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Grateful thanks to Barry Millard for front cover drawings and artistic headings,
Monica Sjo& for artwork on pages 18 & 27, Ian Cooke for drawing on p19, & Glen
Leon for drawing on p22. All articies copyright Meyn Mamvro: or the authors and
may not be reproduced without permission. Contributions are welcome and should be

sent to:- Cheryl Straffon, 51 Cam Bosavern, St Just, Penzance, Cornwall TR19 7QX.

Thanks also to all our readers and subscribers who have made all‘previous editions
of Meyn Mamvro sell-outs: we have even had to do reprints on occasions! A new
series of MM booklets on Cornish sites will be published next year - details shortly.
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Stones of our Motherland

EARTH ENERGIES * ANCIENT STONES * SACRED SITES * PAGANISM * LEYPATHS
CORNISHPRE-HISTORY & CULTURE * MEGALITHICMYSTERIES* LECENDS & FOLKLORE

Midsummer celebrations were revived in Penzance this summer with Mazey
Day, under the auspices of Steve Hall and the Peninsular Project. In the early
stages of planning, there was some criticism that "Mazey Day'" was an invention,
but in fact it was soundly based on the celebrations which only died out in the
early years of this century. These celebrations included blazing tar-barrels,
bonfires, and a serpent-like dance through the streets, all remnants of the old
pagan midsummer solstice ritual. This dance, known as ''thread the needle", was
revived, and it must have got close to the original feel of the day's celebrations,
as witness the letter to "The Cornishman' from one disturbed Penzance resident,
Mrs Gillian Bailey: "I was appalled at the grotesque sight of the 'monster' serpent
on sticks and the boom boom of the drum... I can tell you we have not moved one
inch from the Old Testament times. What has the country turned into? I think
somecne should stand and denounce this paganism'!

There was an interesting (anonymous) reply to this in the following week's
paper: "Why do those with so—called 'Christian' values feel the need to denounce a
day of genuine celebration of summer and the fertility of the Earth? As the
weather becomes warmer and the plant world blossoms in May, the Helston Flora is
danced to celebrate the promise of fertility. Similarly, Mazey Day in Midsummer
celebrates a .time when life and light are abundant, and the serpent energies are
at their peak. For those of us who follow the Old Ways this is a time which is
very important in the yearly cycle. Over many years numerous misconceptions,
distortions and untruths about Paganism have been propogated by the media: it is
not anti-Christian as Mrs Bailey implies. Pagans revere the sanctity of the Earth,
its peoples and other life forms, with a love for, and kinship with nature, rather
than the more customary attitude of agression and domination over nature. We
revere the life force and its ever-renewing cycles of life and death, with a strong
sense of guardianship of the Earth as well as ecological awareness. There are. many
paths to communion with the Divine - ours is a positive morality with each
individual taking responsibility for their own actions and living in harmony with
the outer world. So if a celebration such as Mazey Day is a step backwards to the
old ways and values, then perhaps the world may become a better place. Anyone
looking for a more meaningful philosophy to life and wishing to learn more about
Paganism could contact The Pagan Federation, BM Box 7097, London WCIN 3XX."

The same Letters Page also contained one from Kevin & Ingrid Carlyon
asking for feedback on "historical witchcraft and modern practises" for their new
book, and pointing out that such activities feature very strongly in Comwall,
including their own group The Covenant of Earth Magic, who perform "healing and
fertility rituals to-heal the Earth'. All this must have given a positive image. of a
thriving pagan community here, as indeed there is. This summer has seen festival
celebrations at Harmony Pottery with bonfires, musicians and circle and spiral
dancing, new Womens Groups and ritual magic groups have been starting up, there
have been excellent meditation and mask workshops, and local groups who follow
the: Old Religion continue to practise their faith at the ancient and sacred sites.
None of this is in conflict with other beliefs, but neither is it hiding away now!
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The Cornish Earth Mysteries Group had a number of field meetings this

year, at Tregeseal circle, the Nine Maidens circle at Boskednan, Boscawen-un

circle, and the Merry Maidens circle. A report on the first two meetings at
Tregeseal and Boskednan are given by ANDY NORFOLK.

The first meeting began for a few at Tregeseal circle at dawn on Sun April
28th when the Beltane sunrise over Boswens menhir was eagerly awaited. It was
probably no real surprise that it was too misty to see this at all. These ancient
astronomers had remarkable patience - or perhaps much clearer weather.

More people arrived at about llo'clock, and Cheryl Straffon gave a brief
summary of what is known about the surviving stone circle, Tregeseal East, and its
near neighbours (see MM nos 1, 2, 4 & 5). Helen Woodley's .subtle matching of
stones to the horizon and indication of Boswens menhir was looked for and found.
Does the ley featured in MMI1 cross the circle on the line indicated by this subtle
positioning? Alas, we do not have sufficiently accurate grid references for the
positions of these sites to calculate this. (Surveyor required!). The circle was
checked by Paul Devereux and others with the magnetometer previously used on the
Dragon Project. No really significant results were obtained although the stones
were slightly below the background levels and so was a point near the centre of

the circle. We got no results at all with V]
an ultrasound monitor - there have O -

o B 3 P A S
been no significant readings anywhere \ =
else now for some time. . * N\

Meanwhile the circle was dowsed,

N
®
Z
s
B
- \

initially for underground water. There =~ /p® o .. __. R 2=
appear to be six underground streams "‘Z"V/V/ A/K‘ - s B
weaving through the circle and meeting 4 é 2
at a point slightly off the geometric 4 S~ \ »
centre. This was where the slightly low 4 y L N
magnotometer reading was taken. No /4-/ N “\ L4
grids, Maltese crosses, or pentagrams o7 8 P
were dowsed! 0 P
Discussion at lunch centered on 0 »

legends and possible earth-light

sightings on Carn Kenidjack. Then most ———> L&Y l___]—ﬁ\
people went to explore the holed stones —— "> =WATER LNE [ L T,
and dowsed their' original positions.

Finally, the position of the lost central TREGESEAL EAST CIRCLE
(west) circle was dowsed, and nineteen (AFTIR. TOHN BARNATT —WITH ADDITIONS)
possible sites of stones found, but s 1: To NINE MAIDENS ~ BOSELDNAN
unfortunately 'these did not exactly "% 110 moswens uEnHR EX.

4 : AN QuoIT EXT.
match what is shown on early maps. 9 © 2% To TRALZA Stour & N.R. PIPER.
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The second meeting on Sunday May
19th was at the Nine Maidens. There were
no astronomical events needing an early
start which was just as well as there was
thick fog. The main mystery of the day was
how people found the circle at all in the
murk! At llam there were only 3 there but
several others loomed through the mist
later guided by the voices of those already
there! It was not a day for observing
alignments! The stones were all checked for
magnetism but there were no deflections of
a compass at all. The site was dowsed for
water and again six curving lines were
found meeting at a point just offset from
the geometrical centre of the circle.

At this point two more of the group
appeared out of the fog. The energy centre
of the circle was dowsed for and found and
49 radial energy lines coming from it were
counted. Soon after, the number of radials
was 51. Within a short time the dowser in
question decided this wasn't the real
energy centre and found a new one and
again counted radial lines. Later another

meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

NUMBREED IN - ‘
ORDER OF POWS!
\/
L. NATER LINRS e
4#’\ PITS AND MounDs N U
VL FROM  MINERAL

—_— BN o - om

BOSKEDNAN NINE MAIDENS

(AFTRE JOHN BARNATT = WITH ADDITIONS)

possible energy centre was found. Tom

Graves' article in "The Ley Hunter 113" made many good points about the mare's
nests waiting to trap the unwary dowser. We talked for over an hour about
dowsing and how difficult it was to be sure of what was being found and the
necessity of finding some way of corroborating results.

Earth-lights were also discussed and one of our number said he saw several
as we chatted. It is interesting that so many reports talk about lights soft neon-
light colours. After a brief lunch break we left the circle to brood quietly on its
own without further disturbance.

Our first two expeditions
to sites to carry out monit—
oring and measurements did
not produce any dramatic and
verifiable discoveries, but they
have been interesting and
lively outings, and . the
probability of making useful
discoveries is surely increased
by  gathering  the Earth
Mysteries Group at these
ancient sites. We all have a
lot to learn from each other
and of course the Cornish
landscape.

Dowsing at Tregeseal circle

Reports of further meetings will appear will appear in future "Meyn Mamvros'
The CEMG may be contacted through Andy on 0209-211364(day) or 831519(even),
or by writing to David & Dorothy Haynes, Heather Farm, Pendeen, Penzance.
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NEWS FROM TINTAGEL

; The Tintagel dig in Spring this
year (following on from last year -see
MM13 p4-5) has thrown up some
fascinating findings. Excavation director
Jackie Nowakowski said of the site: "I
think it's a  very significant place,
certainly in terms of the earthworks in
the old part of the churchyard where
the excavation took place. They are
quite unique for Cornwall and the
south-west, and this is the first
scientific excavation that has taken
place in Cornwall of a 5th-6thC AD site.
Professor Charles Thomas points out that the suggestwn by Rlchard Seddon in MM15
p20 that the headland was occupied in the 2nd-3rdC AD cannot be true - ''given
some 7000 finds I think we would by now have the prehistoric evidence if it
existed." The reality is that the headland and churchyard were first occupied in
the 5th-6thC, the burial ground of the people who lived on Tintagel island, with
subsequent layers of occupation - a complicated multi-phase multi-period site.

Early Christian slate graves have been found and it is thought that the stone
standing in the churchyard (photo above) was a marker stone for one of the graves
- perhaps a continuation of use from the Bronze Age?

One of the most interesting finds to come from this year's excavation in the
churchyard were thin pieces of slate, similar to those discovered during excavation
of Tintagel Castle (see MM9 p3). Those included a hunter and a horned deer, while
these seem to show a bird with a thin beak (sea eagle?) and a leatherback turtle.
The excavation team believe these to have been ''workmens' doodles', but they
could just as easily have been sacred totem animals and birds held in respect at
the site (such as at Ibister on Orkney, known as the Tomb of the Sea-Eagles).
There were also carvings of a Nine Men's Morris design, a motif also found on the
Tintagel headland slates, an ancient symbol that probably dates back to the Bronze
Age, and has been found carved as a protective sigil on tombstones in Worksop and
the Isle of Man [see "Games of the Gods" by Nigel Pennick pl66-74]. Finally, there
was a circle divided into 8 segments, which could have been a representation of
the pagan Wheel of the Year, the great seasonal cycle of our forebears. A report
of the excavations will be published shortly.

e+« AND BOSCASTLE

Just up the road from Tintagel, MM has
learned that the Witchcraft Museum at Boscastle is
to be closed by owner Cecil Williamson, who now FOR
intends to dispose of his priceless witchcraft -
relics, library and data files, and to concentrate SR Lt
on writing his autobiography. Apparently the
Museum artifacts (many of which originally came -
from a collection by Gerald Gardner on the Isle of WITCH CRAFT

Man) form only a part of a larger collection, most
of which are held in 'various storage places in M U~9 E‘J M
the U.S.A". Mr Williamson believes that his

lifetime of research into the occult is his SEEDCORN EXTRA!
"seedcorn' and "will not be given away for free'. )

4
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CROP CIRCLE NEWS

Following on from the crop circles that appeared near Callington in
September 1990 (see MM14), this season has given rise to some more interesting
appearances in Cornwall, one of which was a circle near Newquay, and the other a
very strange happening at Carharrack.

N

Firstly, the circle at Tebelzue 7‘ TRAM) | Lines
farm near Newquay (SW633  833) ve
appeared overnight on May 1l4th in a SLofE

field on a valley slope facing south.

]

It was first noticed in the morning by N
Mr Malcolm, proprietor of the Trevel-
gue Hotel who was driving along the
coast road at the time. Charles A y
Thomas, who has investigated it thinks \
there is perhaps a 60% likelihood of

D

it being genuine, and says: ""The field

has been crop sprayed and the circle footT A
appears to overlie two sets of tram- maRk
lines. The outer circle, estimated c.6oft

diameter about 60ft is very thin but
appears regular. The inner circle is a flattened disc, estimated diameter 30 to 40
ft. Someone has walked across the circle as shown, but since Mr Malcolm rang BBC
Radio Cornwall on 14 May and an inconspicuous news item was put out, this may be
a trespasser. The cereal at the time stood about 24in high, with the outer edge
sharp, although the central area is not wholly flat."

\/l ¢ Soft l The second 'crop mark' appeared in the

-—— — early hours of June 23rd, and this was unusual

i o in that whatever made it was actually seen.
o Retired captain Mike King, on holiday from
(:} Yorkshire, was out in a field near Carharrack (SW
Rock 726 412) at about 7.45 am, when he saw an
oval-shaped ''non-metallic object like a gas bag'
some 25ft in diameter taking off in the direction
of St Agnes Beacon. He also heard a whistling
whining sound. He was considerably shaken, and
3¢ called on farmer Eddy Richards, whose field it
Jown was. Together they revisited the site and saw
SLoPE patterns of flattened corn in the field, which
were still there when MM visited the site a few
|4 days. later (left). MM later learnt that at the
N — same time a woman in her car a short distance

D> = DiREcTION OF away saw the whole interior of the car go black

FLATTENED CoRN "as if something large were passing over it".

cisoft

There is a rather sinister twist to the tale. A Ministry of Defence man also
visited the site and spoke to Eddy Richards about Cpt King's sighting. Subsequently
when MM tried to contact Mike King, we were told he had been 'unexpectedly
posted abroad and was not expected to return", a fact that much surprised- Eddy
Richards who said that Cpt King was happily retired in Yorkshire and had no
intention of leaving this country. Whatever caused these strange crop marks, which
may or may not be related to corn circle appearances, evidently also had the
power to make the principal witness disappear! If anyone can shed more light on
this enigmatic 'earth mystery' or has any other information, please contact MM.

5
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J Recent studies in pre-history by a number of
researchers' have radically altered our view of
the kind of societies existing in the old European Neolithic cultures
of 9000-3000 BCE approx. Archaeological and art-historical evidence
all seems to point to the societies being for the most part matrifocal:
that is, Woman-orientated and Goddess-worshipping. "It is difficult to
grasp the immensity and significance of the extreme reverence paid to
the Goddess over a period of..seven thousand years and over miles of
land, cutting across national boundaries and vast expanses of sea".2
Evidence of the customs, rituals, prayers, symbolism of myths, as well
as remains of temple sites and statues all seem to point to a society
that held the Goddess in awe and reverence and was, by and large,
peace-loving, co-operative and sharing in its structure, rather than
the patriarchy of control and domination which replaced it. Reinne
Eisler says of it: "Here the supreme power governing the universe is
a divine Mother who gives her people life, provides them with
material and spiritual nurturance, and who even in death can be
counted on to take her children back into her cosmic womb".

This kind of society provided a model of peaceful co-existence
between men and women in different sections of the community, and
continued for thousands of years throughout Old Europe until it was
systematically overun by waves of Indo-European invaders. And yet in
places it lingered on until very late, or pockets of the old ways were
assimilated but never quite eradicated. The Mionian civiliosation of
Crete was one such place, and 1 have suggested elsewhere’ that the
island of Lesbos also retained traces of a pre-Hellinic Mother worship.
In the British Isles there is some evidence for such Goddess-worship
in the tomb art of the Boyne Valley & Newgrange in Ireland, in the
landscape features around Callanish in Scotland, and at Silbury Hill in
Wiltshire. Hitherto, there has been little evidence in the sites or
legends of Cornwall, but 1 believe there are tantalising hints that a
small isolated community, who probably emigrated from West Penwith
no earlier than 2000BC, kept the memory of the Goddess alive in the
v "blessed isles" of the Scillies long after the "

:i l : traditions had died out on the mainland.
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Some of the evidence for this is that the prehistoric society on the Scillies
that we can best piece together seems to be of an egalitarian, settled and peace-
loving community. Charles Thomas° points out that in Scilly there is an apparent
absence of major ritual monuments inspired by any form of central power or
authority, and Ashbee® comments that the lack of any such ‘'hierarchy-betraying'
monuments indicates no dominating social or political centre. This is directly in line
with Eisler's definition of Goddess-societies: '‘What is notable in these Neolithic
Goddess-worshipping societies is the absence of lavish 'chieftan' burials.. and a
striking absence of images of male domination and warfare." Indeed, all the
evidence on Scilly points to this co-operative social structure: 'There are no signs
of anything approaching a hierarchy of places, no basis for inferring centralising
tendencies, neither monuments nor finds point to an emergence of chieftaincy, and
(for that matter) one can detect no trace in Scilly .of any internally-generated
social hierard1y."5 Such a society is rare in Britain in the late Neolithic and early
Bronze Age, and one that seems to reflect not a hierarchy of ruler and ruled,
overlords and ordinary people, but rather a social order in which women and men,
and one family group and another, worked together in equal partnership for the
common good.

This was expressed particularly in the building of the many chambered cairns
which could not have been merely burial places for the dead. Instead they were
places more for connection with the Earth Mother and worship of the Goddess. '"The
chambered cairns are sacred spaces; access to their interior... alone permitted a
ritual communion with the ancestors."S This communion was for the purpose of
maintaining the fertility of the soil, and wherever such 'sympathetic magic' takes
place in prehistoric societies, almost inevitably it is a Grain Protectress or Goddess
who is the focus of all such agricultural rituals to ensure prosperity for the soil
and its crops.7

Most of the remains found from
excavations in the Scillies seem to re-
inforce this interpretation. Domestic
animals were kept, cattle were reared,
and cereals were cultivated (a consid-
erable number of querns have been
found and corn-drying ovens identified
on Tedn and Halangy Down). All these
activities are indicative of a settled,
peaceful, non-hierarchical society in
which women probably played a leading
role. Bracelets, beads, a quartz
pendant, and a greenstone axe (symbol
of the Goddess) have also been found,
many in sacred tombs, and may well
have been given as offerings to the
Goddess herself.

Brboch from Nornour collection i

* * * * ¥*
1 For example, Marija Gimbutas - "The Goddesses and Gods of 01d Europe" (1974/82) & The
Language of the Goddess (1989); Eleanor Gadon - "The Once and Future Goddess" (1990), etc.
2 Merlin Stone - "The Paradise Papers" (1976)
3 Reinne Eisler - "The Chalice and the Blade" (1987)
4 Cheryl Straffon - "Lesbos: an unknown pagan island" (The Cauldron, no.58: Autumn 1990)
5 Charles Thomas - "Explorations of a Drowned Landscape" (1985)
6 Paul Ashbee - "Ancient Scilly" (1974)
7 For further information see Pamela Berger _ “"The Goddess Obscured" (1988)
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As well as this circumstantial evidence, do we have
any direct indication that Scilly was a Goddess-worshipping
culture? Indeed we do. The evidence lies on the small
uninhabited island of Nornour. Here a settlement has been
found which may have lasted many -thousands of years from
the earliest settlement of Scilly right up through the Celtic
Iron Age into Roman times. It is from this Roman period
that -the most exciting finds come. These: include - a
collection of "clay figurines amongst which were Venus
goddesses and mother-nurturing goddesses (see drawing for
example). These are a truly startling find, and one that
even Paul Ashbee describes as having a votive character
that indicates a cult site. In_an. insight, not usually
apparent from the archaeological establishment, he suggests
that the three prominent peaks or carns of Nornour might
well be significant - 'their distinctive triple character,
which sets them apart from others, might have " influenced
the siting of a shrine at this spot at a time when the
Eastern Isles were a part of the remaining land mass.' It
is well known from places like Callanish in Scotland and the
Paps of Anu in Ireland that hills were seen as the breasts
and body of the Mother Goddess, and a triple hill site
would be most significant as a representation of the' triple
aspects of the Goddess herself - maiden, mother, & crone.

Furthermore, Charles Thomas suggests that an ensemble of many hundreds of
bronze brooches found in the same place is further evidence of a shrine here, a
shrine that was perhaps dedicated to a Goddess of the sea who may have been
related to Sulis Minerva (found in Bath and elsewhere), and who may have given
her name to the Scillies (Sillina) themselves. She may even have been dimly
remembered through the ages in the custom, prevelant up until this century, of
releasing paper boats on to water on Good Friday. Bowley (in "The Fortunate
Isles") says that the origin of the custom is unknown, but it may be a votive
offering to the goddess of the sea. In Bath she is also associated with a sacred
fire, and Nornour may have been a shrine to her that maintained her sacred flame.
There may have been a beacon here or on the neighbouring highspot of St Martins
Downs, and on the cliffs at Lands End’ opposite (perhaps at Table Maen or Chapel
Idne at Sennen, or at Carn Glize (Ballowall Barrow) near St Just). There may even
have been a chain of these beacons running right up the country through Comwall
and beyond to Bath, linking the two centres of the Goddess together in a powerful
symbol of . intervisible light. Certainly it would help to explain why the memory of
such a bonfire of lights continued right up until this century, even though the
original dedication had been long' forgotten.

Whatever the precise truth of this, it now seems likely that the Sdillies
were a special sacred place to the Goddess over many thousands of years,
characterised by a votive shrine on Nornour, and.tended by a harmonious peace-
loving people. "Sillina transpires to have been principally a pilgrimage centre,
dominated by a native marine Goddess."> Truly, islands of the Goddess herself.

Article [c] Cheryl Straffon. Drawing of brooch by David Neal from Isles of Scilly
Museum Publication on Nornour. Drawing of Goddess figurine by Glen Leon from a
find by Ashbee.
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THE RETURN OF THE GODDESS

by LYNNETH BRAMPTON

This legend happened

on the Eastern Isles of
Scilly approx 2000 BCE, and
Nornour and Arthur are the
islands mainly connected to
it. An archaeological dig
that took place on Nornour
1S yrs ago found evidence
to prove it: remains were
discovered on Nornour of
several huts (photo right),
one of which was a work-
shop of some kind, their
position being on the shore '
line. The archaeologist . , : "
Vivien Russell found many small pottery altar vases, typical of the type used for
offerings. In these small offering vases would have been placed oil and com. Many
fragments of jewellery were also found, mainly broaches and pins, several figurines
of goddesses and an altar stone. This altar stone is now in Tresco gardens and the
findings are on display in the museum on St Marys's.

Legend has it that several women arrived on the Isles by boat. These
women, or 'Sisters' as the Celts called them, had healing abilities and clair-
voyance. Many fine warriors and Chieftans were taken to these shores to be
healed or laid out in these Isles by the "Sisters". The original names of the Scilly
Isles all had a woman's name. Later, in the Romano-Celtic period, a shrine was
built on same isle Nornour to the goddess Minerva, the Goddess of the sea.
"Minerva" means "she who looks out", and an oil light.was burnt for the passing
ships to mark the Temple and the shrine.

On Arthur, which is
also part of the Eastern
Isle group, many . tombs
were found when a dig
took place 15 years ago
(photo left). This' caused
much excitement to do with
the legend. The main tomb
was on Cairn Arthur with
its "Dog Stone'" nearby. I
have seen such stones close
to Tombs of Chieftans in
Ireland, based on a Celtic
tradition of honour.

The number of tombs listed on Arthur, which is made up of three islets, is
as follows: Little Arthur - 6, Middle Arthur - 2, Great Arthur -5. Most of the
land however is under the sea, caused by the submergence of the Isles, so it is
not known what is actually under the sand. What we see now as Scilly are the
hilltops of a submerged land, and the waters between these Isles were once fields
and grazing lands, together with forests.
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I researched the findings of these tombs, and there were mainly sherds of
pottery from funeral vases. There are many tombs also on the other isles, and the
large number for such a small piece of land could only mean that it was inhabited
for a long period of time by the Celts. Or that this also indicates the legend of
the fine’ Warriors and the Isles of the Dead. Scilly is truly a land of legend and
great beauty, sat in her submerged waters; and I have begun to prepare this
legend in art form with 12 paintings, poems, sculptures and a small booklet. .

The most fascinating piece of information came as I left Scilly. I had traced
the findings of a large tomb on Arthur in which some bones and pottery sherds
were found. They were identified by the archaeologist David Tomalin, and although
he could put no precise date on them, they were of the order of 1000-2000 BCE
or more. He examined the remains of a femur and from this deduced that this
burial in one of the most impressive tombs on Arthur was that of a female. So
who was she? A Warrior, a Celtic Queen, or a priestess, one of the "Sisters"?

N "And Celts cry out from cairned chambers,
Minerva awake from your watery slumbers,
It is time for the Return of the Goddess."

Article and photos [c] Lynneth Brampton. Lynneth has been living on St
Martins, close to another artist Sue Lewington, who has contributed her
thoughts and feelings on the antiquity of the landcape.

SCILLY - LANDSCAPE OF THE PAST

Scilly doesn't have well-ordered sign-posted ancient monuments. The land
here is the monument. Our house, North Farm on St Martins, has been built in
stages since the 17th Century, though I feel sure the land here has been a
homestead for very much longer. Things are turned up by the plough: sherds of
unglazed pots, a spade hits against a pavement a foot under the soil. An old
barn, courtyard, or older? I know people have lived here for thousands of years
and I don't think they were any different from us. They must have seen the "sun
coming up on a winter's morning when they went out to feed and milk just as we
do. They must have been soaked to the skin within minutes some days just as we
are. A hot dry summer would have been disasterous then - no grass for the
animals, crops withering and dying for lack of rain, just like last year. Perhaps
they put their faith in rituals at the right times, to bring rain and fertile crops;
perhaps they succeeded too. We certainly can't do any better today.

All these things make up the reality of the landscape for me. I first became
interested in archaeology here. 1 remembered seeing middens of limpet shells
amongst the newly-excavated walls at Bants Carn on St Marys and realising that
people lived there. The limpet shells made them feel so close. 1 saw their burial
chambers, their tiny fields. Then I could.go to Samson and see the same kind of
remains, only these belonged to people who only lived a hundered or so years ago.
Everything changes, everything is built on what went before, and all of it
dependant on the land and sea and weather. Everywhere the sea. It has been
chang=d by people and it has changed people. And everywhere there is continuity.

1 think the thing that has always drawn me back to Scilly is the bond with
the past which is ‘so easily felt here. So many remnants of the past are simply
there; not manicured and tidied, just there, as they've always been. From my rock
I can see burial chambers, a standing stone, a cliff castle, ancient field systems —
and modern shops, houses and fields. The power of the landscape doesn't emanate
from one standing stone or circle, its everywhere. All you have to do to feel it is
to sit quietly and wait. 10 Sue Lewington



MEYN MAMVRO | 16 | Autumn-Winter 1991-92 meynmamvro.co.uk/archive

ARNCICNT SITES 6N SCILILB

There are many hundreds of ancient sites on the islands, most of which are
barrows, with 80 or so- entrance graves/chambered tombs. This feature selects the
best sites worth visiting on the more accessible islands.

ST MARTINS
Landing at New Quay (Higher Town) the outstanding sites are all within easy
walking distance.

CRUTHER'S HILL CHAMBERED TOMBS North 92891522 Centre 92911517 South 92951513
There are 3 (+ 1 destroyed) chambered tombs on the -three summits of the hill to
the west of New Quay. The northern summit has an oval barrow with a cist-like
chamber covered with one surviving capstone. The central one is a well-preserved
entrance grave 25ft in diameter, with a 14ft long (roofless) chamber, the entrance
facing NE in the direction of midsummer sunrise. The southern summit has 2
barrows, the northernmost with the remains of a chamber, but the southern chamber
is destroyed. ; s s

i o

STONE ROW 9330 1530.
On Higher Town beach to the east
of New Quay lies this prominent
stone row (partially covered at
high tide), the only one positively
identified on the Scillies. A
previous one thought to be on the
island of Old Man (Tean) has been |
shown to be a wall structure.
Three stones still exist
in the St Martins row, one of
which is grooved, and one of
which may have (natural?) cup
marks. The row seems to point to

Chapel Downs above to the NE.

STONE FIGURINE 9425 1595

This unique object - a 3ft high stone
idol or godlet - was discovered earlier
this century, subsequently lost, and then
re-discovered in 1989. It may well be
the top half of a statue-menhir, the
outline of the face being still just
traceable, similar to those found in
Brittany, the Channel Islands and
northern Spain. This would date it t
early Celtic times, although it is
possibly even earlier - Neolithic/Bronze
Age in origin. It has been tastefully
cemented into a natural rock, with no
explanatory plaque or way-marking, so
it is still a pilgrimage to find it.
Charles Thomas describes it as "another trace of pagan religion in this corner of
the Isles”, and as it stands now overlooking the sea and the other islands, it
feels as if it has been returned to its rightful place.
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