying moths, Pelynt Well
embodying the spirits of the dead. The well is guarded by an elf who gives
health and good fortune to those who are reverent but enduring misfortune
to desecrators. We were suitably reverent and cleared up some of the
corregated iron and brambles around. Inside the well is a stone bowl, and
legend says that when a farmer removed it, it twice found its way back to
the well. On the third occasion the farmer lost his wits, was struck dumb,
and the oxen who pulled the bowl died, a legend incidently that also relates
to the well at nearby Duloe. Truly a well of elementals! We bade them
goodbye, then sat in the sun outside on the side of the valley for a while
soaking up the atmosphere of this peaceful and remote setting. :

9




MEYN MAMVRO | 31 | Autumn-Winter 1996 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

Then it was a drive westwards along back lanes and around the creeks
of the River Fowey to Loswithiel. South from here towards Fowey there is
ST.SAMSONS WELL at Golant (SW121 551), a small stone building beside the
church overlooking the creek. And a couple of miles westwards at LANLIVERY
is the holy well of St.Bryvyth (SWO078 590). Here a surprise was to be
found, for all the books on the wells dismiss it as overgrown and difficult
to find and scarcely worth the trouble. However it proved to be a delightful
and most magical place. Beside the Crown Inn, a public footpath to Luxulyan
runs through some overhanging trees and beside a camping field on the left.
Just before the camp site another branch on the left goes through a garden
where someone has made a hedge maze, a suitable introduction to the
journey to the well. Through the gate, there is a circular path that runs
round a marsh, and the well can be found either by going straight ahead
and following the path across a walkway and a bridge, or by tuming right
back towards the camp site and then bearing left. The well lies in a corner
next to the path in a beautiful setting beneath mosses and curving branches
of trees. A stone building encloses the water and a pretty stream runs
alongside. What made the visit even more special on the day we were there
was that the well was adorned with boquets and posies of flowers,
together with a g s ] Nt 1
candle still burning
beside the entrance.
There had been a
wedding the day
before, and the
bride and groom had
come here after—
wards for a pagan
blessing. The
atmosphere was full
of love and peace,
and we connected
deeply  with the
magic of the place.

y X

We felt we had come full circle, from the well at St.Keyne with its
legend of mastery in marriage, to the well at Lanlivery where a pagan
blessing had been given to two newly-wed people who wished to pay respect
to the spirit of Mother Earth and the Goddess. Back on to the footpath, it
was about a 2 mile walk to the neighbouring village of LUXULYAN which also
possesses a holy well (SW054 580). This one was very different to the dark
and secretive well of Lanlivery, being a tall 15th century stone well-
building in an enclosure by some cottages beside the road. This well,
dedicated to St.Cyors, had been recently restored and was beautifully looked
after, surrounded by baskets of flowers and a manicured garden. But it felt
more like a garden of remembrance than the dark powerful earthy well we
had just come from at Lanlivery.

The day was coming to an end as we walked back to the car. It had
been one of many delights and surprises. We had encountered legends and
stories, elementals and fairy folk, and hidden and public wells of great
beauty and peace. The wells had felt alive and still able to bestow
blessings to those who took the trouble to go and visit them.
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